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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enthusiastically arrive at the setting and quickly settle to their self-chosen
activities. Children confidently share with staff events from their day at school. For
example, they proudly tell staff that they have been awarded 'star pupil'. Staff
congratulate children on their efforts. Staff then enter children into the 'Cherry
Lodge star pupil raffle' to win a prize. In addition, children write and display their
own 'resolutions', such as 'T will do better at writing'. When children achieve their
goal, staff congratulate them with a 'high five' in recognition of their achievements.
This helps children develop a positive attitude to learning and also builds on their
self-confidence and self-esteem.

Staff have high expectations for children and include them in decisions about the
setting. Children understand and follow the setting's 'contact of fun'. They remind
each other of safety rules, such as checking there is enough space to dance while
using the game console. Children have a particular fondness for animals and show
respect and kindness when caring for creatures. For example, after finding a bee
that they identified was not alive, the children carefully buried it in the garden.
Children talk about how they had cared for the bee and created a special memorial
area.

While the setting had little disruption during the COVID-19 pandemic, leaders made
important changes to support children and their families during this time. For
example, they opened their service to a larger number of local schools. This
provided vital consistency of care for children. This also provided opportunities for
children to meet with other children from their local community and make new
friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children learn about democracy as they vote for members of the 'Cherry Lodge
Council'. Children listen to the views of others and make valuable suggestions
that bring about change in the setting. For example, following children's
suggestions for the role-play area, staff create a veterinary centre. This means
children take part in meaningful play and have the opportunity to bring their
ideas to life.

m Staff work extremely well with school teachers to ensure activities provided at
the setting complement children's learning at school. For example, children
develop their literacy skills as they write prescriptions for the animals in the role-
play vets. In addition, children practise how to use scissors as they cut pieces of
ribbon to size. This promotes their small muscles and dexterity skills needed for
later writing.
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m Children develop close bonds with staff. They seek out their key member of staff
for help and support. Children regularly embrace staff with hugs and cuddles.
They tell visitors that they 'love all the staff and all the activities provided'.

B Partnerships with parents are a real strength of the setting. Parents comment
that their children ask to come to the setting on days that they do not attend
and request to stay longer or arrive early. Parents describe the setting and staff
as a 'lifeline'. In addition, parents say the staff are amazing and that the
activities provided are great.

m Staff offer a range of healthy snacks and nutritious home-cooked food. Children
show good independence skills as they pour their own drinks and clear away
their plates and cutlery when they are finished. In addition, staff provide 'life
skills' activities for the children. For example, staff encourage children to make
their own sandwiches and butter their toast.

m Children excitedly find their favourite activity or craft materials. They are
engaged in meaningful activities throughout the session. They often spend a
long time at a chosen activity. For example, they decorate tin cans using ribbon
and felt pens to make their own plant pot. Children share the resources and
older children help the younger children. For example, they hold the can while
they fill it with soil and show them how to correctly plant the seed.

m Children are confident and keen to participate in conversations. They talk vividly
to the inspector about what they know about the festival of Eid. They discuss
how staff help them to understand the meaning of 'fasting'. This helps children
gain an appreciation of how others are different to themselves.

B The manager provides staff with regular coaching and supervision. Staff attend
relevant training to support them in their roles. Staff say they feel supported by
the leadership team and are happy in their work. The manager has identified
that staff would benefit from more individualised feedback on their performance,
to help them raise the quality of their practice to the highest levels.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The setting is safe and secure. New procedures for the safe collection of children
are understood by the whole staff team and implemented well. Recruitment and
vetting procedures are robust. This ensures children are kept safe. Staff teach
children about how to keep themselves safe while playing games online and about
the safe use of social media apps. Leaders and staff understand what they need to
do if they have a concern about a child's welfare of the conduct of a colleague.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2609926

Blackburn with Darwen

10237967

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Out-of-school day care
5to 11

53
44
Cherry Lodge Childcare Ltd

2609925

01254 205884
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cherry Lodge Childcare registered in 2020. It is situated in Cherry Tree, Blackburn.
The lodge employs five members of staff. Of these, two staff hold appropriate early
years qualifications at level 3 and two hold qualifications at level 2. The manager
holds a relevant level 6 qualification. The lodge opens Monday to Friday from
7.30am until 9am and 2.30pm until 6pm, during term times. The lodge also
operates during school holidays, from 7.30am until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Birch
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Inspection activities

W This is the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID -19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

m Children told the inspector about their friends and what they liked to do at the
setting.

B The inspector spoke with the provider, manager and staff at appropriate times
during the inspection.

B The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.

B The inspector observed the interactions between children and the staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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