
Inspection of Sudbrook School
The Village Hall, Bute Avenue, Petersham TW10 7AX

Inspection date: 7 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children develop exceptionally strong bonds with staff in this warm and welcoming 
setting. They feel safe and secure because of the attentive and caring nature of 
staff. Children's behaviour and attitudes to learning are inspirational. They show 
extremely high levels of respect for each other and the resources they play with. All 
children, including those with special educational needs/and or disabilities (SEND), 
make excellent progress from their starting points.

Children are highly motivated and eager to learn. They show wonderfully high 
levels of engagement and enthusiasm as staff follow their unfolding interests. For 
example, staff skilfully support children to investigate rainwater, following the 
discovery of a leak in the roof. Children eagerly collect water in a tray and watch 
the raindrops 'plop' into the puddles. They discuss the impact of too much or too 
little rain on the environment. Other children dig up home-grown carrots and 
potatoes from the vegetable patch and marvel at the 'tiniest potato I have ever 
seen,' and count the 'legs' on wonky carrots. Staff support them superbly to further 
their understanding.

All children easily access resources to play with. Toddlers have immense fun 
making marks with paint on large boards. They then feel the paint with their feet 
as it drips on the floor. Children become extremely independent from a young age. 
Younger children learn to find their name pegs and hang up their coats, and older 
children self-register and put their leftover food into the bin at mealtimes. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff confidence to deliver the curriculum is very evident. They know the 
children extremely well and coherently sequence learning opportunities to 
develop their skills to the highest level. For example, staff support children's 
physical development superbly. They have an excellent understanding of the 
stages children move through when learning to hold pens and pencils, and they 
give children the support and guidance needed to develop from a full-hand 
grasp to a pincer grip. Staff precisely identify children who need to develop their 
balance and provide exciting opportunities for them to practise balancing while 
moving along a beam. They extend this to pushing along on balance bicycles 
and then using pedals to ride bicycles independently. This is highly effective in 
helping children to master new skills.

n Staff are highly successful at giving children rich experiences to promote 
children's understanding of other people. For example, children learn about how 
people live in different countries. They learn about deprivation and they actively 
raise money to fundraise to support others, such as children in Africa. This offers 
children unique and different ways to learn about people from other 
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communities and countries.
n Staff tell the inspector that the setting is a wonderful place to work and that 

they feel totally supported by the manager. They complete highly effective 
professional development and training, which enriches the provision. For 
example, staff working with the younger children learn about how to support 
children's natural curiosity and sensory development. This is having a superb 
impact in the one- to two-year-old room where young children are able to 
explore the activities within the environment at their own level. This leads to 
sustained levels of concentration in relation to children's age. 

n Partnership with parents is outstanding. The manager and staff fully understand 
children's needs and support families exceptionally well, such as by following all 
avenues to acquire additional support. Parents say that they feel completely 
involved in decisions regarding their children. They speak highly about the 
excellent support their children receive in preparation for their transition to 
school. In addition, parents frequently volunteer in the setting to share their 
skills and talents. For example, a parent who is an engineer built a propeller with 
the children who discovered how the crank enables the blades to turn around. 
These inspirational opportunities considerably strengthen opportunities that 
children have to develop their knowledge and skills.

n Children are highly motivated to learn, and they demonstrate consistently 
positive attitudes to their play and learning. For example, children of all ages 
enjoy stimulating and exciting learning opportunities outdoors. They delight in 
making their own decisions and solving problems in their construction play, such 
as when they decide where to join pipes together to enable the water they 
scoop and pour down them to trickle 'downhill'. 

n Staff are highly successful at taking intelligent and swift action to support 
children who encounter difficulties. For instance, in the past they have supported 
children with SEND to learn to manage their feelings and emotions. This has 
enabled them to fully benefit from the curriculum offered. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have excellent knowledge and understanding of safeguarding issues. Staff 
talk confidently about the risks of children being drawn into radicalisation. Staff 
know possible signs to look out for. They are confident in reporting any concerns to 
their safeguarding lead and, when necessary, beyond the setting. Staff carry out 
regular risk assessments, and children are taught to manage risks safely. For 
example, from a young age, children are taught about safety, and they learn the 
rules for their forest-school activities, such as for safe sitting around the fire pit. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY290818

Local authority Richmond Upon Thames 

Inspection number 10138181

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Jacqueline Mitchell & Joanne Jotischky 
Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902428

Telephone number 0208 940 7021

Date of previous inspection 26 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Sudbrook School registered in 2004. The setting is located in Petersham, in the 
London Borough of Richmond-upon-Thames. The setting operates Monday to 
Friday, from 8.30am to 4pm, all year round. The nursery is in receipt of funding for 
the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years. 
The setting employs eight staff to work directly with the children. The manager 
holds an early years teacher status qualification, and three staff hold relevant early 
years qualifications from level 2 to level 4.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Lamey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n The manager spoke to the inspector about how they support children with 
SEND. 

n The inspector carried out joint observations of a group activity with the manager 
and discussed the intentions for children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke with the manager, staff and children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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