
Inspection of Ridge Kids
Bledlow Ridge School, Church Lane, Bledlow Ridge, High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire HP14 4AZ

Inspection date: 18 July 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happily at the club. Staff greet them with warm smiles and ask 
about their day. Children chat away happily and show they feel comfortable and 
safe in their surroundings. They choose from the resources available and are soon 
engrossed in their play. Relationships between older and younger children are 
relaxed. Children of all ages talk and play together. For example, while one group 
of children play an imaginative game with dolls, another group choose to draw and 
make collages.

Children behave well. They have good role models in the manager and staff, who 
are courteous and polite when speaking to children and each other. Children ask 
for things politely and thank staff for their help.

Staff build positive and worthwhile relationships with the staff at the host school. 
The manager has regular meetings with teaching staff to find out about what 
children are learning at school and if any children may need any extra support to 
get the most out of coming to the club. Staff use this information well to plan 
activities and provide resources that enable children to continue to build on skills 
they are learning elsewhere. For example, children build on their developing 
physical skills when using the large play equipment outside. They can choose to 
look at books to further their literacy skills, or develop their problem-solving skills 
as they use building blocks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager fully considers the needs of younger children when planning 
routines for the club. She takes very effective steps to help these children settle 
and not be overwhelmed by their new surroundings. For example, when younger 
children first start they come together at the beginning of each session to talk 
about their day and their interests. The impact of this is that children settle well 
and are soon extremely confident to make their own choices about what to do 
and who to play with.

n The manager acts as key person to younger children. She shows a good 
understanding of this role and the importance of understanding any extra 
support younger children may need. For example, she ensures children who may 
need help with their toileting receive this discreetly and helps children manage 
their emotions in age-appropriate ways.

n Children have lots of opportunities to develop their self-help and independence 
skills. They show skill and care as they help themselves to snacks, making their 
own sandwiches and carefully threading fruit onto skewers to make fruit kebabs. 
They carefully use knives to spread butter and chop fruit, remembering how 
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they have been shown to do so safely.
n Staff use their positive partnerships with the host school to reinforce messages 

and teaching about personal safety. This consistency helps add to children's 
sense of security and also helps to embed learning. This was illustrated in the 
consistent message given to children about the importance of staying out the 
sun and drinking plenty of liquids during periods of extremely high 
temperatures.

n Staff actively encourage children to make decisions and come up with ideas for 
enjoyable activities to do together. This helps add to children's sense of 
belonging. For example, on the day of the inspection, children decided to put on 
a talent show. They felt safe and comfortable to sing, dance and tell jokes in 
front of their friends. The encouragement and praise they received from each 
other and staff helped build their self- esteem and confidence further.

n Children and parents speak very positively about the manager, staff and the 
club. Parents appreciate the quick responses to any queries and the flexibility to 
change sessions if their work patterns change. Children say that they love 
attending and are sad on days they cannot do so. Staff use these positive 
partnerships well to ensure the needs of children and their families continue to 
be met well.

n Staff report that they enjoy working at the club and that the manager is 
approachable, fair and supportive. The manager recognises that by allocating 
herself more time to observe staff, she could offer even more targeted support 
to help them build even further on their existing good practice.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff take effective measures to ensure the premises are safe, secure and suitable 
for the care of children. The manager ensures all staff undertake regular 
safeguarding training. She has effective measures in place to check back on what 
staff have learned from this training. The manager and staff confidently talk about 
the signs that could indicate a child was at risk of harm. They know how to share 
any such concerns, to keep children safe. The manager has robust systems to 
ensure those she employs to work with children are suitable to do so.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2569712

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10239378

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Metcalfe, Sarah

Registered person unique 
reference number 2569711

Telephone number 07729742483

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Ridge Kids registered in 2020. It is located at Bledlow Ridge School, Bledlow Ridge, 
Buckinghamshire. The setting operates from Monday to Friday, during term time 
only. The setting provides care before and after school for children who attend the 
host school. The provider employs three members of staff.

                                  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Holley
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector was shown the parts of the premises used by the club and found 
out about the types of activities offered to children.

n The inspector observed staff's interactions with children and evaluated their 
effectiveness in meeting the needs of the children.

n Parents and children shared their views and the inspector took these into 
account.

n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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