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Inspection date: 13 September 2022
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standards of early 
years provision
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inspection

Met
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inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are warmly welcomed by the friendly staff who escort them from their 
classrooms. They choose from the wide range of inviting activities and engage well. 
Children become absorbed in their creative play and talk excitedly about the 
models they build, creating trains and train stations from construction toys. They 
use their imaginations to invent tea parties where they willingly listen to each 
other's ideas, making suggestions as they play. Children's behaviour is good. They 
know when to choose to rest with a book on the cosy sofas or to relax and share a 
computer game with a friend. 

Children enjoy spending time with the staff. They engage in conversations about 
the flower wreaths they make from craft materials. Outside, children enjoy ball 
games as they practise catching and throwing with staff who they invite to play 
with them. Children make excellent use of the large school field and play 
equipment available, which challenge their physical skills. Staff encourage children 
to develop healthy lifestyles. Without prompting from staff, children wash their 
hands before snack. They select from a healthy range of food available. Children 
enjoy responsibility as they help to gather ideas from their peers for future snack 
menus, which they record on clipboards. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and leaders are passionate about providing positive experiences for 
children. They value the importance of play, which is described as 'fundamental 
to the healthy development and well-being of individuals and communities'. 
They recognise the importance of experienced staff who facilitate an inviting 
play environment. 

n There is an effective key-person system. During settling-in times, staff get to 
know children and their families as they spend time together. Staff use these 
opportunities to discover children's interests which they use to plan activities and 
games. This helps children to feel welcome and safe. 

n Staff engage and interact well with children. They spend large amounts of their 
time taking part in activities and playing games with children. Children are 
regularly praised by staff and feel proud of their achievements. They are 
involved in planning activities. Staff ask for children's views on what they would 
like to do during the day. This helps to make sure that the activities are tailored 
to the interests of the children who attend.

n Children love their outdoor play. The enclosed garden area includes a mud 
kitchen which children thoroughly enjoy. Together they create potions and 
recipes, adding herbs and water that is available to them. Children enjoy playing 
in the school field. They explore the vast space, climbing trees and making dens. 
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n Children are given a choice about the food provided. Staff encourage children to 
help to clear away their plates and cups after meals and snacks. The 
management team implements effective procedures to ensure children with 
allergies and intolerances are kept safe. 

n Well-organised recruitment procedures ensure staff are suitable to work with 
children. Managers complete relevant checks on new staff before they start and 
use an induction process to train staff effectively. Staff receive regular 
supervision sessions and appraisals to ensure they remain suitable for their role. 
Managers encourage staff to talk about their well-being and look for ways to 
support them. This results in a dedicated and motivated team.

n Staff complete in-house training to improve their knowledge and skills. They talk 
positively about the opportunities they have to progress their qualifications. 
Policies are shared with staff and are available for staff to use. This helps to 
ensure everyone knows their roles and responsibilities. 

n Partnerships with the host school are effective. Staff gather information from 
parents and class teachers to help support children's needs. Effective 
communication systems ensure information is shared between all parties. This 
provides continuity of care for the children and their families. 

n Parents speak positively about the setting. They say their children are 'really 
happy here'. They appreciate the various forms of communication used to share 
newsletters and upcoming holiday clubs. Parents are pleased that staff ask 
children about ideas for activities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team ensures that staff's knowledge of child protection is 
current. Staff undertake safeguarding training to understand their role in keeping 
children safe. They know what to do if they have concerns about a child's welfare 
or the conduct of adults working with children. Staff are aware of the signs that a 
child might be at risk of abuse or harm. Managers follow the robust recruitment 
processes in place. They induct staff into their roles and monitor their suitability to 
continue caring for children. Managers regularly review accident forms to help 
ensure children can play safely, inside and outside. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2589029

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10249142

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 79

Name of registered person Cambridge Kidsclub Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906932

Telephone number 07960 412716

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cambridge Kids Club @ Wacky registered in 2020. The club employs six members 
of childcare staff. The club opens from Monday to Friday, during term time, from 
8am until 6pm. The club is also open during school holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Small
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. She looked 
at a range of documents, including first-aid certificates. 

n The inspector observed activities inside and in the outside play spaces. She 
spoke to leaders, staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.

n Staff explained to the inspector how and why different activities and equipment 
are arranged and used.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took their views into consideration.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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