
Inspection of Todmorden Children's 
Centre Nursery
Todmorden Community College, Burnley Road, Todmorden OL14 7BX

Inspection date: 28 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children feel happy and secure in the nursery environment. They demonstrate this 
as they sing to themselves and invite visitors to join in their play. Children are 
highly skilled communicators. They hold extended back-and-forth conversations 
with each other and adults. Staff frequently introduce new vocabulary to the 
children. For example, children discuss different ways to cook eggs as they play in 
the home corner. Staff introduce cooking vocabulary, such as 'scrambled', 'fried' 
and 'boiled'. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are very well 
supported. Staff attend to children's medical needs with care and sensitivity, and 
support their communication with strategies such as signing. Children have lots of 
opportunities to fulfil their sensory needs, exclaiming with delight as they feel 
resources, such as paint on a foil surface. All children are treated equally. 

Babies thrive from the caring interactions that take place and they quickly settle in. 
They laugh as they use their muscles to climb to the top of the bridge and smile 
when staff cheer at their early walking steps. Children concentrate for long periods 
and keenly take part in activities. Staff observe children's interests and build on 
their ideas. Older children become interested in blowing bubbles in the water tray 
and staff encourage them to test out their ideas. Children explore whether they can 
create bubbles with different types of tubing and straws. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff frequently build children's mathematical skills. Children count their fingers, 
the number of children and the amount of cups and plates they need for lunch. 
Older children quickly problem-solve and work out simple addition calculations. 
They calculate they need six more plates to make ten. Staff working with 
younger children promote mathematical language using words such as 'big' and 
'small' as they build a train track.

n Parents say that they feel welcome and well supported to develop their 
children's learning at home. The nursery provides parents with a wealth of 
information to help keep children safe, such as healthy eating, oral hygiene and 
staying safe online. Parents are very pleased with the progress their children 
make. 

n Children develop an interest in rhymes and books. Younger children listen 
attentively to stories and begin to name animals and characters in the book. 
They begin to get a sense of rhyming words. Staff miss out end words from 
familiar rhymes and children attempt to fill them in. This develops their language 
skills. Older children choose books independently and staff often burst into song 
with children, singing a range of familiar rhymes. 

n Younger children begin to understand the behavioural expectations in the 
nursery as staff encourage them to take turns in simple games and begin to 
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share resources. Staff working with younger children quickly address any 
unacceptable behaviour in sensitive and effective ways. However, staff working 
with older children do not consistently help them to develop a deeper 
understanding of expectations, such as listening carefully to staff as they read a 
story to the group.

n Children demonstrate their independence. For example, they wash their hands 
before snack and lay the table for lunch. They register themselves in class as 
they arrive and gradually learn to serve themselves food at mealtimes. 

n Staff find out what children can do on entry to the nursery and use assessment 
effectively to identify any possible gaps in learning. Leaders and managers 
devise a carefully sequenced curriculum that builds on children's skills. However, 
staff are not fully involved in this process, to help them develop a deeper 
understanding of how to support children to make even higher rates of progress. 

n Children find out about life in modern Britain by celebrating a range of festivals 
throughout the year. For instance, recently, children held an Eid party. They 
read stories about this festival and created cards. All children had opportunities 
to experience mehndi patterns.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and managers give high priority to children's safety and welfare. Staff 
members confidently talk about the signs and symptoms of abuse. They know what 
to do if they are worried about a child and who they should report their concerns 
to. Leaders quickly identify children and families that need additional support and 
provide a comprehensive package of help through their family support team. 
Leaders work with the local authority and headteachers of local schools to identify 
areas of need within the local community. They try to address these needs in their 
annual action plans.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure that staff working with older children consistently apply the agreed high 
expectations of behaviour and conduct, in order to support children's listening 
and independence skills 

n support leaders and managers to monitor the implementation of the intended 
curriculum aims throughout the nursery, to ensure children are consistently 
challenged and their learning is extended. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY486587

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 10218651

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Halifax Opportunities Trust

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532937

Telephone number 01706399970

Date of previous inspection 30 August 2016

Information about this early years setting

Todmorden Children's Centre Nursery registered in 2016 and is located in 
Todmorden. The nursery employs 12 members of childcare staff. Of these, two 
members of staff hold qualifications at level 6 and one member of staff holds a 
level 5 qualification. Six members of staff hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 
and one member of staff holds a level 2 qualification. The nursery opens Monday 
to Friday, 8am to 6pm, all year round, except for bank holidays and for two weeks 
at Christmas. The nursery provides funded education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ginny Robinson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact this has on children's learning. She held discussions with the leaders 
and managers of the nursery to understand how the curriculum is organised and 
monitored.

n The manager and the inspector jointly evaluated an activity that children 
completed and discussed how children's learning during the activity could be 
developed further.

n The inspector spoke to children during the inspection, taking into account their 
views.

n The inspector spoke to two parents and took on board their feedback. 
n The inspector had a tour of the premises. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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