
Inspection of Daisy Chain Children's 
Nursery
2 Rose Way, Blaby, Leicestershire LE8 4BY

Inspection date: 22 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are resilient, confident learners. They arrive motivated to learn and settle 
quickly. Children demonstrate the ability to assess risk as they work together to 
build an obstacle course. They use their core muscles to lift, move and carry 
blocks, and place them in a line to balance on. Staff closely supervise them to 
ensure they remain safe. The children help each other to carry ladders to add to 
the obstacle course.  Mathematical language is weaved in to the activity as staff 
encourage children to compare size and shape. One child shows the others how to 
balance on the ladder, saying 'You have to keep your feet like that.'  Staff talk to 
the children about balancing and ways to move safely. 

Children use their imaginations as they play on the obstacle course 'to escape 
dinosaurs'. They laugh with delight and shout 'the floor is larva.' Staff immerse 
themselves alongside the children in their imaginary play, pretending to be the 
dinosaurs. Children squeal with delight as they run away. Toddlers become excited 
as they explore paint; they point to the paint and confidently tell the visitors what 
colours they have chosen. They use their small-motor skills to paint, using a variety 
of brushes. Staff members sit alongside and encourage children, joining in with the 
painting and talking to the children about they are doing. Children demonstrate an 
exceptional sense of pride as they show their creations.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The bold, inspirational management team have high ambitions for the children in 
their care. The balanced curriculum builds on what children already know and 
can do. The staff team use this to create inspirational opportunities for children. 
Interactions and teaching are consistently high in quality. As a result, all children 
are making rapid progress throughout the seven areas of learning. 

n Children show an interest in construction. Based on this, the staff provide real 
tools and play experiences as children undertake the role of a builder. Children 
use logs and replica bricks to build and construct.

n Children gain extensive knowledge of the natural world. They help to care for 
the nursery's rabbit. Children take the rabbit to the vets for a check up. The vet 
allowed the children to take a working stethoscope back to the nursery. Children 
listen to the rabbit's breathing and its heart beating, and staff support them to 
learn about the rabbit's anatomy.

n Babies are nurtured and cared for in the warm, inviting baby room. Enthusiastic 
staff members read stories about animals. They ensure their reading is slowly 
paced, allowing for pauses to let the babies process what they have heard. 
Babies gather round and immerse themselves in the book, making the animal 
noises with delight.

n Parents and grandparents speak of the 'exceptional development' of their 

Inspection report: Daisy Chain Children's Nursery
22 July 2022 2



children at nursery. They talk about the rapid progress children make and how 
the nursery feels like an extended family. 

n Musical development is given particular focus at this nursery. The children work 
with local musicians and early years experts to investigate sound and rhythm. 
They explore drums and other instruments. Children listen to a diverse genre of 
music. This helps build the children's language acquisition and confidence. 

n Staff also benefit from musical projects. Staff members are given time to 
immerse themselves in music therapy. They talk about how nursery feels like 
home. They speak about how the management team 'believe in them'. As a 
result of the investment in staff, the nursery benefits from a long-standing, 
motivated team.

n The management team ensure that all children have opportunities that broaden 
their experiences. For example, children get the opportunities to travel on the 
local bus service. They benefit from visiting local museums, further extending on 
their learning.

n Children's behaviour at nursery is exemplary. They are kind and courteous to 
their friends. They help support each other during the day; for example, they 
hold their friends hands when they are balancing on the beams, giving 
encouragement and praise when they achieve their goals. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding procedures are robust. All staff can identify children that are at risk 
from harm and radicalisation. The manager ensures that all staff are suitable to 
work with children. Staff are given a thorough induction so that they are familiar 
with reporting procedures and safeguarding policies. Staff quickly deal with 
accidents, reporting them appropriately and administering first aid. The manager 
ensures that all staff training is conducted on a regular basis and is up to date. She 
liaises with other agencies in a timely manner to further ensure children are kept 
safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY391861

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10138541

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Mrs Amanda Donkin & Mr Ian Donkin 
Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906221

Telephone number 0116 2776506

Date of previous inspection 8 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Daisy Chain Children's Nursery located in Blaby, Leicestershire registered in 2009. 
The nursery employs 11 members of childcare staff. All staff are qualified to level 3 
and above, including one with early years professional status. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.45am until 5.45pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stephanie North
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the setting and 
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observations of a group activity with the 

manager.
n Parents and grandparents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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