
Inspection of Barbara O'Sullivan's 
Holiday Club
Meadowbrook Montessori, Malt Hill, Warfield, Bracknell, Berkshire RG42 6JQ

Inspection date: 27 July 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children have a wonderful time at the holiday club. They arrive excited and eager 
to begin their day as they are warmly welcomed by the friendly and experienced 
staff. Children separate from their parents with ease and immediately get involved 
in the activities on offer. 

Children relish the opportunity to explore and play outside in the setting's wildlife 
garden. They race and chase each other, whizzing around paths carved out 
through the long grass. Older children take care of the youngest children and 
include them in their games. They take calculated risks and build their resilience as 
they clamber up and down a large fallen tree and balance on log piles. Children 
pretend the tree is a steam train or a podium to deliver instructions. They are 
imaginative and become fully immersed in their make-believe games as they 
delight in exploring freely.

Children behave well and display good manners. They are kind, courteous and 
respectful of one another. Children concentrate intently on their chosen activities. 
For instance, they spend time working together to create structures with magnetic 
tiles. Older children instinctively help the younger children solve problems and 
follow the instructions. They negotiate and listen to each other's views as they 
decide what they can work on next. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The holiday club owner is dedicated to delivering a high-quality provision for all 
children to enjoy. She evaluates and considers ways to continuously improve the 
service she offers. Parents and carers comment on how much children love to 
attend the holiday club, ask to come back year after year and consider it the 
'highlight of their summer'. 

n Staff promote British values of democracy and mutual respect. For example, 
children take a majority vote to decide on group activities. Children understand 
this process and staff encourage them to try something to see if they like it. 
They ensure all children's views are listened to and respected.

n Children have opportunities to be creative and take part in a varied range of arts 
and crafts activities throughout their time at the club. For instance, they 
decorate plant pots, candle holders and create tie-dye t-shirts. Children 
concentrate and focus on designing and making patterns with beads. They take 
their time to work on their creations and demonstrate pride in their 
achievements. 

n Mealtimes are a sociable and enjoyable experience. Children help prepare fruit 
for snack. They safely use knives to chop apples. Children learn about healthy 
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food choices and the importance of keeping hydrated. Staff sit together with the 
children and join their conversations. They laugh and giggle together as they 
share jokes and challenge each other to solve tricky riddles. 

n Staff get to know children well. They ensure all children feel comfortable, safe 
and secure. Children that are new to the club have opportunities to visit the 
setting and staff before attending. Staff spend time talking to children about 
their interests, likes and dislikes. They ensure they find out information about 
each child from their school and parents to best support each individual child's 
needs. 

n The club owner plans a day that allows children time to lead their own play. She 
encourages children to be inclusive and take part in each other's games. For 
example, children invent a treasure hunt for their friends to follow. They lead 
their friends on an adventure outside and around the play equipment as they 
look for clues together. Children cheer and applaud their friends for inventing 
such a fun experience. They play together as a group and form close bonds with 
one another. 

n Staff have clear and consistent expectations for children's behaviour. They take 
time at the beginning of the day to explain the rules of the club. Staff give 
children clear information about the routine and structure of the day. Staff use 
positive techniques to support the younger children to understand the 
importance of sharing and taking turns. As a result, children know what staff 
expect of them and behave well. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The safety of children is of the highest priority to the owner and her staff. They 
ensure children have a firm understanding of the procedures they must follow to 
keep safe, such as practising fire drills and checking their understanding of 
emergency lockdown procedures. The owner and staff ensure the premises are risk 
assessed and are diligent in their aim to minimise hazards. They are aware of the 
signs that indicate a child may be at risk of abuse. Staff know what to do to report 
any concerns they may have about a child's welfare or the conduct of adults 
working with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY558224

Local authority Bracknell Forest 

Inspection number 10190312

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 12

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person O'Sullivan, Barbara Marjorie

Registered person unique 
reference number RP558223

Telephone number 07870 279403

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Barbara O'Sullivan Holiday Club registered in 2018. It operates from Meadowbrook 
Montessori School, Warfield, Berkshire. The holiday club is open from 8.30am to 
4pm and  operates during the summer school holidays. There are five staff, two of 
whom hold qualified teachers status and three who hold relevant teaching assistant 
qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alice M Roberts
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The owner showed the inspector around the setting and discussed how she 
organises the provision.

n The inspector observed children during their play and activities both indoors and 
outside.

n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection.

n Parents shared their views of the holiday club with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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