
Inspection of Panda Nursery
Glebe Meadow, High Street, Limpsfield, Oxted, Surrey RH8 0DG

Inspection date: 21 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children benefit from a well-organised environment, indoors and outside, which 
motivates their play and learning. For example, younger children pretend to mow 
the grass as they talk about 'cutting it shorter'. They sit with their friends to talk 
about how 'hard using the lawn mower can be'. Children develop high levels of 
independence. They routinely attempt age-appropriate tasks for themselves. For 
example, younger children try to put their coats on as they go outside. They persist 
at these new tasks and show immense pride in their new achievements. Staff 
praise children and help them to develop a can-do attitude when trying new things. 
Children develop strong friendships with their peers, they enjoy playing together 
and behave well. They understand the rules and boundaries of the nursery and 
routinely follow these, listening and responding to staff well. Children demonstrate 
that they feel happy, safe and develop good levels of confidence and self-esteem. 
This helps them to develop the emotional resilience they need for future learning 
well.

Children develop good problem-solving skills. They enjoy experimenting to test 
their own ideas as they play. For instance, as younger children build towers they 
experiment with how they can add bigger and smaller blocks to make their tower 
stronger. Older children connect puzzle pieces together as they work out how to 
turn the pieces to fit. Children enjoy challenging learning experiences and show a 
strong ability to use their thinking skills to solve problems well. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has successfully addressed the weakness identified at the previous 
inspection. This has a positive impact on how staff work together to keep 
children safe. The shared vision of improvement, in partnership with the local 
authority, has enabled the manager to successfully review other areas of the 
nursery. This benefits children's personal, social and emotional development. 
The manager recognises that there is more to be done to embed how staff use 
the new curriculum, with particular focus on how they can tailor learning to 
children's specific next steps. At times, staff's knowledge of what they want 
children to learn next is not precise enough, particularly in relation to their 
speaking skills. That said, children make good progress, overall. 

n Children have a variety of opportunities to develop their physical skills. Older 
children challenge themselves to climb on the pirate ship and younger children 
enjoy riding on the scooter over the bumpy track, to develop their large 
muscles. Children snip paper and use crayons, stickers and paint brushes in their 
creative play. They gain good control of their small-muscle skills, which helps to 
develop the hand control that they will need for later writing, when the time 
comes. Additionally, external visitors run weekly sessions, such as ballet and 
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football. Staff enrich children's experiences and build on their confidence in their 
own abilities.  

n Children behave well and show positive attitudes to their learning. They listen 
and respond to staff requests, such as tidying away toys before they sit to eat. 
Staff encourage children to value and respect their friends, they listen to their 
ideas for play and take account of these, showing respect. For example, as 
children sit for rhyme time, they wait patiently to pick a song. They join in with 
songs that their friends choose and recognise that they have 'different 
favourites'.  

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents say that they feel staff are 
approachable and their children are safe and happy in their care. Leaders share 
children's daily activities and overall progress regularly with parents through 
conversations and the setting's online platform. However, opportunities to build 
on these partnerships, to ensure that all parents are supported to fully 
contribute to their children's learning and development, are not fully effective. 

n Staff provide a wealth of activities, which motivate children to learn, both 
indoors and outside. They know children's individual interests and provide 
learning experiences which promote their curiosity. For instance, as older 
children explore plastic gloves filled with water, they notice how the bubbles 
move inside. Staff explain how these have become trapped inside as children 
listen carefully to the explanation and share this new information with their 
friends. Staff value the uniqueness of each child and recognise how to adapt 
teaching to capture their individual interests. Consequently, children are excited 
and interested to learn.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have benefited from targeted support to help them understand their roles and 
responsibilities to keep children safe. The manager has put in place training to 
ensure staff can identify signs and symptoms of abuse, including wider 
safeguarding issues, such as county lines. Staff know how to report and escalate 
concerns, to keep children safe. The manager uses robust recruitment and 
supervision to ensure the suitability of all staff, including on an ongoing basis.   

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed the curriculum intent and enable staff to have a clear focus on how they 
plan and tailor learning for children more precisely, particularly when supporting 
their speaking skills

n build on partnerships with parents to ensure that all parents are supported to 
fully contribute to their children's learning and development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY445252

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10238249

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 74

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Panda Pre-School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902758

Telephone number 07812 522492

Date of previous inspection 4 April 2022

Information about this early years setting

Panda Nursery re-registered in 2012. It operates from Oxted, Surrey. It is open 
from 8am to 6pm on weekdays, during term time only. The setting employs 14 
staff, eight of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one 
at level 2. The setting receives funding for the provision of free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tara Naylor
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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