
Inspection of Little Green Rascals - 
Tadcaster Road
312 Tadcaster Road, York YO24 1GS

Inspection date: 20 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are extremely happy, settled and secure at this very friendly and 
welcoming setting. They play cooperatively together as they swing from trees and 
whittle sticks in the large, enclosed garden. Children explore with their senses. 
They add herbs to dough as they knead and roll. At snack time, children investigate 
the inside of fruits and vegetables they help to chop and prepare. Children benefit 
from rich opportunities for fresh air and exercise through trips to the nursery's 
forest school. Here, they gather leaves, go on nature hunts and make dens for 
visiting hedgehogs. Children learn about nature and natural materials as they 
explore with sand, soil and water. They build with toy bricks, gravel and stones in 
the construction area. 

Staff provide excellent support for children to manage their feelings and behaviour. 
For example, children explore emotions with staff as they talk about the feelings of 
the three bears in the story of Goldilocks. Children register themselves into the 
nursery at the beginning of the day. This helps them to feel a sense of ownership 
and belonging. Staff praise and encourage children. They are specific in their 
praise, so children can easily identify what they have done well. This helps to 
promote children's confidence, sense of achievement and self-esteem. Children are 
fully engaged in their play and are highly motivated to learn. They grow rapidly in 
independence. For example, staff support them to put on their own waterproofs for 
outdoor play and help them to serve themselves at mealtimes. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are encouraged to be helpful and kind to their friends. Staff are 
excellent role models, who show high levels of respect for the children in their 
care. Children form close bonds with their key person and new children settle 
quickly. 

n Staff value children's contributions highly and act upon their ideas. For example, 
staff regularly gather feedback from children about meal and snack times. This 
information helps senior staff and the nursery cook to continue to make healthy, 
balanced and nutritious meals. 

n Older children are invited to join a pre-school council. Here, staff encourage 
them to share what they like about nursery and anything that frustrates them. 
Staff create a display of feedback for children, so they can see the actions staff 
take as a result. This helps them to know staff value their opinions.

n Children benefit from a wide range of highly stimulating and challenging 
experiences and activities. Children take part in music sessions and explore with 
a range of drums and instruments outdoors. Young children explore with ribbons 
and bells. Children learn about the wider world outside the setting through trips 
to the local racecourse, library, pond and museum. 
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n Staff clearly identify children's starting points, in partnership with parents. They 
plan carefully what they need to do next to help support individual children to 
reach their full potential. Staff encourage children to think for themselves and 
solve their own problems. For example, children investigate where to position a 
tree trunk to make the best pivot for a see-saw they are making. 

n There is excellent support for children's developing communication and language 
skills. Children take part in singing, rhymes and listening walks. They learn 
additional strategies, including sign language, to help support their 
communication further. 

n Staff plan excellent support for children's personal, social and emotional 
development. There is a strong focus on mindfulness and well-being throughout 
the nursery for children, parents and staff. Staff complete training in mental 
health. They are encouraged at staff meetings to share praise about each other.

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
outstanding. Staff work closely with parents and professionals from education 
and health to develop clear support plans and strategies. This helps to provide a 
consistent approach to support for children's learning and development. 

n Feedback from parents is excellent. They praise the robust systems in place for 
gathering their views. Parents say support for settling their children into nursery 
is very flexible. Support for children's move to the next room at nursery or on to 
school is superb. Parents praise the social events the nursery organises, such as 
'Gandparents Day' and 'Sports Day'. They say they feel well informed about 
nursery life. 

n Leadership and management of the nursery is outstanding and inspirational. The 
very knowledgeable and experienced manager and head of operations provide 
excellent support to the highly qualified staff team. Support for staff's 
continuous professional development is a priority. The dedicated staff benefit 
from opportunities to carry out roles and responsibilities that reflect their skills 
and interests. 

n Staff reflect deeply on the impact of training on experiences for children and 
their own practice. The manager and senior staff are extremely reflective. They 
are passionate about continuously improving the service they provide.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have an excellent knowledge and understanding of how to 
keep children safe. Staff complete relevant safeguarding training, including training 
on wider aspects of safeguarding. They complete training in food hygiene and first 
aid. Staff know what might give them concern about a child and the process to 
follow to help keep them safe. They have a very good general awareness of how to 
keep children safe and healthy on a daily basis. For example, staff support children 
to use woodworking tools safely. They teach children how to use cutlery safely as 
they chop fruit ready for snack time. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY478200

Local authority York

Inspection number 10131632

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 118

Number of children on roll 198

Name of registered person Little Green Rascals Organic Day Nurseries 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529046

Telephone number 01904607959 ext 1 then 1

Date of previous inspection 14 March 2016

Information about this early years setting

Little Green Rascals - Tadcaster Road is in York, registered in 2014. The setting 
employs 38 members of childcare staff. Of these, 32 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above, including two with early years professional status 
and six with qualified teacher status. The setting opens from Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6.30pm. The setting provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Foers
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager discussed with the inspector how the setting organises and plans 
the curriculum and experiences for children. The inspector viewed the inside and 
outside space used by the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities and assessed 
the impact on children's learning. The manager and the inspector evaluated an 
activity together. 

n The inspector looked at a sample of the setting's documents. This included 
evidence of training and suitability of staff. 

n The inspector held discussions with the manager and staff. She spoke to parents 
to gather their views on the setting. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Little Green Rascals - Tadcaster Road
20 July 2022 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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