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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy and motivated to learn during their time at nursery. They
access a broad range of experiences through a well-sequenced curriculum. All
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND),
are well prepared for their next stage in learning. Children develop the foundations
needed to make healthy choices later in life. They take part in a toothbrushing
activity daily. This helps to ensure that children develop good oral health habits and
minimises the risk of tooth decay. They confidently identify healthy and unhealthy
foods.

Children show that they thoroughly enjoy their time at nursery. This is evident
through their eagerness to start their day. Children form good friendships with one
another. They learn to respect, share and take turns. Children behave well and
staff support children to begin to understand and regulate their own feelings and
emotions. For instance, they use picture cards to help children communicate their
needs. Children settle well, and those who are new to the nursery quickly adjust to
the environment. Children benefit from the attention of kind and caring staff. They
have their care needs met by staff who know them well. Children and staff have
positive relationships that enable children to seek comfort when they need it.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Managers and staff establish strong relationships with families from the start.
They conduct home visits and encourage children to spend time at the pre-
school prior to starting. This helps staff to develop a good understanding of
children's early experiences and interests. From this, staff plan learning
opportunities to meet the needs of all children, and this helps children to settle
in.

B The manager monitors staff's practice. The manager asks the staff questions to
check their knowledge and to encourage them to reflect on their practice. Staff
benefit from regular supervision and staff meetings, where they can share ideas
and discuss any concerns.

m Children take part in a range of activities that sustain their interests. Toddlers
explore dry porridge. They retell the story of three little bears by playing with
teddy bears and bowls. The children scoop the porridge up with spoons and staff
ask 'is it hot?' and the children pretend to blow their porridge.

m Staff are skilled at planning the curriculum for the children. However, they do
not always consider the impact of the noisy environment on children's learning.
For example, at group story time, the children raise their voices in excitement.
Consequently, some children become unsettled which impacts on their ability to
listen, focus and concentrate

W Mealtimes and snack times across the nursery are positive and enjoyable
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experiences for children. For instance, the children sit at age-appropriate tables
and chairs. Staff are remarkable at challenging older children's learning through
expert questioning. This encourages children to enjoy the benefits of a social
environment and engage with each other, as well as enjoying nutritious food.

m Children are motivated to learn. They confidently select resources and speak and
listen to others in small groups. Children learn about self-care as they start to
recognise when they need to be changed. They learn to drink water from a cup
when they are thirsty and serve their own food. As the move to school gets
closer, children practise getting changed for physical education and start to write
their name.

m All staff are very knowledgeable about the children. They demonstrate the
children's stage of development, interests, likes and dislikes in detail. They use
this information well to engage children in learning. For example, they explore
their forest-school area to support children's curiosity.

m In the garden, children do not have enough space to move freely during physical
activities. This includes moving around on wheeled toys, resulting in accidents
occurring when garden resources are poorly organised.

m Children with SEND have good levels of support. Staff work with families and
other professionals to make sure that the children's needs are met.

B There is good partnership working with other agencies and professionals to
ensure that children's care, well-being and support needs are swiftly supported.
Staff provide parents with updates about their child's achievements. Parents and
carers talk about the progress their children receive to help close gaps in their
development.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff demonstrate a good understanding of safeguarding
procedures and a policy is in place. This includes the steps to follow in the event of
an allegation being made against staff. Staff attend regular training to ensure their
safeguarding knowledge is kept up to date. Important safeguarding information is
clearly displayed in the setting for staff to access if necessary. Staff have a good
understanding of the possible indicators of abuse and how to identify any signs
that children and families may be exposed to extreme views or behaviours. The
manager ensures that the setting remains safe and secure for children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B review the organisation of the outdoor area to enable children to have equally
high-quality experiences outdoors as those of the indoor learning environment
B review the organisation of group story times so all children can listen,
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concentrate and focus.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

511695

Central Bedfordshire

10137502

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
12to 9

48
80
Toddington Childcare Committee

RP903944

01525 875400
21 April 2016

Information about this early years setting

Toddington Childcare registered in 2001 and operates under a management
committee. The setting is open Monday to Friday during term time only. The
breakfast club is open from 7.30am to 9am. The pre-school is open from 9am to
3.15pm and the after-school provision from 3.15pm until 6pm. During school
holidays, the setting opens from 8am until 6pm. The setting provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The setting employs 17
members of childcare staff. Of these, 12 staff hold an appropriate early years

qualification at level 3 or above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julia Maynard
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Inspection activities

B This was the first inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider
and has taken this into account in her evaluation of the setting.

B The inspector discussed the curriculum with the manager and how it benefits
children's learning and development.

B Parents spoke to the inspector and their views were considered.

B A range of documentation was reviewed, including safeguarding policies, staff's
paediatric first-aid certificates and other training certificates.

B The inspector observed children playing and spoke to the manager and staff
about what they were learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022

Inspection report: Toddington Childcare 7
22 June 2022


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

