
Inspection of Acre Wood Nursery 
School
Flint House, 197-199 Woodside Road, AMERSHAM, Buckinghamshire HP6 6NU

Inspection date: 20 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play and learn in a stimulating environment. They spend periods of time 
focused while engaging in a combination of child-led and adult planned activities. 
For example, older children thoroughly enjoy woodwork activities. They learn 
important life skills, including how to use tools safely, as they build their own 
creations using hammers, screwdrivers, and vices. Younger children become 
immersed as they develop their fine motor skills rolling and moulding playdough, 
making 'birthday cakes' using cotton buds as candles. Babies relish sensory 
activities and learn new vocabulary. For example, as they use their hands and forks 
to search for different sea creatures hidden in coloured, cooked tagliatelle.

Children form secure attachments with staff who are kind, caring and attentive to 
their needs. Babies' individual sleep and feeding routines at home are followed 
closely within the setting to help support their emotional well-being. Children 
understand the routines of the setting and follow instruction well. For example, 
older children know they need to clean their place at the table when they have 
finished eating. Children enjoy the additional activities set up to enhance their 
learning and enjoyment. For example, they clearly relish the football activity and 
proudly show off their stickers of achievement. They learn other languages through 
weekly French lessons. Children of all ages can access the dance studio where they 
can be active while learning to use real instruments such as a guitar and drum kit.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is passionate about providing a high quality of care and learning 
for children. There are regular ongoing plans in place to enhance the quality of 
the provision, which the manager and staff focus on. For example, the manager 
has recognised that they can enhance the provision of the curriculum outdoors. 
This will ensure that older children consistently benefit from a wider variety of 
rich learning experiences.

n Children have a range of opportunities to learn about healthy lifestyles. They 
have ample physical exercise outdoors. The chef is the heart and soul of the 
nursery and provides a wide range of tasty, healthy, and nutritious snacks and 
meals. Children enjoy cooking activities led by the chef where they make their 
own pizzas. They mix their own dough for the bases and prepare fresh pizza 
sauce.

n Staff have a clear understanding of the focus of the well-sequenced curriculum. 
They monitor children's development closely and provide activities to meet their 
individual needs and help them move on to the next stage in their learning. As a 
result, children are well engaged and interested. However, at times, staff do not 
always successfully support children's transitions during routine changes such as 
lunchtimes. For example, older babies become disengaged while waiting for, and 
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during, lunch as they lack consistent meaningful interaction.
n Parents are overwhelmingly supportive of the quality of care and education 

provided to their children. They feel well-informed about their child's care 
routines and development. Parents have free access to a lending library to 
promote the extension of children's literacy skills at home. They particularly 
enjoy being involved in activities within the setting, such as the Mother's Day tea 
party.

n Staff positively support children's development as they play alongside them. 
They talk to children and ask questions to encourage children to express 
themselves. They incorporate mathematical language during water play as 
younger children learn concepts such as 'full' and 'empty'. Older children predict 
what will happen when they mix different coloured paints together and then try 
it out. However, at times staff do not consistently focus their interactions to 
extend children's learning.

n The manager and staff team work positively with parents and other 
professionals to support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). For example, speech and language professionals visit the 
nursery and staff implement recommendations to support children's ongoing 
development. Consequently, children with SEND make the most progress they 
are capable of. 

n Staff positively promote children's understanding of expectations for behaviour. 
They help children to understand the importance of taking turns and sharing 
with their friends. Overall, children behave well. Older children form positive 
friendships with each other. Babies are noticing their peers and learning how to 
care for them. For example, when they recognise their friend's sun hat has fallen 
off and help to put it back on.

n Staff receive coaching and monitoring through regular supervision. They feel 
well supported by the management team who place a strong focus on their well-
being. Managers implement initiatives such as 'employee of the month'. Staff 
feel valued through 'random acts of kindness' where they receive goodie bags to 
recognise how they contribute to the setting. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders place a high priority on keeping children safe. All staff have regular 
safeguarding training and can recognise the signs which could indicate a child is at 
risk of harm. They know the reporting procedures they must follow if they have 
concerns about a child's welfare. This includes the whistle-blowing procedure. The 
nursery has achieved the 'Millie's Mark' safety award. All permanent staff have their 
paediatric first aid training and receive regular coaching to make sure their 
knowledge is fresh. Children learn how to keep themselves and each other safe 
through 'mini first aid' classes where they are awarded certificates of their own.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to focus enhancements to the provision of the curriculum outdoors for 
older children, so that they consistently benefit from rich learning opportunities

n focus coaching and professional development to support staff to consistently 
extend children's learning and provide them with more opportunities to think 
critically and test things out for themselves

n review the lunchtime transition period for older babies to ensure that they are 
purposefully engaged. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY444351

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10219768

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 61

Number of children on roll 89

Name of registered person Acre Wood Nursery School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904223

Telephone number 01494729007

Date of previous inspection 15 August 2016

Information about this early years setting

Acre Wood Nursery School registered in 2012. It is situated in Amersham, 
Buckinghamshire. The nursery opens on Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 6.30pm 
all year round. The provider employs 26 members of childcare staff, including a 
chef and bank staff, 14 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
2, 3 or above. The nursery accepts funding for children aged two, three and four 
years old.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carla Roberts
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the setting in writing which the inspector took 
account of.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including accident records and 
evidence of DBS checks for staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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