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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in this calm and caring provision. They form strong
bonds with the childminder and her assistant, which makes them feel safe and
secure. Children behave well. They demonstrate confidence and high self-esteem
as they laugh and play with their peers and the adults who care for them. Children
show respect for each other and the resources they use. They instinctively work as
a team to tidy up the toys after they have finished playing with them. Babies
quickly develop a secure understanding of how to behave from an early age, as
they follow the older children's behaviour.

Children become deeply engaged in activities as they explore building bricks. Older
children are encouraged to think creatively as they work out how to build a circus.
Young children are extremely focused and show determination as they master the
skill of using scissors. They delight as their perseverance is rewarded and they snip
the paper. This supports the development of children's fine motor skills in
preparation as they move on to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The childminder and her assistant provide a language-rich environment. They
support children to learn words such as 'imagination' and help them understand
the meaning of this. Children are engaged in conversations that inspire them,
and they chat to one another. Children develop a love for books as the
childminder promotes this throughout the setting. Books are easily accessible in
the provision. Older children enjoy reading to the younger children. They
develop their understanding of different emotions through reading books about
feelings.

B The childminder and her assistant know the children well. They confidently talk
about what the children can do and what they are working on to develop their
learning. They take into consideration children's starting points, which then
shape their planning of the curriculum. For example, children that are soon
moving to school develop skills they need for writing as they make marks on
paper and colour pictures.

B The childminder and her assistant work closely with parents to monitor children
with allergies. They ensure that comprehensive handovers and regular reviews
take place to ensure the needs of the children are being met. Children with
special educational needs and/or disabilities are identified effectively and gaps in
development are quickly addressed. The childminder regularly shares
information with other professionals involved in the children's care. However,
some links with schools that children move on to are not secure enough to
ensure transition information can be shared effectively.

B Parents and children speak highly of the childminder. Parents report how she
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goes the 'extra mile' to ensure that children feel settled. Older children express
how they 'love coming to the childminder'. Families are kept up to date with
their children's progress with regular discussions. The childminder works
extremely hard to support parents to extend children's learning at home. For
instance, she guides parents in how to support their children's reading skills and
they are invited to attend book parties where they can access books to take
home and read with their children.

B Children benefit from lots of opportunities to be physically active outside. They
run around and play chase with each other in the garden and have regular trips
to the park. Children learn about expression through music. These lessons
provide opportunities for them to try different instruments and discover songs,
supporting their imagination and creativity.

m Children experience a broad range of trips and outings. They learn how sugar
beet is harvested on trips to the local farm. Trips to London provide
opportunities to watch street performers and visit museums. As a result, children
develop a deep understanding of the world around them.

B The childminder and her assistant ensure that mandatory training is kept up to
date. They understand their responsibilities around this. However, in recent
years, they have not considered their wider training needs to increase their
knowledge and skills and support children's learning further.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistant demonstrate a secure understanding of the signs
and symptoms of abuse and/or neglect. They understand how to refer concerns
and keep their knowledge up to date. The childminder and her assistant ensure
they keep the children safe in the environment. They use stair gates to monitor
children accessing the garden and ensure outdoor gates are securely bolted. They
continually check on sleeping children to ensure they are safe. During trips out, the
childminder and her assistant use double buggies and toddlers wear reins when
they are walking about to keep them safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B develop a comprehensive plan of continuing professional development for all
staff to raise the quality of teaching further

B strengthen relationships and share information with schools children move on to,
to help them make a smooth transition in their learning, care and development.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY234176

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10231723

Type of provision Childminder
e gt oy e
Day care type Childminder

!-\ge range of children at time of 1to0 10

inspection

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 17

Date of previous inspection 19 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2002 and lives in Sawbridgeworth. She operates from
7am to 7.30pm Monday to Friday all year round, except for bank holidays and
family holidays. The childminder works with an assistant and holds an appropriate
qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Woodhead

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The childminder joined the inspector on a learning walk. She talked to the
inspector about the curriculum.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors. She discussed children's progress with childminder and her assistant.

B The childminder and the inspector carried out a joint observation.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation. This included evidence of staff
suitability, staff files and safeguarding documents.

B The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection to take account of their
views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Childminder report 5
26 July 2022


http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

XK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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