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Blackpool C of E Primary School, Liverton, Devon TQ12 6JB

Inspection date: 8 September 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enthusiastically enter the club and a buzz of excitement fills the air. They 
quickly engage in the wide variety of activities on offer, keeping them highly 
motivated. Children play collaboratively, such as when building constructions or 
engaging in board games. They are highly respectful of one another and the 
environment. 

Children behave well. Staff use recent training they have attended at the on-site 
school to encourage further positive expectations. For instance, they raise their 
hand when they require children to stop and listen. Children react quickly and 
follow staff instructions, such as when responding to their name during 
registration.

Children are confident and keen to talk to visitors about their experiences at the 
club. They comment on the variety of activities available and of the supportive 
staff. Children show visitors how to make origami frogs and talk about other 
creations they are making, such as sea creatures.

Staff ensure children wash their hands upon entering the club to help minimise the 
risk of COVID-19. Parents currently wait outside the club when dropping off or 
collecting their children, but staff are eager to invite them back into the setting 
again in the near future.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff and children have formed positive relationships. Children enjoy the 
company of adults and invite them to join in with play activities. Staff and 
children play musical instruments together, such as singing well known songs 
while strumming on the guitar.

n Leaders are passionate about their role and thrive to ensure that the club is a 
safe and fun environment for children of all ages. They are enthusiastic in their 
ideas to develop the school's on-site forest school, so children can benefit from 
physical activities and develop their love of nature even further. 

n Staff ensure children's well-being is of high priority. New children, particularly 
those who have recently started the Reception class at school, have a 'buddy' to 
support their first days at the club. Older children show younger peers the 
routines and bathroom facilities. They read stories and kindly play with them, 
alongside staff, to ensure all children feel settled and secure. 

n Overall, parents speak positively of the club and how much their children enjoy 
attending. They refer to the welcoming and friendly staff and the safe 
environment. However, some parents do not always know about the wide 
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variety of activities available to their children, so it's important the setting 
ensures a consistent two-way flow of information. 

n Children have opportunities to express their emotions effectively. They place 
their named 'fish' onto a 'feelings tree' to indicate whether they feel happy, sad, 
worried, angry or upset. Staff use this well to identify and support children's 
personal development.

n Children enjoy a range of outdoor activities. They plant a variety of fruit and 
vegetables from seeds and nurture them well. Children show excitement as they 
pull up their carrots from the soil and observe new tomatoes growing on the 
plants. They learn about the growth and decay of flowers. 

n The club has strong links with the school. Staff receive a curriculum overview 
from the school to ensure the club's play activities couple nicely alongside the 
early years foundation stage for those children in Reception class. All children 
can use the school grounds, including the playground and fields to encourage 
physical exercise. 

n Staff capture children's views when planning the play environment. Children 
share their interests with staff who then incorporate these ideas on a weekly 
basis. Children tell staff about whether they enjoyed the activities and staff 
adapt them accordingly.

n Children have strong opportunities to engage in unique activities. For instance, 
children enjoy taking part in science experiments, such as creating their own 
bubbles using hairspray and washing up liquid. The club also seeks out other 
professionals so children can benefit from additional activities, such as animal 
encounters and making innovative 'fireballs'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The premises is secure. Children have free-flow access to three separate rooms 
and the outdoor area in safety. Staff use walkie-talkies to communicate with one 
another when children move between areas to ensure their welfare. Parents use 
the doorbell to communicate when they are ready to collect their children and staff 
ensure children meet their loved ones safely. Staff and leaders have a strong 
understanding of their role in child protection. They demonstrate how they would 
identify and report any safeguarding concerns to the nominated individual and local 
safeguarding partners where necessary. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2585675

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10239581

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 78

Name of registered person Fun in School Holidays (FISH) Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP528211

Telephone number 08445618847

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

FISH Blackpool registered in 2020 and is located on the site of Blackpool C of E 
Primary School in Liverton, Devon. The club is privately owned and has separate 
premises. The club is open from 7.30am to 8.45am, Monday to Friday before 
school, and then after school from 3.15pm to 6pm, term time only. There are five 
members of staff, all of whom hold appropriate childcare qualifications from level 6 
to level 2.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Steward

Inspection report: FISH Blackpool
8 September 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the premises and discussed how it is safe and suitable.
n Children spoke to the inspector and communicated their views of the setting.
n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual, area manager and the club 

manager about the leadership and management of the setting.
n The area manager and the club manager took the inspector on a tour of the 

setting and discussed how they organise the play environment for children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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