
Inspection of Busy Bees Penistone
The National School, Church Street, Sheffield, South Yorkshire S36 6AR

Inspection date: 12 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this nursery due to the care and dedication of the provider and 
staff team. Staff are extremely caring, considerate, and nurturing towards children. 
Children behave well and develop positive attitudes to learning. They are excited 
and motivated to learn due to the enthusiastic approach of staff. Staff respect the 
individuality of each child and allow them to make their own choices and decisions 
from a young age. For example, staff ask two-year-olds if they are happy for their 
nappies to be changed. Children respond positively as they confidently go with staff 
to be changed. Staff understand how this helps children to learn respect for their 
bodies.

Staff place a key focus on helping children to develop their social and 
communication skills. This provides them with the core skills needed to support 
their future learning. Children's communication skills develop rapidly due to the 
language-rich environment created by staff. Staff continually talk to all the children. 
They introduce babies and two-year-olds to new words, such as 'sticky', 'dry', 
'pour', 'scoop' and 'mix' as they play in the cornflour and oats. Props and visual aids 
enable all children, including those who are non verbal, to make choices about 
which songs to sing or books to read. As children grow and develop, staff 
encourage them to put words together to form simple sentences. Sensitive and 
skilful questioning by staff, supports pre-school children to listen, understand and 
hold conversations. Staff vigilantly observe children to identify those who are 
quieter and more reserved. They then sensitively support these children to develop 
the confidence to speak.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has identified a clear curriculum, in conjunction with staff and 
parents, which is sequenced to build on children's prior knowledge and skills. 
She values each staff member and supports their continued professional 
development. This helps the provider to retain a skilled, knowledgeable team 
who continue to provide children with exceptional care and learning experiences. 

n Staff introduce children to a range of core stories and songs. As children grow 
and develop, they begin to recall these songs and stories. Their listening and 
attention skills increase as the complexity of the songs and stories develops. 
This successful approach helps to build on children's communication, language, 
and literacy skills. 

n All children remain focused and engaged in their play. Staff plan a wide range of 
interesting, hands-on learning experiences, which build on children's natural 
curiosity as learners. When looking at leaves collected from local walks, staff 
support children to learn how to do a leaf rubbing. A child excitedly approaches 
a staff member to show them their picture. The staff member shows awe and 
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wonder as she asks how they did this. When the child enthusiastically explains 
the process, this ignites other children's curiosity as they complete their own leaf 
rubbings.

n Babies and two-year-olds spend long periods of time engrossed in messy play 
activities, due to the skilled approach of staff. They enjoy exploring sensory 
experiences, such as rice, corn flour, dry and wet oats. Children explore the feel 
of the dry and wet ingredients. They develop their language skills as staff 
introduce lots of words into their play. Children are also supported to develop 
their physical skills as they use spoons to scoop, pour, mix and fill empty 
containers with the different mixtures. 

n Parents confirm they receive comprehensive feedback on their children's care 
and learning. Positive links with home are created when children are provided 
with the opportunity to take home 'Dennis bear'. Parents keep a written diary 
and photographs of Dennis bear's escapades with their child. Children develop 
confidence as they proudly share and discuss these with their peers on return to 
nursery. Other children are thoroughly engrossed as they enjoy listening to 
Dennis bear's adventures. 

n Staff quickly identify children who are at risk of falling behind in their 
development. They introduce targeted programmes to support children's speech 
and language. These early interventions, as well as working in partnership with 
parents and other professionals, have a positive impact on supporting children to 
catch up with their peers. 

n During planned group-time discussions, children listen intently to a core story 
about a crocodile who develops tooth ache. Children recall their prior learning as 
they discuss the importance of healthy eating and developing good oral hygiene 
routines. 

n During the story session, children question how many teeth crocodiles have 
compared to children. Staff model how to use technology to find the answer. 
Staff continue to build on children's knowledge as they support children's 
growing awareness of how to stay safe when using technology. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children are continually supervised by the well-deployed staff team. Staff utilise all 
opportunities, as they arise, to support children's awareness of safety issues. 
Outings are planned with a clear focus in mind. They are used to help children to 
learn about the local community and the natural world, while also supporting them 
to learn important safety messages. Staff have a clear awareness of their roles to 
safeguard children. They confidently identify a wide range of indicators of abuse. 
They clearly understand referral procedures should they have any concerns about a 
child or a staff member. The environment is securely maintained, and ongoing risk 
assessments by staff help to keep children safe from potential harm.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY484447

Local authority Barnsley

Inspection number 10229719

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person SR Early Years Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534217

Telephone number 01226 805766

Date of previous inspection 27 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees Penistone registered in 2014. The nursery employs 12 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or 
higher, including one at level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year 
round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. It provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Arnold
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The provider and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views. 

n The provider and inspector carried out a joint observation during a planned 
activity. 

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, both indoors 

and outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's 
learning. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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