
Inspection of Abbotswood Pre School 
and Day Nursery
Cupernham Lane, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 7LF

Inspection date: 2 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and separate from their parents with ease. They behave well 
and develop positive attitudes to their learning. The well-organised environment 
promotes their natural curiosity and eagerness to learn. Children are confident and 
interact with staff, each other and visitors. All children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make good progress. 

Children engage in a wide range of outdoor activities at the nursery. Toddlers 
squeal with delight as they splash in the rain puddles. Children enjoy listening to a 
story as they sit underneath the tree outside. They create the sounds of the 
animals as they join in the actions. This supports children to develop a love of 
books. Children access a wide range of learning opportunities. For example, they 
play with a variety of different-sized dinosaurs. Children predict whether the 
creatures will fit into the buckets of water. This helps to develop their 
understanding of size and shape.  

Toddlers enjoy playing with instruments. Staff praise them as they bang on the 
xylophones. This encourages the children to repeat their actions. They smile at the 
staff as they create their music. Babies cuddle their key persons for reassurance 
when they wake from their sleep. This promotes a sense of security. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The experienced manager supports the team well. Staff report that their well-
being is good and they receive support in their role. Effective systems are in 
place for the supervision of all staff. The manager observes staff's teaching. She 
provides them with constructive feedback to further improve their teaching. Staff 
complete regular training. This helps to keep their knowledge and skills current. 

n Staff generally put in place good hygiene practices at the nursery. Nappy 
changing arrangements are hygienic and staff wear protective clothing. Children 
wash their hands with warm water and soap. This happens before mealtimes 
and after using the toilet. As the children are outside most of the time, there is a 
strong focus on cleaning up after activities. For example, staff sweep the floor, 
picking up discarded food and cleaning the surfaces. Children use mirrors after 
mealtimes to look and see if they need to clean their faces. Yet, staff do not 
always prompt children to cover their mouths when coughing. This does not 
support children's understanding of how to keep healthy.

n Staff complete two year progress checks for children. Parents then access these 
online. However, staff do not always check that parents have contributed their 
views. This does not portray a full picture of the children's development, both at 
home and at nursery.

n Parents speak well of the care that their children receive. They talk positively 
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about how their children have settled into the nursery. They appreciate the 
online system used to communicate information. They comment on the daily 
handovers informing them what their children have done. They share the 
support they receive to continue their children's learning at home.

n Children with SEND receive good support. The special educational needs 
coordinator and key person work closely with parents and other professionals. 
They offer small-group sessions to focus on children's individual learning targets. 
Children get the input they need to help them achieve the best possible 
outcomes.

n Staff provide children with healthy meals, snacks and fresh drinking water. They 
ensure children's dietary requirements and allergies are fully catered for. Oral 
health is well supported in the nursery. Staff give natural toothbrushes to the 
babies' parents to encourage early brushing. Also, an oral health specialist visits 
the nursery. This professional talks to the children about looking after their 
teeth. 

n Staff encourage children's independence at every opportunity. For example, at 
lunchtime, they choose their own plates and cutlery and serve their own food. 

n Staff sing nursery rhymes to the children as they play and during daily routines. 
Children start to sing while playing in the outdoor area as they engage in 
activities. Staff use signs alongside words to support babies' and toddlers' early 
communication skills. They helps to further develop children's language and 
confidence. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of safeguarding procedures to 
keep children safe. They complete regular training to keep their knowledge current. 
Staff know the procedures to follow if they have concerns about another member 
of staff. They complete regular risk assessments of the indoor and outdoor 
environments, to ensure children's well-being and safety. Effective recruitment and 
supervision procedures help to ensure staff working with children are suitable to do 
so. Staff with paediatric first-aid training are confident in the procedures to follow 
in the event of a choking incident. This helps to keep children safe at mealtimes 
and in their play. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the monitoring arrangements for progress checks at age two, so that 
parents are able to be fully involved in the process and can contribute to the 
final document

n support staff to consistently follow and teach robust hygiene practices at all 
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times, to promote children's good health and their understanding of how to keep 
healthy.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY448922

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10250386

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 83

Number of children on roll 137

Name of registered person Abbotswood Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531722

Telephone number 01794 523686

Date of previous inspection 14 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Abbotswood Pre School and Day Nursery has been running since 1995 but re-
registered in 2012. It is a privately owned nursery, located on the outskirts of 
Romsey in Hampshire. The nursery opens from 7.45am to 5.45pm from Monday to 
Friday, for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery does not open on bank holidays. The 
setting receives funding to provide early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. There are 36 staff who work with the children, most of whom are 
qualified at level 3 or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lindsay Osman
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 

activity with the manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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