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Inspection of a good school: Harewood 
Centre Nursery School 
Harewood Avenue, Pontefract, West Yorkshire WF8 2ER 

 
  
Inspection dates: 6 July 2022 
 

Outcome 
 
Harewood Centre Nursery School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Every child is seen as unique at this nursery. Staff know the children well and give them 
the support that they need to develop in all of the areas of learning. Children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) do particularly well as staff work hard to find 
ways to support their specific needs. Due to this support, children quickly learn important 
knowledge and skills like taking turns or counting to five. 
 
Staff establish effective routines. Children move sensibly from one activity to another. For 
example, in the two-year-old provision, staff count to 10 on their fingers for children to 
know when to move from sitting on the carpet to choosing their own independent 
learning. Children enjoy playing and chatting with staff and with each other. They learn 
how to be independent and look after resources in their environment. 
 
Children behave well and care for each other. Staff support all children to improve their 
behaviour through warm and nurturing support. When children do something that is not 
in line with staff’s high expectations, staff talk to them about what they should do. They 
calmly explain what was wrong so that children understand how they should act in future. 
 
Parents and carers are highly appreciative of what staff do to help their children develop. 
As one parent said, ‘The extremely caring staff create special bonds with my child and I 
have regular updates from their key worker’. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders have rightly focused their curriculum on the important communication and 
language skills that they know children need to develop. They have planned out the 
vocabulary that children need to learn and understand in each area of learning. For 
example, in understanding the world staff use words like ‘rough’ and ‘hard’ when 
discussing pinecones outside. Children use what they have been taught in their play and 
when embarking on ambitious projects like searching for minibeasts and digging for 
dinosaur fossils. 
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Leaders have clearly mapped out what children should be able to do and know at the end 
of each half term. Staff plan for smaller steps of learning so that children can reach these 
long-term milestones. However, leaders recognise that sometimes this is quite difficult for 
staff to do as the half-term milestones are so broad. This means that some parts of the 
curriculum lack important precision and staff do not pick out the important knowledge and 
skills well enough. 
 
Leaders have ensured that the assessment that staff use is helpful and does not cause 
unnecessary work. Leaders have reduced the amount of assessment that staff need to do 
so that they can spend more time with children rather than filling in paperwork. Staff 
assess children’s knowledge well. Key workers identify what their assigned children can do 
and what they need more help with. Through regular meetings, staff discuss what 
children need to do next and so all staff know how to support children in taught sessions 
and interactions. 
 
Staff have a good understanding of early child development. Although some staff are new 
to their roles, leaders have trained them effectively and ensured that they have high 
expectations of what children can achieve. Staff watch what children are doing and then 
ask questions or remodel language to aid children in building up their vocabulary. Staff 
design activities matched to the curriculum. 
 
As well as enjoying stories and songs, staff ensure children get the grounding that they 
need in reading words. Staff emphasise rhyme and the sounds in words when reading to 
two-year-olds. By the time they come to the end of their Nursery Year, children can break 
down words like cat and pig into the sounds that make them up. This helps them move 
on to Reception Year with the knowledge that they need of the sounds that make up 
words. 
 
Children with SEND are well supported and their plans are very well considered. Children 
with SEND are asked what they enjoy and what they are good at. Parents are consulted 
on what their child needs. These contributions are well incorporated into the key worker’s 
planning and practice. Staff help children with SEND develop in their speaking and other 
important literacy and numeracy skills while also helping them to develop socially and 
make friends. 
 
Leaders have planned out how to support children to develop an understanding and 
wonder of the world. Children take part in Wakefield’s ‘50 things to do before you’re 5’. 
This includes visiting Pontefract Castle and going for a walk in the woods. Staff teach 
children about forming healthy relationships and the concept of democracy. All of this is 
done in an age-appropriate way that is helpful and meaningful for the children. 
 
Governors have worked well with the local authority to improve the quality of the 
questions that they ask about what is happening in the school. Some governors visit the 
school to check on this. However, governors do not know enough about the content of 
the curriculum and how well this is being taught.  
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Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Governors are very effective in checking on the safeguarding arrangements in school. 
They have encouraged leaders to bring in a new recording system. They visit the school 
to check that the site is safe and that staff are properly trained. Leaders in school use the 
new recording system well. Staff log concerns and leaders do not hesitate to follow this 
up with parents and external agencies if needed. Staff are well trained and they 
understand what to look out for and who to report concerns to. 
 
Leaders ensure that the welfare requirements of the early years are met. For example, all 
classrooms have a first aid box and all incidents are logged and passed on to leaders 
when needed. All staff have the training that they need and are suitable to work in the 
school. The record that leaders keep on this is accurate. However, some minor additions 
needed to be made to the single central record. This was done while the inspectors were 
on site. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Leaders have not broken down some of what children need to do in the curriculum into 

sufficiently small steps. Staff are sometimes not as clear or precise in what they need 
to do next with children. Leaders should ensure that they map out the curriculum with 
the small steps of progress that staff need to know. Staff should use this curriculum to 
plan activities and then assess against how well children have met these planned out 
small steps. 

 Governors do not know enough about the substance of the curriculum nor how well it 
is being implemented. Leaders do not pass governors enough information about this. 
The curriculum is not given sufficient evaluation by governors and so some of its 
deficiencies are missed. Governors should ensure that they evaluate the quality of 
education in the school. Leaders should pass on information to governors that helps 
them to do this. 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a 
section 8 inspection of a good or outstanding school, because it is carried out under 
section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We do not give graded judgements on a section 8 
inspection. However, if we find evidence that a school would now receive a higher or 
lower grade, then the next inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within 
one to two years of the date of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns 
about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem the section 8 
inspection as a section 5 inspection immediately. 
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This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good in 
December 2013. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can 
complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 108134 

Local authority Wakefield 

Inspection number 10211472 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 4 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 86 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Sarah Conway 

Headteacher Natalie Godfrey 

Website www.harewood.wakefield.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 22 February 2017, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school has a ‘pre-school’ for two-year-olds and a Nursery class for three- and four-

year-olds. 

 The current headteacher took up the permanent post in September 2021. 

 No children attend alternative provision. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic 

began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and have taken 
that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors met with the headteacher, the teacher in the three- and four-year-old 
classroom, two governors and a representative of Wakefield local authority. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these areas of learning and development: reading, 
mathematics and understanding the world. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed 
the curriculum with subject leaders, visited both classrooms and the outside provision, 

file:///C:/Users/mknox/Downloads/www.harewood.wakefield.sch.uk
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spoke to staff, spoke to some children while they were learning and looked at samples 
of children’s work on displays and in photographs. 

 Inspectors scrutinised a range of safeguarding documents, checked the school’s single 
central record and checked that the statutory welfare requirements were being met. 
Inspectors spoke to staff about their safeguarding training. 

 Inspectors spoke to leaders about wider opportunities for children. 

 Inspectors checked the plans for some pupils with SEND and checked what staff were 
doing to meet their specific needs. 

 Inspectors spoke to some parents outside the school and evaluated the  responses to 
Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Matthew Knox, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Peter Heaton Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates:  

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
 

© Crown copyright 2022 
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