
Inspection of Kids Planet Middlewich
Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 0JH

Inspection date: 10 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily at this nursery where friendly and familiar staff welcome 
them in. Children are eager to explore the carefully planned environment with 
activities set out to intrigue them. They become involved in different messy and 
sensory play and talk about their favourite treats as they make pretend ice cream 
with play foam. This helps children to share their own experiences and practise 
their conversational skills. Communication and language underpins the curriculum 
in all age groups. This helps children to make good progress. This includes children 
starting school and children who are new to the nursery.

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour and attitudes towards each 
other. Children learn about their own emotions and feelings as staff help them to 
play alongside each other. They share and take turns as they use the outdoor 
equipment. Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
in ways that are appropriate to their development. This helps to ensure they make 
the best possible progress. Children feel safe and secure at this nursery.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, staff supported children and families by keeping in 
contact with them and supporting learning at home.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There is an effective curriculum embedded throughout the nursery. Children 
learn language and new words through familiar songs, rhymes and stories they 
take turns to choose. Staff skilfully extend learning to link in with children's 
interests. For example, children retell parts of the three bears story, while 
making porridge after story time. Staff include mathematical concepts and 
physical skills, encouraging children to independently measure ingredients. This 
helps children to build on what they already know.

n Staff know children very well. Children engage in activities because staff make 
learning interesting. However, there are occasions where some activities do not 
challenge children enough. While playing number games, some children lose 
interest as they already know the answers. This means opportunities to further 
extend learning to ensure children make the best possible progress are 
sometimes missed. 

n There are a variety of opportunities for children to experience the local area. 
They learn about different roles in the community. Children have visits from local 
firefighters, police, dentists and nurses. This is following on from children's 
discussions about 'what am I going to grow up to be.' This helps children to 
understand what it means to be a part of a community.

n Children's behaviour is very good. Staff encourage children to think about their 
feelings. Staff support children to regulate their own emotions. Where 
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disagreements occur between children, staff intervene and support children to 
resolve their differences. Children learn to understand differences in each other. 
This is because staff positively support them when needed.

n Staff ensure they promote children's personal development whenever they can. 
Before wiping babies faces at lunchtime, staff make sure babies are happy for 
them to do this. This helps children begin to understand consent and 
independence in self-care from an early age. Older children use the bathroom 
independently. This builds self-confidence and self-esteem as children learn 
what it means to look after themselves.

n The manager is passionate and enthusiastic about the care and education 
provided at the nursery. She has good plans in place for staff's professional 
development. Staff report they have access to a range of training they can 
choose from. This helps them to build their knowledge and improve practice. 
Staff report good levels of well-being and workload.

n Parents are extremely complimentary about the relationships they have with 
staff. They are happy with the care their child receives. They say they know 
what their child is learning and that they can see progress in their development. 
They say they 'highly recommend' the nursery and are 'very thankful' for 
everything the staff do with their child. Staff share regular updates online so 
parents know what their child has done at nursery that day.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The whole team have an excellent understanding of safeguarding. They know what 
would make them concerned about a child's safety and well-being and understand 
the procedures to report any issues. They are aware of who to contact if they are 
concerned about a colleague's conduct. All staff have had up-to-date safeguarding 
training and the manager gives staff regular updates to refresh their knowledge. 
The nursery is well maintained and secure, with key-coded doors to keep children 
and staff safe. A password system is in place to ensure unauthorised persons do 
not collect children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to identify all opportunities to extend learning and further challenge 
children in all activities so that they make the best possible progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2564137

Local authority Cheshire East 

Inspection number 10221692

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 203

Number of children on roll 181

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 01606834634

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Middlewich registered in 2019. The nursery employs 52 members of 
childcare staff, 31 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
and above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, from 7.30am 
to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four 
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jasmin Sanders
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and manager undertook a learning walk of the setting and 
discussed the intent and implementation of the curriculum.

n The inspector reviewed comments by parents about their experiences of care, 
education and involvement at the setting. 

n The manager and inspector held discussions to assess the effectiveness of 
safeguarding processes, self-evaluation and training.

n Assessments of children's progress from their starting points were discussed 
with staff to evaluate the impact of the curriculum on outcomes for children.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector and manager carried out joint observations of practice.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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