
Inspection of Sunhill Early Learning 
Peckham
Unit A-B, 4 Sternhall Lane, Southwark, London SE15 4NT

Inspection date: 2 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, secure and very well behaved. They benefit from a well-
organised curriculum, based on individual needs and interests. Staff are 
knowledgeable and very experienced. They know how to motivate the children, 
providing activities that engage and stimulate them. All children make good 
progress, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

Staff have high expectations and work hard to develop children's confidence and 
independence skills. For example, older children set the tables for lunch and babies 
wash their own hands and practise using 'real' cutlery to feed themselves. Despite 
the nursery not having an outside space, children visit the local parks every day. 
Here they practise their large-muscle skills and develop their understanding of the 
natural world. They observe changes in plants and trees over time and collect 
insects, which they look at closely through magnifying glasses. They talk about the 
insect's characteristics and find out more about them when they return to the 
nursery. This develops their knowledge and understanding.

Behaviour is outstanding. Every child understands the nursery's routines and the 
behaviour that is expected of them, both inside and outside the nursery. They all 
follow instructions carefully, keeping themselves safe on their daily trips. They are 
very kind and considerate to each other and thoroughly understand the importance 
of sharing and taking turns.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers understand the importance of evaluating the provision. They regularly 
consider the strengths and areas for development for all staff and the nursery in 
general. This helps them to identify areas that can be improved upon. Practice is 
constantly evolving, ensuring children receive good quality education and care.

n Managers make sure staff well-being is a strong focus. Staff report that they feel 
valued and supported at work. All staff receive regular supervision and 
professional development to improve their practice. Staff appear happy, 
confident and resilient when facing significant change.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents speak very highly of the nursery. 
They appreciate the regular updates they receive about their children's care and 
progress and ideas for how to support their learning and development at home.

n The key person system is very effective. Staff are invested in their key children. 
They are proud of their children's successes, celebrating key moments. For 
example, when babies use their words to name colours for the first time, staff 
are delighted and lavish praise on them.

n Children are resilient learners. They are encouraged to take controlled risks and 
to keep trying when they find things difficult. This helps build their confidence 
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and perseverance. 
n The curriculum is well planned and takes account of children's age and stage of 

development. The prime areas of the early years foundation stage are a focus. 
Children are given many opportunities to develop their creativity. For example, 
babies paint with their bodies and objects on large pieces of paper. They self-
select and mix different colours of paint, making patterns, while developing their 
small-muscle skills.

n Children's attitudes to learning are outstanding across the nursery. All children 
are highly motivated and engaged in their learning. Older children are supported 
to make choices about their learning. When they arrive at the nursery, they 
discuss what activities they would like setup and why. Their decisions are often 
based on previous learning, interests and experiences they have had at home. 
This helps them become confident and independent learners.

n Communication and language are generally taught well. Children have access to 
a wide range of books and are given many opportunities to practise their early 
writing skills and letter sounds. However, the teaching of spoken language is not 
always taught well by some staff. They do not always model the correct use of 
words and sentences and introduce new vocabulary. This means that although 
children are making good progress in their spoken language skills, it could be 
even better.

n Managers and staff understand the impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on 
some children's learning. They use this knowledge to focus on personal, social 
and emotional skills. This benefits children and any gaps in their development 
swiftly begin to close, particularly for babies and toddlers.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff risk assess the premises daily to ensure hazards are swiftly 
identified and rectified. Fire exits are clear and regular fire drills help ensure 
children are prepared should they have to evacuate the premises. Staff are 
paediatric first-aid trained and know how to respond should a child have an 
accident. Staff confidently recognise the signs and symptoms that may indicate a 
child is being abused or neglected. They also understand the procedures they must 
follow should they be concerned about the conduct of any person working with 
children. This helps to keep all children safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure all staff understand how to teach and model spoken language, improving 
children's speech and communication skills even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2570819

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10233531

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 77

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Sunhill Daycare (Europe) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519019

Telephone number 020 7277 8016

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Sunhill Early Learning Peckham registered in 2019. It is situated in the London 
Borough of Southwark. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 
6.30pm, all year round. There are 16 childcare staff. Of these, one holds qualified 
teacher status and 13 hold qualifications at level 2 and 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Paul Church
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Managers and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff and parents at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Managers met with the inspector to discuss the leadership and management of 
the nursery.

n Managers showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability of 
staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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