
Inspection of Belmont Farm Nursery
Belmont Farm, The Ridgeway, London, Middlesex NW7 1QT

Inspection date: 8 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children have an exceptional start to their education at this inspirational nursery. At 
every opportunity, staff teach children and support learning remarkably well. 
Children flourish and develop the skills they need for life-long learning. The nursery 
is brilliantly resourced and tailored to support children to learn about the world 
around them. For example, they enjoy forest school sessions and benefit from the 
on-site farm as they reap the benefits of being at one with nature. Children tend to 
fruit and vegetable patches and learn about a healthy lifestyle as they cook with 
home-grown produce. 

The nursery's 'love-based' approach supports children's behaviour to be exemplary. 
Staff talk to children about how 'sharing is caring' and children play harmoniously 
at all times. They work cooperatively outdoors to build homes for different people 
while enjoying the fresh air and space that nursery offers. Children are involved in 
setting the rules, and this helps them to consistently follow them, with staff acting 
as perfect role models. Staff put children's best interests and welfare at the heart 
of all they do. Babies approach them for warm and nurturing comfort. They feel 
safe and secure in the environment and are keen to learn and explore. This helps 
to make the nursery an amazing place to be for all children. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum provided by the manager and staff is inspiring. Children's 
development is meticulously monitored and the shared vision for learning is 
implemented seamlessly. The high-quality teaching across the nursery ensures 
that all children make excellent progress, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n The way in which the nursery helps to develop children's character is awe-
inspiring. Children are extremely confident, due to high self-esteem which is 
beautifully nurtured by staff. They view themselves in a highly positive sense. 
For example, babies say, 'I am brave and I am strong,' before independently 
tackling the challenge of the climbing frame. Older children showcase their 
creations on the 'proud table'. This gives children the self-worth and positive 
attitudes they need to succeed.  

n Children are incredibly independent. Older children 'pay' for their breakfast with 
'caterpillar coins'. This develops their mathematical skills and sense of 
responsibility. The daily 'fruit monitor' prepares healthy foods to serve to their 
friends as part of snack-time routines. Children manage their own self-care 
needs and babies help to hand out bibs at mealtimes before feeding themselves. 
Dentists visit the nursery to teach children about oral hygiene. This helps 
children to learn how to keep themselves safe and healthy. 

n Staff's focus on children's speech and language skills is exceptional. Babies are 
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quickly taught the first words they need to express their wants and needs. They 
delight as they sing songs that they choose by pointing at picture cards. Children 
are exposed to an abundant range of new words as they play. They talk about 
how things are 'unique' as they listen to stories. The sound of conversation and 
curious children's questions flows through the nursery. Staff ask thought-
provoking questions that encourage children to think deeply. For example, 
children develop a can-do attitude as they solve problems to build bridges 
outdoors. 

n Children develop a love of reading. Parents utilise the library to borrow books to 
read at home as part of children's 'reading challenges'. Older children are 
developing many early reading skills. For example, they identify sounds that 
letters make, to begin to read simple words. Their attempts at early writing are 
highly valued and they sign themselves into the classroom each morning. This 
prepares them for the next stage of education and moving on to school. 

n Parents say they are extremely happy and tell the inspector that they feel 
incredibly lucky that their child attends this nursery. The nursery ensures that 
parents are able to extend children's learning at home. For example, they hold 
monthly parent workshops on topics such as first-aid training, supporting 
children's language and weaning tips for babies. The parent committee gathers 
feedback which leaders are quick to act upon. Parents feel listened to and 
appreciate the excellent communication. 

n The manager is an incredible leader. Her dedication and passion for ensuring 
children have the best start in life are admirable. Staff report incredibly high 
levels of well-being. They say that they love coming to work and this shines 
through in their interactions with children. Staff receive countless training 
opportunities and coaching of newer staff ensures that teaching is of the highest 
quality across the nursery. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The nursery takes its responsibility to safeguard children extremely seriously. All 
staff have an incredibly strong knowledge of the signs and symptoms that may 
indicate that a child is at risk of harm. They are aware of referral procedures, 
should they be concerned about children's welfare, and how they would manage 
any potential allegations towards adults working with children. Recruitment 
processes are robust to ensure only suitable people work with children. Training is 
exceptionally effective. All staff members complete first-aid training. Children are 
taught how to manage risks and keep themselves safe through their contribution to 
the health and safety council. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2535298

Local authority Barnet

Inspection number 10215184

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 110

Number of children on roll 149

Name of registered person Belmont Farm Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2535297

Telephone number 02073184460

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Belmont Farm Nursery registered in 2019. It is located in Mill Hill, in the London 
Borough of Barnet. The nursery is open from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, and 
operates throughout the year, except for bank holidays and staff training periods. 
The nursery employs 41 members of staff. Of these, six are qualified at level 6 or 
above, including qualified teacher status and early years teacher status. Twenty 
members of staff hold relevant qualifications at level 3. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jessica Copland

Inspection report: Belmont Farm Nursery
8 August 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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