
Inspection of Banana Moon Day 
Nursery
208 Sandhills Avenue, North Hamilton, Leicester, Leicestershire LE5 1PL

Inspection date: 4 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children behave well and play cooperatively with their peers. They show pride in 
their achievements. For example, when four-year-old children begin to write their 
name, they are keen to tell their friends. When one-year-old children begin to walk, 
they clap their hands, showing pride in their abilities and a positive attitude to 
learning. Children have good relationships with staff. They show strong bonds with 
their key person and go to them for comfort. Children are keen to join activities 
with their friends. Two- and three-year-old children sing songs with staff and join 
in with action rhymes. They listen and follow instructions when they are asked to 
clap and shake their hands.

All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, are 
supported to progress well. Children are encouraged to extend and recall their 
knowledge of wildlife. They learn that frogs sit on rocks and lily pads. When 
children use dough to make pretend butterflies, staff ask them to remember what 
they have previously learnt about butterflies. Children say that they come from 
caterpillars and cocoons. The manager uses additional funding for some children to 
provide resources, such as puppets. Staff use these to help children to understand 
their emotions and talk about how they are feeling.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have made significant improvements since their last 
inspection. The manager ensures the ongoing suitability of all staff to help 
promote children's safety. She ensures that any accidents are recorded and 
shared with parents. Good hygiene practices are in place. For example, staff 
remind children to wash their hands prior to eating and make sure that children 
are safe when they are sleeping.

n Staff manage children's behaviour well. They encourage them to follow the rules 
and boundaries in the nursery. This includes asking children to use their 'walking 
feet' indoors. Staff give children plenty of praise and encouragement for their 
achievements, helping to raise their self-esteem.

n Staff offer children a healthy range of meals and snacks. However, there are 
some weaknesses in staff's organisation of some daily routines, such as snack 
and mealtimes. Children under the age of three years occasionally spend 
unnecessary amounts of time waiting and are not fully engaged in learning. 

n Staff know the children well and how to support them to progress in their 
learning. The provide a curriculum that encourages babies to feel safe and 
secure when they first start attending. Settling-in sessions are offered to 
encourage children to become familiar with the nursery and staff. Staff use 
information from parents to implement consistent care routines for babies. 

n The manager leads her staff team very well. She offers them valuable support 
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and training to extend their professional development. Staff say that the 
manager supports their well-being effectively. However, some less-experienced 
staff need further support to identify how to develop their own interactions and 
teaching, to help improve outcomes for children even further. 

n Staff provide children with frequent daily opportunities for fresh air and exercise. 
This is particularly beneficial for some children who do not have these 
experiences at home. In the garden, children excitedly jump to try to pop 
bubbles that float in the air. They are encouraged to manage risks when they 
climb on larger apparatus. 

n Children are supported emotionally to be ready for their move on to school. For 
example, the manager invites teachers to see the children in the nursery. This 
helps children to become familiar with the person who will be caring for them. 
Information is shared with school teachers about children's development, to help 
promote consistency in their learning. 

n Staff encourage children to develop skills for the future. For example, they 
encourage children to be independent. Two-year-old children serve themselves 
food at lunchtime. Four-year-old children pour paint into pots by themselves.

n Staff support children's communication and language skills well. They sing 
nursery rhymes with babies when they change their nappies. This helps to make 
it a positive experience for them. Staff talk to children when they play alongside 
them. Children are confident communicators who are keen to share their 
thoughts and views with staff. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that staff have a good understanding of safeguarding. Staff 
attend training courses to develop their knowledge of how to identify the signs and 
symptoms that a child is at risk of harm or abuse. This includes if children are 
being exposed to extreme views or beliefs. The manager and staff know where to 
report concerns about a child's welfare or if they are worried about the behaviour 
of staff who work with the children. This helps to promote children's safety. Staff 
ensure that the environment is safe for children to play. Main doors and garden 
gates are securely locked and bolted. This helps to keep children safe and stops 
unauthorised people from entering the premises. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of some daily routines to provide consistent 
opportunities to fully engage children in learning

n strengthen and embed support for less-experienced staff to help promote 
outcomes for children even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2576625

Local authority Leicester

Inspection number 10232724

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 84

Number of children on roll 94

Name of registered person Shining Stars Day Care Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2576624

Telephone number 01162968022

Date of previous inspection 3 March 2022

Information about this early years setting

Banana Moon Day Nursery registered in 2020 and is situated in North Hamilton, 
Leicestershire. The nursery employs 19 members of childcare staff. Of these, 11 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, one holds level 4 and the 
manager holds early years teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday all year round, apart from one week over Christmas. Sessions are from 
7.30am until 6.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed how she intends to implement the curriculum. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning

n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the nursery manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and deputy manager. 

She reviewed relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the nursery. 

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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