
Inspection of Footprints@hattonhill
Hatton Hill Primary School, Alwyn Avenue, Liverpool, Lancashire L21 9NZ

Inspection date: 14 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children benefit from a highly successful transition programme when they join this 
nursery. They settle extremely quickly and arrive with beaming smiles as they 
confidently greet the staff and skip inside. Children who have been attending for 
less than a week have already built positive relationships with the staff. They 
confidently interact with all adults, including visitors, as they talk about what they 
are doing. Any children who feel anxious are given extra reassurance and cuddles 
from the nurturing staff. Children are confident and self-assured. 

Children play happily alongside their friends. They play with 'mini me' cut out 
photos of themselves and the staff in their role play. Children share resources and 
demonstrate beautiful manners. For example, they consistently say please and 
thank you without prompting as they play together. Children are building positive 
relationships with staff and each other. 

Children engage fully with the exciting activities on offer in this well-resourced 
nursery. They enjoy problem-solving and learning about cause and effect. For 
example, children clap with excitement as they let go of the car at the top of a 
ramp. They watch in amazement as they use pipettes to make liquid 'fizz' by 
adding vinegar and bicarbonate of soda. Children are developing positive attitudes 
to learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are effectively 
supported in this inclusive nursery. Staff identify any concerns about children's 
progress early. They engage effectively with parents and other professionals to 
enable targeted support to be put in place for children. Staff act on advice from 
the local authority and implement strategies to support children's development. 
Children with SEND make good progress from their starting points. 

n Partnerships with parents is a particular strength of this nursery. Staff gather 
detailed information from parents about their children before they attend. They 
communicate effectively with parents about their children's learning and 
development. Families who are experiencing difficulties are extremely well 
supported by the nursery team. Staff provide flexibility, advice and targeted 
resources to help meet the needs of each family. Parents say that their children 
love the nursery and are making good progress. They share that the staff are 
'always happy' and that they 'go above and beyond to help'. 

n The environment and resources support children's physical development. 
Children are encouraged to be physically active as they dance, climb, balance 
and run. Babies have many opportunities to pull themselves up as they learn to 
stand. Children strengthen the small muscles in their hands as they make marks 
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with paint brushes, scoop sand into moulds and throw balls to each other. 
Children are developing the physical skills they will need in the next stage of 
their learning. 

n Leaders are reflective and strive to continually improve the nursery. They 
identify key aspects of children's development that require more support and 
focus staff training on how to promote this. For example, leaders have accessed 
a range of professional development opportunities and advice in relation to 
supporting children's language development. Staff are becoming increasingly 
skilled in understanding how to effectively model language to children. All 
children, including those with SEND and those who speak English as an 
additional language, are making good progress.

n Staff know the children well. They use this knowledge to plan learning 
opportunities that target children's next steps and give them the knowledge and 
cultural capital they will need. For example, children grow their own vegetables 
outside and learn about life in different countries as they play in the Spanish 
café role-play area. Children demonstrate that they remember what they have 
been taught. They confidently use colour names and mathematical language in 
their play. They enjoy retelling stories as they share books with staff. All children 
make good progress from their starting points.

n Overall, staff interact positively with children as they play. They carefully 
consider what they want children to learn when they plan activities. However, at 
times, staff's focus on achieving the outcomes of the activities detracts from 
what the children are showing they are interested in. Staff do not always adapt 
their interactions and activities in the moment to reflect what children are 
showing they need to know next. This means that interactions with children do 
not consistently build on what they know and can do. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff understand their responsibility to protect children. They have a clear 
understanding of the signs that may indicate children are at risk of abuse. Staff 
know what steps to take if they have concerns about children's welfare or the 
conduct of a colleague. In addition, staff have a broad understanding of other 
safeguarding areas, such as radicalisation. The manager and staff team create a 
safe and secure environment for children. Children demonstrate that they feel safe 
through the secure attachments they have formed with the staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's understanding of how to adapt their interactions with children 
in the moment, so that they consistently build on what children know and can 
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do.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2567909

Local authority Sefton

Inspection number 10239385

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 3

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person First Steps Enterprise Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP558803

Telephone number 0151 665 0160

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Footprints@hattonhill registered in 2020. It operates from Hatton Hill Primary 
School, Liverpool. The nursery employs 10 members of childcare staff. Of these, 
eight hold a childcare qualification at level 3, one at level 5 and one at level 6. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 8am until 
6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-
old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Liz Dayton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the staff's interactions with the children and the impact 
of these on children's learning.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk and explained the intentions 
for children's learning.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including checking the 
suitability of the staff.

n Discussions were held with the manager and staff during the inspection.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity 

outside. 
n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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