
Inspection of Zebedees Nursery
26-28 Walsingham Road, Bristol, Gloucestershire BS6 5BT

Inspection date: 24 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, secure and settled in the nursery. Children become engrossed 
in their learning and embed their knowledge because staff know how to use 
children's fascinations to engage them. For example, children build a train track 
indoors and outdoors, then use open-ended resources to build their own train. 
They work together to move large equipment, consider ways to solve problems and 
extend their vocabulary and imagination. Children explore and investigate the 
exciting activities and know where to find additional resources to develop their own 
ideas. 

Children remain engaged in group activities. For example, two-year-olds are eager 
to continue choosing songs to sing, by selecting pictures from a bag. Children listen 
and respond well to adults and each other. Staff successfully help children to keep 
trying with new tasks and skills, and children want to succeed. For example, staff 
ask older children good open-ended questions to help them think critically, such as 
'what else could we try?' and 'what could we use to make that more secure?'. Staff 
provide good support for babies' language skills. For example, they make eye 
contact and the babies smile at their key person as they talk to them. Staff respond 
in conversation as babies babble and provide words as children explore the 
resources.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager ensures an ambitious curriculum for children. She observes staff 
practice and asks them why they are doing what they are doing, to ensure they 
think about the impact on children. The manager has a good understanding of 
good quality teaching and she is supported well in her role by the nursery 
owners. Staff confirm how well they are helped in developing their practice and 
being given opportunities for training, to extend their knowledge and skills. 

n The manager intends for staff to use their observations of children's interests 
and development, along with discussions with parents, to plan a motivating 
environment where children are eager to learn. This is implemented successfully. 
Staff know their key children really well. They share good information with each 
other daily, so that all staff can support children in their next steps of 
development. However, occasionally, children spend time without support from 
staff, if their key person is not present, so they are not as challenged in their 
learning as others.  

n Staff focus on babies' prime areas of development and build on this throughout 
the nursery to give children a solid foundation for future learning. For example, 
babies cruise around furniture to look at photographs of themselves and their 
friends. Toddlers enjoy books and singing familiar songs, and older children are 
currently fascinated with letters and making up silly words. 

Inspection report: Zebedees Nursery
24 August 2022 2



n Staff extend children's vocabulary as they develop, so that the pre-school 
children use complex sentences, including those learning an additional language. 
However, teaching is not always helping children to hear and use correct words 
or information. For example, staff refer to a train as a choo choo and praise 
children when they repeat it. They confirm that all the animals children have 
found live on a farm, when a few of them do not.

n Parent comments about the nursery are positive, especially about the staff and 
how much their children love coming to nursery. Those parents new to the 
setting know their child's key person and comment about how effectively they 
helped their children to settle, finding out everything the parents know about 
their children. Parents receive good verbal and written feedback and comment 
on how successfully their children are prepared for school.  

n Children behave well and receive good support to understand how their 
behaviour can impact on others. There are strong, positive relationships 
throughout the nursery and staff are gentle with children. Toddlers and older 
children gain good independence, especially in managing their self-care skills. 
For example, they pour themselves a drink of water and older children serve 
their lunch.  

n Staff ensure children develop safe and healthy lifestyles. They teach them the 
importance of dental care, exercise, hygiene and healthy eating. Children help 
themselves to tissues and blow their nose, placing the tissue in the bin. They 
learn to manage appropriate risks, under supervision. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have regular safeguarding training and the manager checks their 
knowledge so they are clear about their roles and responsibilities. They know the 
signs and symptoms to be aware of should they have concerns that a child may be 
at risk of harm. Staff have a good understanding of their whistleblowing 
procedures, including who they can go to outside of the organisation. The manager 
and staff carry out good risk assessments for the premises and all outings. The 
manager ensures staff record and report any accidents or incidents. She monitors 
these for any patterns so she can act where necessary to keep children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus staff development on challenging all children, especially in their key 
person's absence, to make as much progress as they can

n develop consistency in the quality of teaching of children's communication and 
language development, so that children hear correct pronunciations and 
information.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2555088

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10215795

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 62

Number of children on roll 130

Name of registered person Zebedees Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2555087

Telephone number 01179853389

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Zebedees Nursery re-registered in 2019 and operates in Bristol. The nursery is 
open Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm all year, except bank holidays. They 
receive funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and 
four years. There are 18 members of staff. Of these, one holds early years teacher 
status and the manager has a management qualification at level 5. One member of 
staff holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 6 and seven hold a 
qualification at level 3. There are four apprentices. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine Douglas
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager led the inspector on a learning walk to discuss the curriculum and 
what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspectors talked to staff, parents and children during the inspection and 
took account of their views. 

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation in the pre-school 
room and discussed the quality of teaching and learning.

n The inspectors observed the quality of education in all rooms and outdoors and 
assessed the impact this was having on children's learning. 

n The inspector held a leadership and management meeting with the manager and 
nominated individual and checked relevant documentation to demonstrate the 
suitability of staff.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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