
Inspection of Imagination Preschool: 
Battersea Park
St. Marys School, 7 St Josephs Street, London, Wandsworth SW8 4EN

Inspection date: 16 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Practitioners and the manager greet families with a warm welcome when their 
children arrive. They have a friendly chat and gather important information to 
support children throughout the day. Children show that they feel safe and secure 
in this nurturing setting. They settle with ease with their familiar adults and happily 
join their peers with a readiness to learn. Children demonstrate a sense of 
belonging. They find their photo for self-registration and put away their belongings 
on their peg. 

The key-person system works well to support all children. Children are given time 
to settle into their rooms. Leaders observe their interactions and development over 
the first six weeks. They allocate a permanent key person based on the bonds that 
children make and the skills of the practitioner to meet their individual needs. This 
helps to build a secure foundation for children's future learning. 

Children develop their independence skills. From a young age, children serve their 
own food and drinks, take their breakfast bowls to the sink and are given knives 
and forks at mealtimes. This helps children to develop the skills and confidence 
that they need for later life. Practitioners have high expectations of children's 
behaviour. Children understand their expectations and follow the 'golden rules'. 
They are gently reminded to say 'please' and 'thank you' throughout the day. This 
supports children's positive behaviour.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Practitioners are committed to meeting children's needs and they are proud of 
the achievements that children make. Practitioners attend regular supervision 
sessions with the manager. They use this time to discuss their well-being and 
continuous professional development. Practitioners receive online and in-house 
training. This helps them to further build on the skills that they need to support 
children and their learning. 

n Parent partnership is effective. Parents report that they feel well informed about 
their children's development and feel involved with their learning journey. 
Practitioners update parents about their children each day. They share activities 
and resources that children enjoy, to support parents with children's learning at 
home. 

n Overall, children across the nursery progress well in their language development. 
Practitioners support all children to develop their communication and language 
skills through language programmes appropriate for the different age groups. 
These are implemented to support all children and close the gap for children 
with delayed language development. 

n Practitioners speak clearly to children and repeat back what they have said with 
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the correct pronunciation and extend their sentences. This helps children to 
expand their vocabulary. Older children confidently hold conversations with 
practitioners about their favourite stories and home experiences. 

n Practitioners use questions as a method to find out what children recall from 
activities and extend their learning. However, at times, practitioners do not give 
children sufficient time to process the question and respond before repeating the 
question.

n Children who speak English as an additional language are well supported and 
make good progress. Practitioners use visual aids, such as pictures, signing and 
real objects, to support all children to follow routines, learn language and 
develop their understanding. They gather words in children's home languages to 
help them to settle and feel included. Practitioners who speak different 
languages are utilised to support children and families.

n Practitioners use information gathered about children's cultural background to 
develop positive attitudes and respect for others. Children learn about different 
people and cultures through ongoing activities about different countries. For 
instance, each term children 'travel' to different countries. They learn about the 
language, culture and food. Children make creations to represent the country 
that they are learning about. For example, children worked together to recreate 
the Eiffel Tower. 

n Practitioners support children to learn about their feelings and emotions. They 
use resources such as books and emotion props. For example, at group time, 
practitioners ask younger children if they are 'happy' or 'sad' with the choice of a 
happy or sad face prop. Children are then encouraged to talk about why they 
feel that way. However, during situations of minor conflict, practitioners do not 
acknowledge children's feelings, and children are not always supported to 
resolve the issue themselves. 

n Leaders are passionate about outcomes for children. They plan for children to 
learn in more creative ways in a family based environment. Leaders have high 
expectations for what children should achieve and support practitioners to 
deliver the curriculum in ways that support children's individual learning and 
development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and practitioners have a good knowledge of safeguarding. They are 
confident to follow procedures and report concerns to the relevant agencies to 
keep children in their care safe from harm. This includes whistle-blowing against a 
colleague. Leaders keep practitioners' knowledge and understanding up to date 
with regular training and discussions in supervisions and staff meetings. 
Practitioners carry out risk assessments for the indoor and outdoor environments. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide children with enough time to process and respond to questions asked to 
further support their language development

n support children to resolve situations themselves and acknowledge other's 
feelings, such as by naming children's emotions during minor conflicts. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2551881

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10215749

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 48

Name of registered person Imagination Pre-School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2525638

Telephone number 02074986455

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Imagination Preschool: Battersea Park registered in 2018 and is situated in the 
grounds of St. Marys School, located in the London Borough of Wandsworth. The 
nursery is open all year round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. It employs 
12 staff, nine of whom hold relevant childcare qualifications of level 2 and above.  
The nursery offers funded places for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katie Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the nursery, and discussed the safety and suitability of the 
premises.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and manager about the 

leadership and management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, and assessed 

the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of practitioners working in the nursery.
n The inspector talked to practitioners during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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