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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children flourish at this setting where they develop superior levels of self-esteem,
confidence and independence. They eagerly enter the nursery and quickly settle to
their chosen activity. There is a calm, welcoming and happy atmosphere within the
nursery. Children form excellent bonds with the staff who care for them. Children's
emotional security is promoted exceptionally well by staff who act as excellent role
models. This helps children to build strong friendships and show empathy for their
peers. For example, children invite others to join their play but also kindly
acknowledge when they may not want to join in. All children demonstrate excellent
behaviour.

Children are highly motivated in their learning. They select from an excellent range
of Montessori equipment and resources to practise real-life activities and routines.
For example, children explore a range of different bottles with varying levels of
challenge and are encouraged to learn to fasten and unfasten the different lids.
Children concentrate for extended periods of time, exploring and investigating. For
example, children select different sizes of building blocks and use these to build
very high towers. They take time and persevere to make sure they are adding the
blocks to the tower in the correct size order so that the tower does not fall down.
Children show consistently high levels of concentration. All children, including
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), are making huge
leaps in their development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager and her team are extremely passionate about providing children
with a very firm foundation to their learning. They have an excellent
understanding of the Montessori approach and how it supports children to
progress across all areas of the early years foundation stage. They complete
rigorous and ongoing assessments to help identify any areas for development
and plan for future learning needs.

W Staff place an extremely sharp focus on supporting children's communication
and language skills. Story times are exceptionally well delivered. Staff take the
opportunity to introduce new and challenging vocabulary to children. For
example, during one story session, staff read about a character in the book who
'grimaced'. The member of staff explains to children what this new word means,
and she encourages them to make different facial expressions. Children giggle in
delight as they do this.

m Staff promote children's understanding of mathematics across a range of
activities. For example, when children are invited to come together on the carpet
for group time, they are encouraged to help count how many children there are.
Children help to count, and staff explain that there are 10 children sitting on the
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carpet, but that there are 12 children here today. Children are given time to
think about this before they respond, 'We are missing two children then.'

Staff have very high expectations for all children. Children with SEND receive
exceptionally high levels of support to help them make excellent progress. They
are extremely well included and supported to join in with activities, and they
have their individual needs met at all times. For example, staff have an excellent
understanding of their interests and individual learning styles and use this
knowledge to skilfully engage children in the opportunities on offer.

Staff reflect on each child's uniqueness and teach them to value and respect
differences. They use books to talk to children about different families. Children
are encouraged to contribute to discussions about their own family. Staff take
time to listen to children's contributions, and they praise children for these
contributions.

Staff manage children's behaviour exceptionally well. They give clear and age-
appropriate explanations to children. Staff act as superb role models, interacting
with children in a kind, polite and caring manner. Children listen to and respond
attentively to requests from staff. For example, during a music session, children
are encouraged to play their choice of instrument. Staff ask them to 'play, play,
play and stop', and children know to stop on request.

Partnership working with parents is strong. Parents feel extremely well informed
about their children's time at the nursery. Parents express how satisfied they are
with the nursery. They say that they would highly recommend it to others.
Parents say that their children are progressing above and beyond their
expectations.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate an excellent understanding about all safeguarding and child
protection issues. They are very secure in their understanding of the nursery's
procedures to follow should they have any concerns about children or adults
working in the setting. The manager has clear procedures in place to ensure that
adults working with children are checked for their suitability. Staff support children
to identify and manage risks in their play. They talk to them about climbing safely
on the outdoor equipment and ensuring there is enough space around them as
they jump from one beam to another on the obstacle course they have made.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 200679

Local authority Warwickshire
Inspection humber 10116356

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register
Day care type Sessional day care
Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to3

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 18

Name of registered person Everley, Helen Louise
Telephone number 01564795722

Date of previous inspection 3 February 2015

Information about this early years setting

Merrydays Montessori Nursery School opened in 1958 and registered in 2000. The
nursery employs 10 members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold a level 6
qualification, one holds a level 4 qualification and one holds a level 3 qualification.
The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, during term time. Sessions are from
9am until 3.15pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three-
and four-year-old children. The nursery is an accredited Montessori nursery.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Tompkin
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk to understand how
the setting operates and how the curriculum is organised.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the
impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection. She spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their
views.

B The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of
staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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