
Inspection of Little Jo's Day Nursery 
and Pre-School
Little Jo's Nursery, 35 Doncaster Road, BARNSLEY, South Yorkshire S70 1TH

Inspection date: 25 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Babies are quick to develop a close bond with their key person and this helps them 
to settle quickly. They seek the comfort of familiar arms when seeing a new face, 
but they quickly relax once they know they are safe. Babies smile and babble in 
response to staff, who copy their sounds and use facial expressions to 
communicate with them. The babies gently move their bodies in time to the music 
and familiar songs that staff sing for them. They are encouraged to explore making 
different sounds. They tap drums with wooden spoons, shake rattles and tap 
wooden blocks together. 

Older children are confident communicators and do not hesitate to ask questions. 
After asking staff why the inspector is in their nursery, they approach her and ask 
for her name. When asked if they wish to check her identification badge, they take 
their time to check the photo and say 'yes, it's you'. Children love books and 
listening to their favourite stories. Through some of these stories, children learn 
ways to keep themselves safe. For example, they listen to a story that teaches 
them that their bodies are private. In role play, children use mathematical 
language and write for a purpose. For example, one child writes a shopping list and 
another calculates the cost. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team and staff have made a special effort and show a genuine 
commitment to improving their standards since the last inspection. There has 
been a highly focused programme of training for all staff. This includes 
safeguarding, child protection, the 'Prevent' duty, the curriculum and how to 
plan for it. This has had a genuine impact on the quality of care and education, 
which has markedly improved.

n A further area of improvement was the learning environment, which has been 
reassessed. As a result, the indoor and outdoor areas have been reorganised 
and decluttered. Children now have the use of an exceptionally well-planned 
environment that they find interesting and highly stimulating.

n Children thoroughly enjoy the freedom of transporting resources and equipment 
into other areas. This enables them to follow through with their own ideas and 
interests. For example, children construct a rocket and discuss space and 
planets. Their conversation turns to volcanoes and they question whether the 
lava would sink or float. Children take their curiosity into another area. They add 
colouring to water and liquid to make bubbles. They show real concentration as 
they experiment with different items, finding out what will sink and what will 
float. 

n The management team describes the curriculum with confidence. It explains 
that the priority for children is to promote their communication and language 
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skills and social development. This is because they have found that some 
children missed out on opportunities to develop their social skills, particularly 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

n The ethos of the setting is to use 'in the moment planning', which they describe 
as enabling children to follow their interests and ideas. Staff give children the 
space and time to make their own decisions about what they want to do. Staff 
are organised well and time their interventions effectively. They use their 
teaching skills to support children in what they choose to do. As a result, 
children are active and motivated learners who make good progress.  

n A lot of preparation goes into helping children be ready for school. Staff speak 
with them about their new routine and what school will be like. Teachers from 
the majority of the schools children are to attend visit them in nursery. They 
show children the school uniforms and introduce themselves. The teachers who 
are unable to visit are provided with all the information they need about the 
children joining them. This helps them to be prepared for when children start.  

n Children are well motivated by staff, most of whom are very skilled at asking 
questions and giving children time to think things through. This helps children to 
develop the skills and confidence they need to solve future problems.

n Parents comment that the 'amazing outdoor provision' is one of the reasons they 
chose this nursery. They also say that 'the handover from the key person is 
great and staff are amazing'. 

n Children's behaviour is good and they understand that there are rules and 
boundaries in place. Children who struggle with this do the best they can, with 
sensitive support from staff. However, there are times when children are not 
reminded about the rules of working in a group. This means that some children 
do not always have the chance to fully participate because others answer for 
them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team and staff clearly understand the procedures they must 
follow should they feel a child is at risk of neglect or abuse. They confidently 
discuss the difference between the roles of the local authority designated officer 
and social care. This means that any allegations received, or concerns they have 
about a child, will be addressed quickly. They understand why the 'Prevent' duty is 
in place. The staff are regularly quizzed about safeguarding issues and this helps to 
keep their knowledge up to date. The setting is secure as nobody can enter or 
leave without being seen. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n consider the different abilities when planning group activities so that all the 
children in the group are able to fully participate.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY347796

Local authority Barnsley

Inspection number 10239808

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 111

Name of registered person Jackson, Karina Louise

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910643

Telephone number 01226 779199

Date of previous inspection 5 April 2022

Information about this early years setting

Little Jo's Day Nursery and Pre-School registered in 2002 and is situated in 
Barnsley. The nursery employs 18 members of childcare staff, all of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including four with 
qualifications at level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, 
except for Christmas and bank holidays. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
June Rice
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, both indoors 
and outdoors. She assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n Together, the managers discussed their curriculum and what they want children 
to learn. 

n The overall manager and the inspector observed a planned activity.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the setting.
n Managers clearly demonstrated how they have successfully addressed the 

actions from the previous inspection. 
n The inspector spoke with children and parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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