
Inspection of Little Me Nursery
Bramley House, 25 Main Street, Foxton, Market Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 
7RB

Inspection date: 3 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle quickly in this homely and warm setting. They enjoy playing in the 
engaging garden. Children use their physical skills to climb up steps and slide down 
the slide. They balance on stepping stones and crawl into tunnels and into a willow 
den with their friends. Children sit on rockers and use their core strength to propel 
themselves backwards and forwards, singing songs as they rock. They push large 
vehicles through the sand, using their imaginations as they play, such as making 
fire engine noises and shouting 'fire, fire!'

Children are given responsibility for small tasks. Staff encourage them to tidy up 
when they have finished playing. Children shout 'teamwork' as they work together 
to pick up and tidy away the toys. Younger children have close relationships with 
their key person, and climb onto their laps when feeling unsure or need comfort. 
Staff support babies to safely explore the water tray. As they splash in the water, 
they discover sea animals. When babies make noises and attempt to say words, 
staff encourage this. They model the words babies are trying to say for them to 
hear and copy. Babies smile when staff give them lots of praise and 
encouragement.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate about providing well-being support for their staff team, 
and they ensure that training opportunities are available. However, the manager 
has not yet implemented sharply focused coaching and training to support less-
experienced staff, focusing on their teaching and engagement skills.

n Children show high levels of independence. Younger children take off and put on 
their own shoes and independently wash their hands before mealtimes. Children 
in pre-school pour their own drinks and serve their food, using real crockery and 
cutlery. They ensure that their chair is safely pushed in under the table and they 
stack up their plates when they have finished.

n Children behave well at nursery and staff have high expectations for their 
behaviour. Children are kind and courteous to their friends and remember to say 
'please' and 'thank you'. They ask politely if they may leave the table after 
meals. Children are polite and kind to visitors to the nursery. However, staff do 
not support the transition between inside to outside play well enough. This 
sometimes results in children becoming disrupted.

n Children play imaginatively. They use toy bricks as phones, picking them up and 
saying 'hello'. Children explore the outdoor kitchen, selecting trays and filling 
them up with pine cones they have collected. Staff immerse themselves in 
children's play. They encourage the children to tell them what they have made 
for lunch and talk about their favourite food.

n Parents are happy with their children's progress and achievements. They 
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comment that any additional support needed for their children is swiftly 
identified. Parents talk about how the nursery is preparing their children for 
school and the activities and experiences they provide. They feel supported and 
say that their children have very close relationships with their key person. 
Parents comment that their children have flourished during their time at nursery.

n Diversity is celebrated at the nursery. Children are encouraged to recognise the 
differences between themselves and their peers. At mealtimes, they recognise 
differences in the food they choose to eat, and talk about how some people are 
pescatarians. Staff ask children what this means, and they confidently reply that 
it means they do not eat meat, but they eat fish. Children are beginning to learn 
about the wider world beyond their own, and life in modern Britain.

n Children are encouraged to lead a healthy and active lifestyle. Staff are aware of 
healthy diets and promote oral hygiene through daily tooth brushing. The menus 
are varied and fresh. Children have the opportunity to work with staff to plan a 
menu of healthy meals. This gives them the chance to make good choices about 
their diet. The children grow vegetables and herbs that they pick and enjoy, 
helping them to understand where their food comes from.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of safeguarding. They have an in-depth awareness of 
the actions they would need to take if they were concerned about a child's welfare. 
The manager and staff have regular training to ensure that they understand the 
signs and symptoms of abuse, including preventing children from being drawn into 
radicalisation, knowledge of county lines and female genital mutilation. The 
manager ensures that all staff have paediatric first-aid training and know how to 
respond swiftly to accidents and incidents that may occur. Robust risk assessments 
ensure that all children are kept safe and any risks are quickly minimised.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n implement sharply focused training for less-experienced staff to help raise their 
knowledge and skills to the highest level

n support staff to plan more effectively for children's transitions around the 
nursery, to enable children to remain focused and engaged.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 223236

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10138564

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 38

Name of registered person Little Me Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908037

Telephone number 01858 540042

Date of previous inspection 13 October 2015

Information about this early years setting

Little Me Nursery registered in 2000 and is located in Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire. The nursery employs nine members of staff, seven of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at levels 2 or 3. The manager has early years 
professional status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. 
Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stephanie North
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of a group activity with the 

manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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