
Inspection of Spring-Raf Shawbury
Royal Air Force, Shawbury, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 4DZ

Inspection date: 9 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Babies and children enjoy a wide range of fun and exciting activities. They remain 
engrossed in play and excitedly anticipate learning new things. Staff are animated 
and enthusiastic teachers. They interact with children with tremendous energy, 
which in turn helps to excite and engage children in their play. For instance, babies 
giggle as they play with multicoloured ribbons. They enthusiastically throw ribbons, 
developing their emerging physical coordination. Staff play alongside children and 
their animated interactions help to extend children's concentration and focus. 
Children of all ages are well supported in their learning. They enjoy entertaining 
and fun activities. Children are curious and inquisitive learners. 

Children's friendships flourish. They invite their friends to play games, and enjoy 
each other's company. Children are social, and friendships help them to learn how 
to play cooperatively and understand other's feelings. To illustrate, children use 
their imagination as they dress up. They play together, deciding which roles they 
will undertake in the imaginative game. Children play harmoniously. Furthermore, 
mealtimes are lovely, social occasions. Children and staff eat together. They talk 
about their day, chatting about the fun activities they have enjoyed. Children are 
social and enjoy the company of others. They behave well. Staff remind children 
what is expected of them, and behaviour-management techniques are effective. 
Boundaries are clear, fair and consistently delivered. For example, staff remind 
children to walk inside, explaining that they may trip if they run. Children respond 
well, and slow down to walk. Children are respectful and know right from wrong. 
They demonstrate impressive manners and are polite and helpful. Children 
frequently say 'please' and 'thank you' without prompt. Children develop a range of 
positive attitudes which create a secure foundation for their future learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The atmosphere throughout the nursery is welcoming and inviting. Children 
arrive happy and confidently wave goodbye to their parents. Parents compliment 
the staff on the gentle and kind care they provide for their children. This is a 
happy and nurturing nursery.

n The manager is motivated and forward thinking. A detailed and ambitious action 
plan is in place to aid future development and improvements. The quality of the 
nursery is good and continually improving.

n Staff complete regular training. New knowledge is effectively shared with 
colleagues to ensure training has the best possible impact on children. Staff 
comment they feel well supported by the manager who strives to create a 
culture of professional development. The manager monitors staff practice; 
however, peer observations do not always offer precise learning points to build 
staff knowledge and skills even further.
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n Staff are dedicated and committed to the nursery. Notably, many of the staff 
team have worked at the nursery for a number of years. This helps to promote 
good teamwork and consistency for the children who attend. Children benefit 
greatly from the experienced staff team who support them. 

n Observation and assessment procedure are well established. Staff observe 
children and know what they like and can do. They use this information and 
knowledge to plan age-appropriate activities linked to their interests and 
development stages. Assessment and planning procedures help to create a 
secure foundation for learning. All children make good progress in their 
development. 

n Children are confident communicators. Staff use effective teaching strategies to 
extend children's communication skills. They ask questions, listen to children's 
responses and engage in two-way conversations. Babies listen to singing, and 
repetition is frequently used to help them to understand what words mean. All 
children make good progress in their language skills. 

n Staff are kind and attentive to children's needs. Children benefit from plenty of 
cuddles and warm interactions. They respond well and are ready to learn. The 
role of the key person is well established, and children demonstrate they are 
happy and emotionally secure. However, sometimes, routines for babies do not 
offer sufficient flexibility to quickly respond to their changing needs.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff understand how to identify and respond to child protection concerns. The 
manager checks staff safeguarding knowledge regularly, and training includes 
wider safeguarding topics, including radicalisation and extremism. All areas of the 
nursery are safe and secure. Rigorous and effective risk assessment are in place to 
ensure that children play and learn safely. Recruitment and induction procedures 
are robust to help to maintain quality standards when new staff join the team. 
Children's welfare is well promoted.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen procedures to monitor staff practice and provide staff with clear and 
precise targets to improve their already good teaching even more

n help staff to understand the importance of ensuring daily routines are flexible to 
respond swiftly to children's changing needs.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2505269

Local authority Shropshire 

Inspection number 10207748

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 79

Name of registered person Action For Children Developments Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP539433

Telephone number 01939 250351

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Spring-RAF Shawbury registered in 2019. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, 
from 7.30am to 6pm. They operate for 50 weeks each year, closing for two weeks 
over the Christmas period. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of 
these, nine hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Jacques
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk around the nursery and 
discussed how the curriculum is designed.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager. 
n The inspector observed teaching and evaluated the impact of adult interactions 

on children's development.
n The inspector spoke with children, staff, parents and the manager during the 

inspection. Their views and comments were considered. 
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 

the suitability of those working with children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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