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Inspection date: 21 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children wave goodbye to their parents happily as they are warmly welcomed by 
friendly staff. Parents and staff develop a strong and supportive relationship which 
helps children to feel safe and secure. Children are curious as they explore a wide 
range of toys and activities. For example, they play together with toy animals in 
the water tray. They laugh and giggle as heavier animals splash when dropped into 
the water. Staff know all the children well. They celebrate their talents and 
encourage them to follow their own interests. Staff understand that each child is 
unique.

The management team and staff are very aware that for some children national 
lockdowns had an impact on their development and experiences. They have 
considered this well when planning their teaching. There is a strong focus on 
children's health and physical development. Children spend a lot of time outdoors 
in the fresh air. They develop their physical skills as they climb and balance on 
soft-play equipment and crawl through tunnels. Children are starting to grow 
vegetables and learning about different food textures and tastes. This has a 
positive impact on children's health and helps build good habits for later in life.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n In general, staff support children's communication and language development. 
They introduce new vocabulary such as 'splash' and 'high' as children play with 
water. Staff give meaning to children's gestures. However, at times, staff do not 
promote children's communication and language skills as effectively as possible. 
For example, staff do not always model language well to ensure that children 
hear correctly pronounced words. 

n Staff monitor children's development for gaps in their learning. Children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities have their needs met very well. 
Staff tailor children's next steps to those that are ambitious yet achievable for 
each individual child. Staff have developed strong partnerships with other 
services, such as the nursery school.

n Staff encourage children's independence during mealtimes. Children take pride 
in having the responsibility to lay out table mats. They look for their photograph 
and begin to recognise their name on their mats. Staff role model and teach 
children to use cutlery independently to feed themselves.

n Children understand the routines of the day. This helps to ensure a calm 
environment and means useful learning time is not lost. For example, children 
gather quickly and enthusiastically for stories and singing times. Books are 
accessible to children, and staff promote the use of books and stories 
throughout the day. Children sit in small groups and share favourite stories. This 
helps children develop a love for books and reading.
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n Staff are very respectful of the different cultures and languages children bring 
with them from home. They work with children, planning celebrations that 
reflect children's experiences from home. This helps children develop a positive 
view of diversity and the similarities and differences between themselves and 
others.

n Children behave well. They respect one another's space as they crowd around 
the water tray. They are starting to share resources and take turns. Staff remind 
children of rules, such as using their 'listening ears'. They provide a soothing 
approach to children who become frustrated, helping them to calm down and 
explain what is upsetting them.

n Leaders place a strong emphasis on promoting staff's well-being. They hold 
regular supervision sessions and staff meetings. Leaders offer coaching, support 
and mentoring to help staff understand their roles and responsibilities. Staff say 
they are well supported, and leaders always have an 'open door' if they need 
any support.  

n Parents give high praise to staff for the level of support their children and 
families receive. They say it feels like an extended family due to the staff's 
welcoming and nurturing nature. They are fully confident in the care provided to 
their children. However, occasionally, staff do not share enough information with 
parents. There are times when parents are not always clear about their 
children's progress.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team supports staff to gain an accurate understanding of the 
signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. Staff complete regular training to 
keep this knowledge up to date. They confidently explain what they would do if 
they had concerns about a child's welfare or a colleague's conduct. They know how 
to escalate any concerns if there was a need to do so. The management team 
carries out robust checks to ensure the suitability of those employed to work with 
children. Staff maintain a safe and secure environment, suitable for the care of 
children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff's awareness of modelling language correctly to help children make 
further progress in their communication and language development

n enhance systems for sharing information with parents about their children's 
learning and development. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY441713

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10233804

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 2

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 6

Name of registered person Daubeney Primary School Governing Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526185

Telephone number 02089854380

Date of previous inspection 27 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Daubeney Children's Centre registered in 2016. The setting employs four members 
of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualification at level 3. 
The setting opens Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, from 10am to 3pm, during 
school term times.  The setting provides funded early education for two-year-old 
children by referral only.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Topham
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk across all the areas of 
the setting to understand how the curriculum is organised. 

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity.
n The inspector observed the consistency and the quality of teaching during 

activities, indoors and outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's 
learning.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector held a meeting with the management team. She looked at 
relevant documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in 
the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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