
Inspection of The Bush Nursery
The Bush Nursery, Pilton, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 4HP

Inspection date: 2 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children come into the nursery confidently. They settle quickly with the caring 
staff, who talk to them about what they have done at home and encourage them 
to join in with activities. Children have secure relationships with the staff, coming 
to them for cuddles and reassurance or to share their achievements. For example, 
children are keen to look for leaves and sticks in the garden to bring back to make 
shakers. They then take these shakers to other staff and proudly describe what 
they have just done. Children engage enthusiastically with a wide variety of 
activities, both inside and outside. Children show curiosity and become absorbed in 
their play. Staff encourage children to learn about their emotions by talking with 
children about how they feel.

The nursery remained open throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. The manager 
kept in touch with the families of children not attending at this time and sent 
parents ideas of activities that children could do at home. Parents are 
complimentary about the nursery and comment positively on the progress that 
their children are making. Parents value the communication from staff, which keeps 
them updated on what their child has been doing and how they can further support 
learning at home.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy sharing books and stories with staff and with each other. For 
example, children choose their favourite books and take turns to 'tell' the 
familiar story to each other using the pictures. They are learning to handle 
books carefully and turn the pages or lift flaps with care.

n Children show enjoyment as they join in with favourite songs and rhymes. They 
take turns choosing from the song cards and say what nursery rhyme it is before 
joining in singing. Children tell staff about different verses of the songs that they 
sing at home.

n Staff know children well. They know children's interests and use this knowledge 
to plan activities that will engage them and build on what they can do. Children 
join in enthusiastically with activities and talk to staff about what they are doing. 
However, staff do not always extend activities to challenge children further.

n Children are encouraged to count and develop an understanding of number 
through counting in books and rhymes. Older children talk about numbers and 
count confidently. For example, older children place large number tiles in order 
from one to 10 to make a hopscotch game.

n Children generally behave well. Staff use strategies to support children's positive 
behaviour, such as distracting children or giving them responsibilities to focus 
on. At times, staff are not consistent in following through with the boundaries 
they have set. This can result in some children not always understanding the 

Inspection report: The Bush Nursery
2 September 2022 2



expectations of the setting.
n Children proudly show structures that they have made and place these on the 

windowsill to show to their parents later. Children talk enthusiastically about 
their work, explaining that the triangles on their picture are a person's legs or 
that the shaker they have made is to take to the fayre.

n Staff encourage children's independence skills. For example, children are 
supported to pour their own drinks and put on their own coat and boots to go 
outside. Children are supported to make choices, such as whether they want 
milk or water to drink and what fruit they would like at snack time.

n Staff talk to children about where the food they are eating comes from and 
introduce children to new healthy foods. For example, children are shown cape 
gooseberries and staff explain the difference between yellow 'sweet' fruit and 
green 'sour' fruit. Staff encourage children to unwrap the fruit and identify 
whether it is ready to eat before trying one.

n The manager links with local schools to support children in their transition to 
school. For example, staff display uniforms from the schools that children will be 
moving on to, encouraging children to become familiar with the uniform.

n The manager identifies training that would benefit staff and develop their 
practice. Staff implement ideas they have gained from training, such as 
developing the outside area.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their safeguarding responsibilities and how to keep children safe 
from harm. They are aware of the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is 
at risk of harm and the procedures to follow if they have a concern. Staff know 
what to do if they have a concern regarding another member of staff and how to 
report this appropriately. The manager completes suitability checks of staff. Staff 
risk assess the environment and children's activities, talking to children about how 
to keep themselves safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend children's learning even further by providing suitably challenging 
activities for all children to meet their individual learning needs

n be consistent with behaviour management techniques so that all children 
understand and can follow the expectations of the setting.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 142802

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10234221

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 11

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Goode, Vivien

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907968

Telephone number 01749890327 

Date of previous inspection 19 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

The Bush Nursery registered in 2000. It is open Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 
5.30pm, for 48 weeks of the year. The nursery receives funding for the provision of 
free early education for children aged two, three and four years. The manager has 
a level 3 early years qualification. She employs two members of staff; of these, one 
is qualified to level 5 and one holds a qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louisa Painter
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The manager and inspector completed a joint observation of an activity.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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