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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils are rightly proud to be part of a happy and inclusive community. ‘The Creed’ 
is an important aspect of school life. Pupils embody many aspects of it in their day-
to-day approaches to school. They celebrate difference, they are motivated to do 
well, and they respond with kindness to others. 
 
Staff have high expectations for all, and pupils are keen to rise to challenges set for 
them. They know that staff want the best for them. Pupils enjoy talking about all 
aspects of their school, including the clubs that they attend and the learning that 
they enjoy. Pupils value the vast range of opportunities to develop their individual 
talents, including arts and crafts clubs, and sports. They understand the role that 
the school plays in their own development and the role they play in developing the 
school. As one pupil said, ‘This is a special place to be; our views are listened to and 
we can make a difference.’ 
 
Pupils feel safe and appreciate how much the adults at school care about them. 
Pupils respond maturely to the routines in place to support positive behaviour. As a 
result, behaviour is consistently exceptional. Pupils are confident that any incidents 
of bullying are dealt with quickly by adults.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Staff are wholly united as a team to provide high-quality education for all pupils. 
From Nursery upwards, pupils are supported well to gain the knowledge and skills 
they need to thrive. Staff are highly skilled and demonstrate their excellent subject 
knowledge through clear explanations and interesting activities. Pupils across the 
school have positive attitudes towards their learning. Lessons and social time are 
calm and purposeful. Teachers help them, from the moment they arrive at school, to 
be able to confidently work independently. In Reception, for example, personal, 
social and emotional development sits at the heart of learning. Children display 
excellent self-regulation and interact positively with their peers. 
 
Leaders have carefully thought about what progression looks like within each subject 
area. They are ambitious for all pupils, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND). In most subjects, pupils with SEND achieve well. 
In mathematics, the content selection and order in which it is taught in has been 
carefully considered. Regular and purposeful assessments in mathematics and 
English help teachers to plan their next steps in teaching. This means that pupils’ 
misconceptions and gaps in learning are responded to quickly. As a result, most 
pupils achieve well and they remember the important content needed before more 
complex content is taught. In some foundation subjects, assessment information is 
not yet effectively used. 
 
Reading has a high priority in the school. Most pupils become fluent readers quickly. 
Pupils who struggle to read in key stage two benefit from regular targeted phonics 
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interventions to support their reading. Leaders have further plans to ensure that all 
staff in key stage two are early reading experts, in order to ensure that pupils are 
provided with effective support in lessons to improve reading rapidly. 
 
Leaders focus on making sure that all pupils receive a broad and engaging learning 
experience. Leaders have planned in detail what pupils will be taught in personal, 
social and health education (PSHE). Pupils are taught important content that helps 
them to be safe and also understand their responsibilities within the community. 
This is complemented by a rich range of opportunities to support pupils to learn and 
take responsibility for safety and kindness within the school. Pupils spoke with 
particular relish about the leadership opportunities they are given within the school, 
including the school council, safeguarding ambassadors and junior forum. 
 
Leaders, including those responsible for governance, demonstrate a relentless drive 
to positively impact the lives of all pupils. Pupil well-being and success sits at the 
heart of their decisions. They have made rapid improvements in safeguarding while 
maintaining a positive school community. The staff inspectors spoke to feel well 
supported and valued by leaders at all levels. They are equally ambitious for all 
pupils. Local governors work closely with the trust to drive positive outcomes for 
pupils. Together, they are passionate and knowledgeable advocates for the pupils of 
the school and provide appropriate support and challenge to school leaders.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Staff at Fairfields prioritise pupil safety and well-being. Since the last inspection, 
leaders have provided refresher training and refined their practices for record-
keeping and monitoring. Leaders act swiftly in making decisions and they follow up 
every action. They work closely with support from the trust and external agencies to 
continually assure themselves that they are making the right decisions at the right 
times to keep all pupils safe.  
 
Staff demonstrate a clear understanding of how to identify pupils at possible risk of 
harm and a secure knowledge of what to do to support them. Pupils know what to 
do if they are worried about something and are confident to share their concerns 
with adults. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The assessment system for some foundation subjects does not yet identify 

precisely what pupils know and can do as a result of the taught curriculum. This 
means that what is taught next in the sequence of learning is not always 
informed by what pupils show they know and can do. Leaders must ensure that 
pupil assessment information usefully details exactly what essential knowledge 
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pupils know and do not know. Teachers can then adapt their next steps of 
teaching accordingly, to ensure that all pupils know more and remember more. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 143766 

Local authority Milton Keynes 

Inspection number 10243438 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy free school 

Age range of pupils 2 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 430 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Marilyn Hubbard 

Headteacher Matthew Shotton (executive headteacher) 
Kelly Cursley (head of school) 

Website www.fairfieldsprimary.co.uk 

Dates of previous inspection 18 and 19 January 2022, under section 5 
of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school uses one alternative provider. 

 There is a Nursery class in the morning and afternoon. The Nursery class provides 
education for children between the ages of two and four. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. 
We deemed the inspection a section 5 inspection under the same Act. 
 
In accordance with section 13(5) of the Education Act 2005, Her Majesty’s Chief 
Inspector is of the opinion that the school no longer requires significant 
improvement. 
 
 Inspectors reviewed a range of documentation, including the school’s statement of 

action, governor meeting minutes and relevant school policies. 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Fairfields Primary School 

18 and 19 July 2022 6 
 

 

 Inspectors met with senior leaders and a range of subject leaders. Inspectors also 
met with representatives of the local governing body and representatives from the 
multi-academy trust, including the chief executive officer. 

 Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with leaders and have 
taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors conducted deep dives in early reading, mathematics, art and 
geography. This involved inspectors talking to subject leaders, class teachers and 
pupils, visiting lessons, looking at pupils’ work and listening to pupils read. 
Inspectors also looked at curriculum documentation for the teaching of PSHE and 
physical education.  

 As part of inspecting early years, inspectors met with the early years leader and 
made visits to the Reception class and Nursery. 

 Inspectors reviewed the arrangements for safeguarding by scrutinising relevant 
documentation, staff recruitment checks and training records. Case files were also 
sampled to explore how the school identifies and supports pupils at risk of harm. 
Inspectors also talked to a range of staff and pupils.  

 The views of a range of pupils and staff were gathered on site. Inspectors also 
spoke to parents on site. 

 
Inspection team 
 

Hanna Miller, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Alan Derry Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Kirstine Boon Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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