
Inspection of Growing Patch Nursery
Shipston Enterprise Centre, Pittway Avenue, Shipston-On-Stour, Warwickshire CV36 
4DQ

Inspection date: 7 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at the nursery. Relationships with staff are 
good, and the children form close attachments. All children, including the youngest 
children, confidently move around their environment and select from a wide range 
of resources that capture their interest. For example, young children benefit from 
the use of low-level furniture which provides support as they pull themselves to 
standing. Children's confidence blossoms, as staff listen to what they have to say 
and respond to the gestures of the babies and younger children. Staff boost 
children's self-esteem through their praise and encouragement. Children behave 
well, and the atmosphere within the nursery is harmonious. They busy themselves, 
and strong friendships are formed. 

Children develop good physical skills. They carefully balance while walking on low-
level beams, kick balls with direction, and learn to use small tools, such as scissors, 
with control. They jump, run and move their bodies during action songs. Children 
become independent individuals making choices regarding their play. Older children 
access the bathroom freely and inform staff where they are going. Younger 
children enjoy the comfort of a cuddle when having their bottles, and they remain 
comfortable throughout the day as they have their nappies changed regularly. 
Children rest and sleep as they need to, and staff check them regularly to ensure 
they remain safe.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents are extremely happy with the service they and their children receive. 
They speak highly of the caring staff and the enjoyment their children have in 
nursery. Good systems for communication keep parents fully informed and 
involved in their child's learning.

n Staff know children very well. They develop a good knowledge of what children 
know and can do when they first start at nursery, and they use this to plan 
effectively from the start. Key information about children's individual needs 
enable them to tailor the care provided. Staff use information gained from their 
own observations to continually develop and enhance children's learning. 
Children make good progress. 

n Children's health and well-being is nurtured. They enjoy freshly prepared, 
nutritious meals each day which are respectful of dietary preferences and needs. 
Some children prefer to bring a packed lunch which are stored appropriately 
until needed. Children take part in activities to further support their awareness 
of foods that are good for their bodies. For example, they cut pictures of 
different foods to create a collage of a healthy packed lunch. Staff encourage 
children to think about foods that have a lot of sugar in and to have these as a 
treat occasionally. 
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n Children learn the importance of good hygiene routines and understand the 
need to wash their hands at appropriate times throughout the day. Staff 
encourage children's awareness of the need to wipe their noses and discard the 
tissues appropriately afterwards. Drinks are available throughout the day, and 
staff remind children to regularly have a drink.

n Children enjoy sharing their adventures with staff. They talk about their parents 
and things they have been doing at home. Staff encourage children's awareness 
of themselves, others and their families. Children use mirrors to look at 
themselves, their features and to recognise the colour of their hair and eyes. 
They talk about the special people and animals in their lives and are excited 
when they talk about who is collecting them from nursery. Children complete 
self-portraits, and they enjoy drawing parents and grandparents too. 

n Staff work in partnership with other professionals in a child's life. Their ongoing 
assessments enable them to identify quickly where there may be gaps in a 
child's learning and work closely with parents to access additional support for 
their child. Staff use simple signing with the children to encourage all children to 
communicate. Visual aids are also used to further support children's awareness 
of the routine and what is happening throughout the day.

n Staff meet regularly as a team to share good practice and share new ideas. They 
access mandatory training, such as safeguarding and paediatric first aid, and 
share ideas for additional training courses they are interested in. The manager is 
very involved and spends lots of time in the rooms with the staff and children, 
providing support as needed. However, systems for monitoring staff practice and 
help to raise the quality of the provision even further are not yet fully 
established.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff check the identification of all visitors to the setting and a record is maintained 
of their time on site. Risk assessments of all areas of the setting enable managers 
and staff to successfully identify hazards and take effective action to minimise 
them. As a result, children remain safe. Managers and staff understand their 
responsibilities with regard to safeguarding children. They are fully conversant with 
local referral procedures, and they ensure that swift action is taken in the event of 
any concerns about a child in their care. Effective recruitment procedures ensures 
that staff are suitable to care for children. Children are supervised well at all times. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed systems to monitor staff practice more effectively to support their 
ongoing professional development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2550371

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10215717

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Growing Patch Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2550370

Telephone number 07735475735

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Growing Patch Nursery registered in 2019. The setting employs nine members of 
childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications from level 2 
to 5. The setting opens Monday to Friday, all year around, except for bank holidays 
and two weeks at Christmas. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Boland
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector completed a learning walk and tour of the setting with the 
provider and manager. 

n The inspector observed the activities, indoors and outdoors, and the interactions 
between the staff and the children.

n The inspector held a meeting with the provider and manager and looked at 
relevant documentation, such as a sample of policies, training records and 
evidence of the suitability of staff. 

n The inspector spoke to members of staff, children and parents at appropriate 
times during the inspection and took account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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