
Childminder report

Inspection date: 12 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

The childminder has compromised the safety of the children as she has not 
ensured that children are kept safe. This is because procedures for assessing risks 
are not effective. On several occasions the childminder has failed to identify risks 
that put children at significant risk of harm. The childminder has also failed to 
notify Ofsted of significant changes linked to those living or working on the 
premises. Although this breach has occurred, it does not have a detrimental impact 
on the children's well-being.

The childminder has a good understanding of the individual needs of the children, 
and they are progressing well. Children have developed loving bonds with the 
childminder, and most children enter the setting happily. Some children who are 
new to the setting are provided with cuddles and reassurance from the 
childminder. Children benefit from an array of resources that are engaging and 
support their needs. Children are treated as equals and are well supported by the 
childminder, co-childminder and assistants. Children express how much they enjoy 
their time in the 'little house'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Risk assessments are not effective. Prior to the inspection the provider notified 
Ofsted of a significant breach as they had failed to understand their 
responsibility for checking the front gate was closed securely, which resulted in 
children being at significant risk of harm. The childminder is now aware of the 
risk and has worked with the co-childminder to minimise this risk. However, 
during the inspection the inspector identified other risks in the outdoor 
environment, which had not been identified by the childminder. This 
compromises children's safety.

n The childminder did not understand that she is required to notify Ofsted of 
changes that may impact on the suitability of adults living or working on the 
premises, including any changes to their health. The childminder has 
acknowledged that this change should have been notified to Ofsted. During the 
inspection the suitability of individuals living or working on the premises was 
explored by the inspector. The inspector assessed that there is no impact on the 
care of the children.

n Parents state that they are well supported and that their children are 
progressing well. They express that there is always someone they can talk to 
and that they are informed about their child's development. However, parent 
partnership is not effective in informing parents of safeguarding procedures, 
such as making sure doors and gates are closed when they enter and leave the 
premises, to ensure that children are kept safe.  

n All children are making good progress, especially children with special 
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educational needs and/or disabilities. The childminder has taken specific training 
to support the care needs of individual children. The childminder works closely 
with outside agencies who attend the setting to support the childminder and the 
assistant in carrying out specific strategies. 

n Communication and language development is of a high quality. Open-ended 
questions are used well to support children's language, and they are given time 
to answer. Children are given choices to encourage interactions with adults. 

n The childminder understands how to promote physical development. For 
example, children play with play dough with the childminder, making different 
movements with their hands to develop their fine motor skills. The childminder 
shows awareness of sequencing learning and embedding the skills and muscle 
movements children need to learn before progressing with their early writing 
skills.

n During the day there is a period when the childminder applies an exception to 
the usual adult-to-child ratios. This has been implemented to support continuity 
of care and to provide care for siblings. The childminder has reviewed the risk of 
this. She has adapted the environment to further support supervision of children. 
Parents have been informed of the increased ratio. This has not had a negative 
impact on the children. Staff make sure they are deployed effectively, and 
children are supervised. 

n Children behave well and play cooperatively. The childminder and assistant have 
a calm and caring manner towards the children, which has formed close bonds 
between them. That said, following the incident prior to the inspection, there is 
an inability to determine whether children feel totally safe and secure after the 
safety of the children was compromised.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

The childminder and assistants are clear on their knowledge of recording and 
reporting concerns about children to the appropriate professionals, and they are 
aware of 'Prevent' duty and county lines. However, the childminder has failed to 
identify risks that could cause children harm. Procedures that are put in place to 
identify and minimise risks are not effective and have led to significant breaches in 
the requirements. Also, the childminder was not aware of when she needed to 
notify Ofsted of changes to household members so that Ofsted can carry out 
suitability checks. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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ensure that knowledge and procedures 
used to identify risks to children are 
strengthened so that the environment is 
always safe and secure

28/09/2022

ensure that all parents, household 
members and individuals working with 
children are aware of safeguarding 
procedures, such as closing doors and 
gates behind them when they enter or 
leave the premises, to keep children 
safe. 

28/09/2022
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY493173

Local authority Rochdale 

Inspection number 10252713

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 3

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 10

Date of previous inspection 20 October 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2015 and works at a co-childminder's house in 
Rochdale. She operates all year round, from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except 
for bank holidays and family holidays. The childminder works with an assistant and 
a co-childminder, who also works with an assistant.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Valek
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received from the provider.

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The childminder and the inspector discussed the learning intent for the children.
n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the 

childminder.
n The childminder showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the 

suitability of staff.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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