
Inspection of FISH Brixington
Brixington Primary Academy, Brixington Lane, Exmouth, Devon EX8 4JQ

Inspection date: 14 September 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children settle quickly to play at this friendly, welcoming club. They interact 
positively with staff who give a calm, reassuring approach, helping children feel 
safe. Children play happily with their friends. Staff act as good role models and 
support children very well to manage their behaviour. Children feel valued and 
included in the club. They discuss their views and ideas, and staff give clear 
consideration to these when planning activities. Children enjoy a wide range of 
games and activities that support their interests and encourage their participation 
effectively. For example, children like using their imaginations to make colourful 
pictures relating to their favourite stories. They use junk modelling resources, such 
as empty toilet rolls and coloured tissue paper, to make a 'fire-breathing dragon'. 
Children work together to create a display of pictures for special events and 
celebrations. The club provided care for children of keyworker parents during the 
initial lockdown period of the COVID-19 pandemic. They also kept in contact with 
all children and families to provide support and ideas to do at home. They liaised 
with parents to help their children settle back into the club easily. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders encourage staff well to continue developing their knowledge and 
understanding of children's well-being and development. For example, staff have 
completed training that has helped them understand how art activities, such as 
messy play, can support children's mental health. Children enjoy pushing their 
hands through different textures, such as shaving foam and food colouring, and 
like to watch this drip off their fingers. They say, 'It feels soft,' and they like 
watching how the colours 'mix together'. 

n Staff liaise well with the host school to provide continuity for children. They aim 
to follow any topics children are working on in school to complement these with 
related activities at the club.

n Staff encourage children's awareness of positive ways to manage their personal 
care and health needs effectively. Children enjoy nutritious snacks of fruit, 
vegetables, scones or beans on toast. They like making pizzas with healthy 
toppings, such as cheese, peppers and tomatoes. Children know the importance 
of washing their hands regularly and do so willingly, for instance before snack 
time. Staff talk with children about keeping themselves safe, such as to wear 
helmets and high-visibility jackets when using their bikes. 

n Leaders and staff continue to reflect on their practice and make further 
improvements. For example, since registration, they have changed the layout of 
the playrooms. This has provided more space for children to develop their 
imaginations, for instance with role play. In addition, they have made some 
changes to snack time routines to support children's socialisation skills. 
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n Parents comment positively about staff. They say staff are very friendly and 
welcoming and their children are happy in their care. Parents say staff provide a 
good variety of activities and their children enjoy going to the club. 

n Children behave very well. They recognise the club rules, such as to play 
together nicely, be kind and polite. They wait politely for a visitor to move away 
from a doorway before going through to another play area. Older children show 
kindness to their younger friends and invite them to help with an activity. 
Children play cooperatively and help each other work out the rules of a favourite 
card game.

n Staff interact easily with children and sit with them when doing the activities. For 
example, children like to draw and colour pictures. They talk with each other 
about pictures they draw of a park, with grass, trees, birds and people walking 
their dogs. Staff support children's ideas well. They develop a cooking 
competition, following their interest in a favourite television programme. 
Children develop independence, for example when weighing out ingredients. 
They proudly show staff the chocolate cakes they make with added squiggles on 
the top to reflect 'superworms' from a story they have recently read. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders support staff well to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
safeguarding and continue to review this with them. Staff complete relevant 
training and, together, discuss safeguarding issues that may indicate concerns, and 
procedures they would need to follow. Staff understand their responsibilities to 
protect children and keep them safe from harm. They complete risk assessments of 
the premises and ensure the security of the children. Staff liaise with the 
schoolteachers and have organised appropriate collection arrangements for 
children. Leaders understand the importance of following clear staff recruitment 
procedures to ensure staff's suitability to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2576814

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10239339

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 10

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Fun in School Holidays (FISH) Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP528211

Telephone number 08445 618847

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

FISH Brixington registered in 2020. This out-of-school club operates from a 
classroom situated in the grounds of Brixington Primary Academy, Devon. The 
breakfast club is open Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 8.50am, and the after-
school club is open 3.20pm to 6pm, term time only. There are four staff employed, 
who hold childcare qualifications from level 2 to level 6. The provider has 12 other 
settings registered with Ofsted. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mary Daniel
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed children's interactions in play, indoors and outdoors, and 
discussed the experiences offered with staff and children.

n The inspector had discussions with the provider and manager, including about 
how they organise the setting to meet children's needs. 

n The inspector took into account the spoken and written views of parents.
n The inspector viewed a sample of documentation, including qualifications and 

first-aid certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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