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Larkrise Primary School, Dorset Avenue, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 9UB
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The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision
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Met
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inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children happily leave their classrooms with the staff member who collects them. 
They chat with each other and staff as they move from classroom to classroom, 
collecting all the children. When they arrive at the club, children place their 
belongings in the designated area before eagerly making their way to the snack 
table to enjoy some fresh fruit.

Children have strong relationships with staff and peers. When upset, children seek 
out staff for reassurance and support. Younger children are supported by older 
children who show them how to complete activities and where the toilets are. 
Children behave well and know what is expected of them. Staff support children to 
understand how to keep themselves safe. 

Children thoroughly enjoy their time in the club. They engage in play activities that 
have been provided based on their interests and what they have been learning 
about in school. Children chat confidently about the activities they are doing. They 
are keen to show off their play dough creations and self-portrait collages to each 
other and visitors. Children's voices are valued. Staff provide them with 
opportunities to feed their ideas into the planning and suggest activity ideas to the 
staff during the session. Children are given choices and the daily routine is adapted 
accordingly. For example, children decide they would like to continue to play 
indoors instead of going outside so are given extra time inside before going 
outdoors.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide a welcoming and exciting environment for children. They know the 
children well and provide activities relating to their needs and interests. This 
ensures children are eager to take part and have high levels of engagement. 
Staff support children's play well. They engage with children and join in their 
activities. They use their interactions to build on children's previous knowledge 
and experiences. 

n Children participate in physical activity outdoors. They independently arrange a 
game of football and efficiently decide on teams and rules, negotiating with each 
other when required. They call to other children to invite them into their game. 
Some children decide to play badminton. They persevere in trying to hit the 
shuttlecock. They are encouraged to keep trying and their achievements are 
celebrated by staff when they succeed. 

n Children enjoy the healthy meals and snacks provided. They have snack when 
they arrive as staff recognise children are often hungry when they finish school. 
They make their own wraps for tea, discussing what fillings they are going to 

Inspection report: YMCA Essex @ Larkrise Primary School
14 September 2022 2



choose and why. Children sit together and staff use this time to encourage 
children to talk about their day at school and what they might do when they get 
home.    

n Staff are fully aware of their responsibilities regarding keeping children safe. 
They ensure the indoor and outdoor areas are safe and secure before the 
children access them. Staff assess risks continually and act accordingly 
throughout the session. They encourage children to risk assess their own play 
where appropriate. Children demonstrate they know how to carry scissors 
correctly and the reasons why they carry them in that way. Robust procedures 
are in place for the collection of children. Staff are aware of the procedures if a 
child has an accident or requires medication. Medical supplies are always to 
hand.

n Staff are reflective and strive to make improvements to the club to benefit 
children. They have recently moved into a larger hall and have spent time 
reflecting on the layout of activities to ensure the best outcomes for children. 

n Partnerships with the school and parents are strong. Information is gathered 
about children's interests and development levels. Staff speak to the teachers 
when they collect children from classrooms so they have information about the 
children's time at school and any additional support they may need to provide. 
The parents are complimentary about staff and are pleased with how settled and 
happy children are at the club.

n The provider supports staff and managers well. Good systems are in place to 
support staff well-being. Staff are provided with a range of training opportunities 
and have regular meetings with the provider to discuss all aspects of the 
provision. Staff are encouraged to pursue any areas of interest they have, and 
training opportunities are sought relating to these.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure knowledge of safeguarding and know the referral process to 
follow if they have concerns about a child's welfare. They regularly update their 
safeguarding knowledge through training. Staff have an awareness about wider 
safeguarding issues, such as extremist views and county lines. The provider is 
aware of the risks that children may come across on the internet. The provider has 
robust recruitment processes in place to ensure all new staff are thoroughly vetted. 
New staff receive an in-depth induction, which includes familiarising themselves 
with the company's relevant procedures.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2589065

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10249144

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 12

Name of registered person YMCA Essex (Trading) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520389

Telephone number 07940543296

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

YMCA Essex @ Larkrise Primary School registered in 2020 and operates on the 
grounds of Larkrise Primary School. The club operates term time only, from 7.30am 
to 9am, and from 3pm to 6pm. It employs two members of staff who hold 
qualifications; one at level 2 and one at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lyndsey Barwick

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the club with the inspector. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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