
Inspection of The Strings Club - 
Harborne Holiday Camp (Harborne 
Academy)
Harborne Academy, Harborne Road, Birmingham, West Midlands B15 3JL

Inspection date: 27 July 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and keen to be involved in the music sessions and the play 
activities that staff provide. Staff create a very welcoming environment and 
children who are attending for the first time settle very quickly and join in. On 
arrival, children choose activities that have been set out by staff. Once all children 
who are expected have arrived, they sit together in a large circle for a 'getting to 
know you' session and this leads into the first music lesson of the day. Young 
children are assigned an older 'buddy' who helps them to understand if they are 
unsure about what the music teacher is asking them to do. 

Children behave well and play cooperatively. Staff acknowledge positive behaviour 
with praise and this helps to boost children's self-confidence and self-esteem. A 
key-person system operates and staff offer support throughout the day, in 
accordance with the different abilities of the younger and older children. The 
relationships between staff and children are good. 

Children are physically active outdoors every day. Staff support children in making 
healthy choices about food and drinks. Children play with resources that help them 
to practise their handling skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The club supports children in practising the skills they are learning in school 
while also providing music tuition. All children are provided with a ukulele. Some 
have never played a musical instrument before and a group session begins with 
practising the 'ready position', the 'resting position' and learning about the four 
strings. Children use good handling skills to play each string in turn when the 
music teacher asks them to 'flick the flea off each string'. Children explore and 
learn the names of each part of their ukulele.

n Staff are alert to the quieter, less-confident children in the group and ensure 
that they receive the attention that they need.

n Younger children's needs are met well in small-group activities while music 
tuition for older children continues. During the first of these activities, the 
children are fully engaged as they join in when their key person sings and 
encourages them to join in with actions to the songs. Staff encourage children to 
tap out different rhythms when they change the tempo while singing. 

n Children are aware of the rules for lining up before they move to different areas 
within the school building and outside. The music theme continues throughout 
the day and children happily join in with a lining-up song. 

n Mealtimes are social occasions where children hold conversations with staff and 
the children that they are getting to know. Staff are fully aware of children's 
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different dietary needs and ensure that they do not eat any food that would do 
them harm. Parents are informed that packed food must not include nuts and 
they are given information on foods that include nuts. Staff ensure that children 
do not share food.

n Activities help children to improve their handling skills in different ways. They 
practise pencil control while drawing and they use scissors during creative play. 
Children take part in activities that link to a holiday theme. They look forward to 
what they would pack and then draw pictures of their choices within an outline 
of a suitcase. 

n Children communicate confidently and are fully engaged in their small group 
during a story time. The key person shows them the covers of two books and 
points to the print as she reads the titles. Children decide which story they 
would like to be read. They respond confidently when questions about the story 
are asked, and they happily talk about what they think will happen next.

n All children play together outdoors. They socialise while getting involved in 
activities, including ball games and a parachute game, and they learn to skip 
with ropes.

n Records, policies and procedures that are required for the safe and efficient 
management of the provision and to ensure that the needs of all children are 
met are well maintained and implemented.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider ensures that staff complete training to keep their child protection 
knowledge up to date. Staff are aware of the signs of abuse and neglect and know 
the internal and the local referral procedures to follow if they have a concern. Staff 
make sure that the premises are secure so that children cannot leave unsupervised 
and unwanted visitors cannot gain access. Staff identify and successfully minimise 
potential risks, both indoors and outdoors. The provider ensures staff's suitability 
through thorough recruitment and selection procedures.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2506841

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10194465

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 96

Name of registered person The Strings Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534114

Telephone number 01212969204

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Strings Club - Harborne Holiday Camp opened in 2018. A team of five staff 
care for the children. Of these, four hold early years qualifications ranging from 
level 3 to level 6 and one staff member holds a degree in music. The camp 
operates from Monday to Friday, from 8am to 5.30pm, during all school holidays, 
with limited days over the Christmas period.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Burnet

Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector spoke with the provider and the manager about the leadership 
and management of the setting.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and children.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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