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Met
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inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and enthusiastic on their arrival to the setting. They choose 
where to play and spend time completing games and challenges. For example, 
children work as a team to carefully balance blocks to build tall towers. They cheer 
with delight when they roll cars into the tower to demolish it. Children have lovely 
relationships with staff and are greeted warmly as they approach different 
activities.

Children understand what is expected of them and follow rules extremely well. 
They independently complete tasks and consistently use manners. Children respect 
one another and are kind. Older children help younger children to wash their hands 
before eating. The setting operates a 'buddy' system where the oldest children help 
their new friends settle in and spend time playing with them. This helps children 
quickly feel safe and secure in their new surroundings. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, staff noted a difference in how children socialised. 
Children sometimes found it hard to mix with others outside of their 'bubble'. Staff 
have worked hard to provide sociable activities and encourage children to interact 
with others. As a result, children happily mix with their peers and visitors to the 
club. Children are content and confident.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children to develop learning in a variety of ways. For example, 
children compare large numbers when they play with cards and learn strategies 
to win the game. Children develop good problem-solving and thinking skills. 

n Parents have good relationships with staff in the setting and are happy with the 
care they provide for their children. They have daily discussions about their 
children with staff. Parents are informed about the wide variety of activities 
children have enjoyed and the range of healthy food they have been offered. 
Parents are extremely appreciative and pleased to use the service and do so for 
many years. The care provided for children is consistently good. 

n The manager is passionate about improving staff's skills in order to have a 
positive impact and benefit children the most. She has recently registered with 
an online training platform to help staff develop more knowledge that may relate 
to individual children in the setting. For example, staff have learned more about 
how to identify the potential traits of a range of learning difficulties. This helps 
them respond to signs quickly in order to seek support for all children.

n Children learn about current world issues and cultures within the community. For 
example, they create displays when they research topics such as Pride and the 
war in Ukraine. This helps them develop an awareness of people's differences 
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and backgrounds. Children are prepared for their life in modern Britain.
n Children access the large school playground throughout the sessions in the club. 

They play group games such as football and enjoy running around in the large 
open space. Children occasionally take part in morning yoga or dance activities. 
The manager has planned these sessions to help awaken children's minds as 
well as their bodies. This has helped them become focused before their school 
day and supports their learning. 

n Staff plan areas of the setting carefully to suit children's varying needs and 
interests. Children spend time being creative and using pens to make intricate 
marks and pictures for the display boards. This helps their writing skills emerge 
and is consistent with their school learning. Additionally, children can access 
books if they wish to be quiet and practise their reading. This helps them to 
continue their literacy development. 

n Staff work within the school where children attend as well as in the club. They 
assist children in class and recognise their individuality. Staff tailor conversations 
in order for each child to feel valued. They know each child well. This helps 
them meet children's needs swiftly. Additionally, it enables staff to recognise any 
potential gaps in development or well-being concerns. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff know how to identify symptoms of child abuse and know where 
to report these issues. They encourage children to be emotionally secure and talk 
about their feelings and any worries with ease. Additionally, children learn how to 
keep themselves safe. They complete daily checks of their outdoor area with an 
adult to make sure it is suitable to play in. There is an adequate number of staff 
with paediatric first aid on site at all times. Staff know how to deal with accidents 
and report these back to parents. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY409691

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10233766

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 83

Name of registered person St Catherines Out Of School Club Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910796

Telephone number 07505 591 422

Date of previous inspection 7 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

St Catherines Out Of School Club registered in 2011 and is situated in St Catherines 
Roman Catholic Primary School, Leyland. The club employs eight members of 
childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 or above. 
The club opens from Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 
8am until 8.50am and 3.15pm until 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Waterhouse
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager took the inspector on a tour of the club and discussed how they 
ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The inspector observed children playing.
n The manager discussed how activities are planned and organised. 
n Parents shared their views with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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