
Inspection of The Nest Nursery Lime 
Tree
300 Gillott Road, Birmingham B16 0RR

Inspection date: 5 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily at the nursery and are welcomed by friendly staff. Children 
have good relationships with staff and settle quickly into play. They make 
independent choices about their play from a range of nature-based resources. 
Children behave well. Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour and any 
issues are dealt with gently and swiftly. Children receive praise throughout the day 
and staff explain to children why they are being praised. This helps children to 
understand expectations.

Children show awareness of how to dress for different weather as they talk to staff 
about how they need coats when they get ready to go outdoors in the cold. The 
outdoor area has been thoughtfully constructed at different heights, with various 
natural surfaces. Children use chalk on the stone ground to draw, walk through 
mud to climb wood frames, and walk through bark to step up to a wood house for 
role play. This allows children to exercise both large and small muscles while 
experiencing nature.

Children have access to a breadth of learning opportunities. Children dress dolls 
and put them to sleep in the hammock. They climb into the sandpit and use spoons 
to dig. Children enjoy making a 'curry' in the mud kitchen, using real life pots and 
spoons. Staff actively play alongside the children and support their thinking skills. 
This helps children develop an understanding of the world around them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders provide a well-planned curriculum across all areas of learning. They 
consult with parents about their children's interests, and incorporate these into 
their planning. Staff plan activities to build on children's curiosity and allow them 
to experience the natural world, both indoors and outdoors. This means 
children's learning and development is supported well. 

n Staff comment on the approachable nature of leaders and say that they feel 
happy and supported in their roles. For example, they have allocated time for 
planning. Leaders also adjust the timetable to support the staff's personal 
circumstances. This support has a positive impact on staff well-being and helps 
to create a positive learning culture.

n Staff show an interest in children's conversations about their lives when children 
talk about what they enjoy doing at home. Staff ask questions and show 
excitement to encourage children to engage in discussions. This builds on 
children's speaking and listening skills and confidence.

n Children develop their independence. For example, they are able to wash and 
dry their hands and put on their coats. All children, including babies, are 
supported to serve their own lunches. This builds children's self-esteem and 
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prepares them for their next stage in learning and development.
n Parents praise the nursery and feel they are involved in their child's learning. 

Parents participate in regular discussions and feedback on their child's learning. 
For example, during the 'focus week' for their child, parents contribute to setting 
targets. This allows for continuity of learning at home. 

n Staff help children to develop a love of reading. They select a book to focus on 
and display it as the 'book of choice' to support children's interest in books for 
each age group. Children interact with a story about a caterpillar turning into a 
butterfly. They join in enthusiastically with repeated parts of the book. This 
means children's early literacy skills are being developed.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive good support. 
The nursery special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) reviews and plans 
for children's targets. She is further supported by the lead SENCo for the group 
of nurseries, to provide the best possible strategies to ensure that children are 
receiving the help they need to progress. 

n Children have a positive attitude towards their learning. Staff engage children 
through activities that capture their interests. For example, they have developed 
a construction area outdoors, which supports the children's interest in vehicles.  
Although children generally enjoy the learning activities on offer, at times staff 
do not always identify and respond to teaching opportunities to extend children's 
learning to the highest level.

n Leaders are knowledgeable about early years education and are passionate 
about children's development. They are committed to professional development 
and training for staff. Staff are provided with regular opportunities to improve 
their knowledge and skills. However, training and professional development 
opportunities are not yet sharply focused on supporting staff to fully understand 
and consistently implement the curriculum to raise the outcomes for children 
even more.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have secure knowledge about safeguarding. Leaders ensure 
that all staff receive ongoing safeguarding training. Staff know how to identify and 
respond to any signs that might suggest a child is at risk of harm. Staff understand 
safeguarding processes and how to report any allegations against a member of 
staff. Staff carry out risk assessments regularly throughout the day, both indoors 
and outdoors, to ensure that children play in a safe environment. Risk assessments 
are also carried out before going on outings in the local community. Effective 
procedures are in place for the recruitment and induction of new staff. This helps 
to keep children safe from harm.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n support staff to identify and respond to teaching opportunities during children's 
play, to extend their learning to the highest level

n sharpen the focus of training and professional development opportunities for 
staff so that they fully understand and consistently implement the curriculum 
effectively.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY497308

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10236776

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 47

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person The Nest Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529411

Telephone number 0121 455 6026

Date of previous inspection 18 August 2016

Information about this early years setting

The Nest Nursery Lime Tree registered in 2015. It is managed by The Nest Nursery 
Limited. The nursery is based in Birmingham and is open Monday to Friday, from 
7am to 6.15pm. There are currently 25 staff employed to work with the children. 
Of these, five staff members hold a qualification at level 6, one member of staff 
holds a level 4, 13 staff members hold qualifications at level 3, three staff members 
hold qualifications at level 2, and three members of staff are working towards their 
early childhood qualifications. The nursery receives funding to provide free early 
education to children aged two-, three- and four-years-old.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Naziha Amin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The managers and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the 
managers.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector spoke to several children during the inspection. 
n Discussions and meetings were held with the management team and staff 

during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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