
Inspection of Funtasia Kids Clubs 
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St. Pauls Centre, Huddersfield Road, STALYBRIDGE, Cheshire SK15 2PT

Inspection date: 22 July 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children's excitement and chatter fill the air as they arrive at this vibrant club, 
ready for their end-of-year party. Despite some changes following the COVID-19 
pandemic, children show resilience and understand the routines to follow. For 
example, they know where to put their belongings and to wash their hands on 
arrival. Staff get to know children well through an effective key-person system, 
which helps children to settle and to feel safe. Children approach staff for a hug if 
they need reassurance. 

Children show positive attitudes towards their play and engage well in activities 
and party games. They enthusiastically join in with dancing and singing along to 
music, demonstrating good large-muscle skills. Children think of their own dance 
moves, such as twirling on the spot. They keenly follow the rules while playing 
'musical bumps'. Children tell the inspector that they are moving up to their new 
class 'in a couple of weeks'. They develop their small-muscle skills while using glue 
sticks and collage materials to make artwork. Children use their own ideas, for 
example when creating patterns on paper and drawing pictures of themselves. 
They build models using small construction blocks, saying that they are 'building a 
farmhouse'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate about the club and explain that they 'want the best for 
children'. They say that the children and their families are 'at the heart of 
everything we do'. Thorough self-evaluation includes the views of staff, children 
and parents. This helps leaders to continually improve the club.

n Staff provide children with a variety of activities that complement their learning 
from school. For example, children have opportunities to complete their 
homework and practise their writing and number skills. They access a good 
range of books in a 'calming area', where they can sit and relax after a busy day 
in school.

n Children learn about similarities and differences between themselves and others. 
For example, they learn about different festivals and about the make-up of 
different families. Children are keen to tell the inspector about their home lives. 
They raise money for charities, for example by baking and selling cakes. Children 
learn that these initiatives help others who are less fortunate than themselves.

n Children are confident individuals and show pride in their achievements. For 
example, they are eager to show the inspector the models that they make. 
Children tell the inspector that their favourite activity at the club is 'drawing'. 
Snack time is a social event. Staff interact with the children well to promote their 
speaking skills.
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n Staff encourage children to choose future activities and events by sharing their 
ideas and then voting. This helps children to understand how democracy works. 
Children help to determine the rules to follow while at the club. This helps them 
to follow expectations and to have a strong sense of belonging. For example, 
children decide that they should use 'kind words' and have 'kind hands'.

n Care practices are good. Staff promote children's growing independence and 
follow stringent hygiene routines. Children eat healthy, nutritious foods. They 
have opportunities for physically active play each day. These practices help to 
promote children's good health and their understanding of healthy lifestyles. 

n Leaders provide staff with an effective programme of support and training. This 
enables staff to further develop their practice. For example, leaders encourage 
them to lead their own professional development by thinking about which 
training to complete. Staff report that leaders support them well. They say that 
the children brighten their day and that working at the club is like being 'part of 
a family'.

n Partnership working is strong. Leaders create strong links with the schools that 
children attend. This helps to support children's experiences and continuity of 
care. Parents comments are very positive. They say that their children love to 
attend, and that staff 'always go above and beyond'. Parents like the flexibility 
that the club offers and say that they 'would be really lost without it'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The premises are safe and secure. Leaders follow robust recruitment procedures to 
make sure that staff are suitable to work with children. Staff follow a code of 
conduct. They access training in safeguarding. Leaders ensure that this knowledge 
is up to date, for example by holding regular staff meetings and signposting new 
training. Staff understand how to protect children from harm and how to keep 
them safe. They understand the local authority referral procedure, including the 
steps to take if there were concerns about children's welfare or a colleague's 
conduct. Staff understand safeguarding issues, including witchcraft and female 
genital mutilation.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY482734

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10236522

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 90

Name of registered person Funtasia Kids Clubs Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910302

Telephone number 0161 250 50 51

Date of previous inspection 9 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Funtasia Kids Clubs Limited- St Pauls registered in 2014 and is situated in 
Stalybridge, Manchester. The club employs six members of staff. Of these, five hold 
early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The club operates Monday to Friday 
during term time only. Sessions are from 7.30am to 9am, and from 3.15pm to 
6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
David Lobodzinski
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in his evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and the inspector had a learning walk around the setting, to 
determine the organisation and planning of activities.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children as they 
engaged with activities.

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability and training of staff.

n The inspector held discussions with the provider, the manager, staff and children 
at appropriate times throughout the inspection. 

n Parents' views were obtained by the inspector through written testimonials and 
discussions. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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