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Overall effectiveness Good
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Behaviour and attitudes Good
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy to be at nursery. They feel safe in the care of the kind and
nurturing staff. These warm relationships and sense of children's security are
evident across the nursery, and especially so in the baby room. Staff working with
these very young children understand the importance of lots of smiles and cuddles
and the reassurance of familiar faces to babies' sense of belonging. Throughout the
nursery there are lots of happy and confident children thoroughly enjoying their
play and learning.

Children learn effectively about acceptable behaviour. They cooperate well with
requests from staff to help tidy up or get ready for meal times. This means that
valuable learning time is not lost and children are learning the benefits of being
helpful.

Children make good progress as they move through the nursery. The leadership
team ensure all staff understand the importance of focusing most on the key skills
that will best support children in the next stage of their learning. There is a strong
focus on helping children become inquisitive learners who can express their
thoughts and make their own choices. Children also have opportunities to learn
more about their own, and other children's, interests, be that different foods or
countries, dinosaurs or animals. This helps broaden children's experiences and
understanding of the world around them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff model language very well. They adapt their interactions effectively to the
ages of the children they are talking to. This helps ensure children build their
understanding and vocabulary over time. This in turn means that children
develop well into confident and capable communicators. For example, babies
hear and repeat back single words and babble. Toddlers are introduced to
concepts such as 'stretchy' and 'longer' and older children enjoy back-and-forth
conversations with staff.

m All children have plenty of opportunities to develop their physical skills. This
helps their coordination and strength, as well as helping them gain a positive
view of following a healthy lifestyle. Babies delight in the sensory experience of
sitting in a tray of warm water and bubbles. Older children have regular access
to the outside area where they are encouraged to run, use large, wheeled toys
and play with bats and balls.

W Staff have a clear plan for the broad skills they want children to develop over
time. The wide and interesting range of activities and resources gives children
many opportunities to develop these. Staff also ensure that children are listened
to and there are opportunities for them to follow their interests. However, staff
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do not always clearly consider how best to use children's interests to focus
teaching on what children will most benefit from learning next.

B Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive very effective
support. Leaders work closely with staff and parents to ensure children get any
additional support they may need to get the most out of their time at nursery
and make the progress of which they are capable.

B There is a clear policy around the use of dummies within the nursery. Staff
understand that sometimes children need these when feeling unsettled. They
also recognise the impact dummies can have on children's developing language
skills. Sometimes children spend longer that they need with dummies in their
mouths. This limits their opportunities to contribute to conversations and
practise their developing speaking skills.

m Children find nursery fun and interesting. They are keen to take part in all that is
on offer. This means they cooperate happily when staff ask them to change
activities because they are excited to find out what they will be doing next. For
example, children are keen to gather together to sing or listen to stories. They
show they are gaining a very positive attitude towards learning.

B Babies form very secure attachments with staff. They reach out for cuddles
when waking from their sleeps. Older children are equally as relaxed around
staff. These warm relationships help ensure children are confident to become
increasingly independent to make choices and do things for themselves.

B Managers make accurate assessments about the quality of the provision. They
are very well-placed to further build on the existing good quality education and
care staff provide. For example, they are planning to further support staff in the
planning and delivery of the curriculum.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff, including the designated safeguarding lead, show a secure understanding of
their role in keeping children safe. All staff receive regular training and the
leadership team take effective steps to ensure that staff's knowledge remains up to
date. Staff know how to recognise and respond to any signs that could indicate a
child is at risk of harm. Staff maintain a clean, hygienic and safe environment for
children. The leadership team follow robust recruitment procedures to ensure the
suitability of those employed to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B refine planning so that staff identify more precisely what they want children to
learn from planned learning experiences, and how best to sequence that
learning
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W support staff to confidently and consistently implement the nursery's use-of-
dummy policy.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2580055

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection humber 10239547

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
oD e
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto4

Total number of places 86

Number of children on roll 103

Name of registered person The Midcounties Co-Operative Limited
Telephone number 01993 841700

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Co-operative Childcare Carterton re-registered in 2020. The setting is open
Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6.30pm,all year round. It is located in
Carterton, Oxfordshire. The provider employs 23 members of staff, of whom, 17
hold childcare qualifications between level 2 and level 6. The provider receives
funding to provide free early education to children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector, to explain the early
years curriculum.

B The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation.

B Parents and children shared their views and the inspector took these into
account.

B The inspector held meetings with members of the management team to find out
about the management of the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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