
Inspection of Mini Me'Zzz Childcare
Caretakers Bungalow, Tornedale Infant School, Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster DN11 0NQ

Inspection date: 1 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders place children's well-being and happiness at the centre of everything they 
do. They hold children's confidence, security and sense of belonging in the highest 
regard. Children run in the gate in the morning, keen to join their friends. They are 
highly motivated learners, who eagerly explore their surroundings. The atmosphere 
is filled with fun and lively chatter. Staff's enthusiastic approach contributes to 
children's remarkable involvement and concentration during activities.

Staff reviewed and amended their ambitious curriculum during the COVID-19 
pandemic to incorporate more time for children to be outdoors. Leaders observed a 
positive impact on children's learning and continued this new approach. Although 
this is still being embedded, it successfully helps all children to learn and remember 
more. Children achieve well and develop new skills quickly. Babies giggle and smile 
as water runs over their hands and between their fingers. They develop confidence 
to take their first steps, encouraged by supportive staff, who know them well. 
Toddlers hunt for a bear while acting out a familiar story. They squeal with delight 
and roar along when they instruct a speaker to play the sound that a bear makes. 
Older children cooperate and become engrossed in their play. Together, they 
pretend to make a chocolate cake, mixing mud and water in the outdoor kitchen.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's learning is, overall, very well supported. Occasionally, however, when 
key staff are not present, plans for some children's learning are less focused. 
Staff do not always share precise information with others to ensure that their 
teaching consistently meets children's individual learning needs.

n Staff plan activities which reflect, and build on, children's life experiences. For 
example, they developed a construction area to incorporate children's interest in 
a local building site. Staff have provided a wildlife area for children who may not 
have experienced this outside of nursery. 

n Staff weave numbers and counting into activities and routines. For example, 
they teach children the meaning of 'half' while cutting up raspberries for a snack. 
This is a strength in staff's teaching and is reflected by children's very good 
abilities in mathematics.

n Staff support children's language skills well. They use simple, clear words with 
babies and richer language with older children to help them to extend their 
vocabulary. For example, children discuss how the words 'erased, vanished' and 
disappeared' mean the same thing, when washing away marks which they make 
on the pavement.

n Staff are keen to take part in professional development. However, leaders have 
not yet secured ways to check the impact this has on staff's teaching, to help to 
raise the quality of education to even higher levels.
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n Parents consider themselves to be part of the 'Mini Me'Zzz Family'. They 
commend staff for their patience, advice and for working in partnership with 
them.

n Children develop good self-care skills. For example, staff provide them with a 
mirror and cloth to clean their own face after meals. They understand the 
importance of good hygiene routines and tell visitors that they must wash their 
hands to get rid of the germs.

n The nursery is a welcoming space, where every child is valued. Staff plan 
carefully to ensure that care and learning plans for all children, including children 
with special educational needs and/or a disabilities, help them to achieve well 
and raise their self-esteem. 

n Staff model good manners and respect. Children are kind to one another and 
behave well. They learn to take turns, share and develop friendships with 
others.

n Children's emotional well-being and sense of security is a priority for staff. They 
help children to understand their feelings and frustrations, for example, by 
joining in activities in the 'feelings corner'. Staff use stories and puppets to help 
children to understand and express their emotions.

n Leaders are committed to ongoing reviews of their provision. This contributes to 
their excellent capacity for continuous improvement.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff know how to identify and respond to children at risk from harm 
or abuse. There are clear and appropriate procedures in place to deal with 
concerns about staff's suitability. Staff are deployed effectively to ensure that 
children are well supervised at all times. They follow clear procedures to keep 
children safe during routines, for example when sleeping and eating. Staff teach 
children to identify and manage risks. For example, children identify nettles in the 
garden and understand that they must not touch them. This helps children to learn 
to keep themselves safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support key staff to share more detailed information about their intentions for 
children's learning, to ensure that highly focused teaching is even more 
consistent 

n check that staff's learning from professional development opportunities 
translates swiftly and consistently into improvements in practice.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2577929

Local authority Doncaster 

Inspection number 10220051

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 12

Total number of places 21

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person Mini Me'Zzz Childcare Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number 2577928

Telephone number 07842957261

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mini Me'Zzz Childcare registered in 2020. The nursery is independently run and 
within the grounds of Tornedale Infant School in the Rossington area of Doncaster. 
It operates all year round 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank 
holidays and one week at Christmas. There are 14 childcare staff, of whom 11 staff 
hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including three staff at 
level 5. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Wilkins
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting has received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and staff, and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the 
setting. 

n The manager showed the inspector around the premises, and talked about the 
curriculum and the way the provision is organised. 

n The inspector observed staff's teaching and assessed the impact this has on 
children's learning.

n The manager and inspector observed an activity and evaluated it together.
n The inspector spoke to the manager and staff at appropriate times during the 

inspection. The manager discussed leadership matters and their plans for future 
developments.

n The inspector spoke to children during the inspection. She also spoke to a 
number of parents and took account of the views of others from written 
feedback provided.

n The inspector sampled relevant documents, including evidence of the suitability 
checks carried out on staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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