
Inspection of Happy Nest Day Nursery
Fellows Court Family Centre, Weymouth Terrace, London E2 8LR

Inspection date: 18 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this highly stimulating nursery. They curiously explore a rich, 
sensory learning environment. They use multiple senses to investigate intriguing 
objects to explore how they feel, move and work. This stimulates children's 
imagination and facilitates critical thinking. Children relish in their time outside. 
They participate in daily physical literacy activities to develop their fundamental 
movement skills. For example, as children play chase, they learn to avoid obstacles 
while running. Children learn about nature as they help to plant and harvest fruit 
and vegetables they grow in the garden. They pick herbs and chop up vegetables 
to make experiments in the mud kitchen.

Children display an impressive understanding of the behavioural expectations of 
the setting as they share and take turns. Staff are skilled at supporting children to 
recognise their own feelings by labelling their emotions and understanding how to 
independently manage them. Children use manners regularly and say, 'no thank 
you' and 'yes please' without prompting. Children delight in learning important 
independent skills. They independently prepare the food table as they lay down the 
placemats, cups and jugs of water. Children learn about important healthy 
practices, such as washing their hands and brushing their teeth after breakfast. 
They tell visitors that their teeth 'will go black' if they do not clean them every day.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers are highly motivated and inspirational. They have a clear vision for 
continued excellence and effectively reflect and evaluate their provision. They 
ensure the highly qualified staff team place children at the heart of everything 
they do. For example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the setting remained 
partially open and ensured children received activities, books, and resources to 
continue their learning at home.

n Leaders and managers ensure staff feel supported and valued. Staff take part in 
regular in-house training to ensure their knowledge is up to date and effective. 
They say managers facilitate a positive workforce where they feel able to 
continue their own personal development.

n Staff deliver an ambitious curriculum that is based on children's individual needs, 
interests, and next steps of development. Alongside the well planned and 
thorough curriculum, the staff also implement intervention programmes to 
ensure all children are making excellent progress in their speech and language 
development. For example, during circle times, children practise sounding out 
and saying large words such as 'ambulance' and 'garbage truck'. 

n Staff continuously interject new vocabulary into conversations. They describe the 
texture of ingredients as children help to make play dough. Staff make excellent 
use of sign language and picture clues to enhance children's understanding of 
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speech. They embrace and take full advantage of the range of languages spoken 
by staff and children at the setting. Children who speak English as an additional 
language make excellent progress.

n Staff teach children new concepts weekly. They learn directional language and 
practise crawling under nets to reinforce their understanding of different 
concepts. Mathematical language is skilfully woven into all activities and 
conversations. For example, during a cooking activity, staff wonder whether they 
will need 'more' or 'less' water. This inspires children to test and assess their 
own thoughts and ideas. Children learn to count and measure using spoons to 
add ingredients into their mixtures. 

n Children's learning is sequential. Staff help prepare children's transitions to 
school and build on the skills children already know. They provide a range of 
activities that strengthen children's physical abilities and concentration skills. For 
example, children focus intently on the creations they make using real-life tools 
and materials. They carefully use screwdrivers and hammers to make models 
that represent scenes from their favourite stories. Staff facilitate children to 
develop a love for books. Children borrow books to share with their families at 
home. The many opportunities for mark making ensure children develop a keen 
interest in pre-writing skills.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery and say that the 'positives are endless'. They 
feel the communication between staff and parents is excellent and helps them to 
feel fully involved in their child's care and development. Parents comment on 
how supportive staff are in ensuring children with additional needs continue to 
make superb progress due to the support plans in place. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm and have a very 
clear understanding of their duty and responsibilities to protect children. They 
know how to identify and report concerns, including via whistle-blowing. Managers 
ensure staff keep their knowledge up to date with regular training, including on 
wider issues, such as radicalisation. When appointing new staff, the managers 
follow thorough recruitment processes to assure themselves that staff are suitable. 
There are robust induction plans in place for all new staff. Managers also review 
existing staff's suitability regularly.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 144540

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10137926

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 39

Number of children on roll 29

Name of registered person Happy Nest Nursery

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523620

Telephone number 02077 393193

Date of previous inspection 4 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

Happy Nest Day Nursery registered in 1984 and is managed by a voluntary 
management committee. It operates in the Shoreditch area, within the London 
Borough of Hackney. The nursery is open each weekday from 8.30am to 5.30pm 
throughout the year. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early 
years education for children aged two, three and four years. The nursery employs 
11 staff, including the manager. The manager and a senior member of staff have 
early years professional status, four members of staff hold a qualification at level 6 
and three hold qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Small
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the acting manager and viewed all 
areas of the premises. She explained how the early years provision and 
curriculum are organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of interactions during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 
times during the inspection. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of all persons living and working in the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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