
Inspection of Claremont 
Neighbourhood Nursery
160-162 Swinton Park Road, SALFORD, Manchester M6 7PA

Inspection date: 3 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and safe at this good nursery. They settle quickly and are eager 
to seek out play opportunities. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, leaders 
continue to prioritise creating a nurturing environment. An effective key-person 
system allows staff to support children's confidence and emotional well-being. For 
example, children know that they can approach staff for reassurance and for a 
cuddle.

Children have positive attitudes towards their learning. They develop their own 
ideas and imaginations while they play. For example, children feed bottles to dolls. 
They use wooden blocks to make a house, pointing out the steps and saying that 
'We can walk down them.' Children show good small-muscle skills as they use 
pencils to make pictures and while pressing pieces of play dough on their 
fingernails to make 'painted nails'. Children build their mathematical knowledge, 
such as when describing the cars which are 'stuck', saying that there are 'lots'. 
They show good large-muscle skills while using tricycles and scooters outdoors. 
Babies are eager to fill buckets with sand using spades. They say 'yay' with delight 
as they pour water from containers. Babies develop their core strength and learn to 
take their first steps.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate in their vision of 'every child matters'. They aim to 
provide children with a language-rich environment and opportunities for outdoor 
learning. Self-evaluation includes the views of children, parents and staff. This 
helps leaders to reflect on how to further improve the nursery.

n Children, including those with funded places and children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities, make good progress. In the main, staff 
provide children with a balanced curriculum, following their interests and 
building on their prior knowledge. For example, children excitedly enact the roles 
of firefighters and use a hosepipe to 'put out the fire'. However, the 
implementation of some activities does not always fully promote children's 
engagement in learning, or further extend their knowledge and skills. This 
means that children do not consistently make the best possible progress.

n Overall, staff support children's communication, language and literacy 
development well. They sing songs to children throughout the day and 
encourage them to develop a love of books. Staff model new words and children 
repeat these while they play. For example, babies repeat the word 'drip' as they 
watch cornflour drip from their hands.

n Children behave well. They are well mannered and show curiosity towards 
visitors, for example, when waving at the inspector and greeting him with a 
smile. Children play well with their friends and show pride in their achievements, 
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such as when building a big tower together.
n Children learn about similarities and differences between themselves and others. 

For example, they learn about St Patrick's Day and dress up to celebrate Pride. 
Children go on the bus to visit places in the local community. These 
opportunities help to prepare children for life in modern Britain.

n Care practices are good. Staff prioritise children's independence from the earliest 
age. For example, babies learn to use cutlery to eat home-cooked, nutritious 
food. They help to tidy toys away. Older children serve their own food and help 
to sweep the floor after lunch. They learn to climb stairs safely and show a 
sense of belonging as they put their drawings into their own pigeonhole.

n Partnership working is strong. Leaders make links with schools and external 
professionals. Parents report that they could not be happier with the nursery. 
They say that their children are 'seen as individuals' and that staff are 'an 
extension of our support network'.

n Staff work in a close-knit team. They comment that the nursery is 'like a big 
family'. Staff feel valued through schemes, such as 'employee of the month' and 
'shout out' awards. Leaders ensure that staff complete mandatory training, for 
example, in paediatric first aid. That said, the programme of professional 
development is not highly focused to support staff in further developing their 
knowledge and skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The premises are safe and secure. Leaders follow robust recruitment procedures, 
which ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. They make sure that 
staff access up-to-date training in safeguarding and that they understand the 
nursery's policies and procedures. For example, leaders ask staff questions to 
check their understanding. Staff know the local authority referral procedure and 
understand how to help protect children from harm. They know the steps to follow 
if there are any concerns around children's welfare or the conduct of a colleague. 
Staff understand safeguarding issues, such as neglect and sporadic attendance.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n sharpen the feedback given to staff around their practice, to fully promote 
children's engagement in learning and to help them to make the best possible 
progress

n strengthen the programme of professional development to support staff in 
further developing their knowledge and skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY254163

Local authority Salford

Inspection number 10129158

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Cranford Child Care Services Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521228

Telephone number 0161 745 9303

Date of previous inspection 19 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

Claremont Neighbourhood Nursery registered in 2003 and is situated in Salford, 
Manchester. The nursery employs 16 members of staff. Of these, 11 hold early 
years qualifications at level 3 and above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
David Lobodzinski
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in his evaluation.

n The management team and the inspector completed a learning walk.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children throughout 

the day and evaluated the impact on children's learning. 
n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager.
n The inspector held discussions with the management team, staff and children at 

appropriate times during the inspection. 
n Parents' views were considered, through a discussion and written testimonials.
n The inspector held a meeting with a representative from the local authority. 
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 

the suitability and training of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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