
Inspection of Bright Beginnings 
Nursery
125-129 Birleywood, Skelmersdale, Lancashire WN8 9HR

Inspection date: 18 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter the nursery with ease. Staff are warm and welcoming and show 
great enthusiasm as they tell children about the fun things that they have planned. 
This results in children feeling safe and secure. They confidently wave goodbye to 
their parents and run in, excited to start their day.

Children explore their own interests and benefit from the stimulating activities 
offered. They concentrate and become deeply engaged in their play. Staff model 
and provide ideas of how to shape and manipulate play dough in different ways. 
Children build their small-muscle skills as they use their hands and tools to squash, 
roll and flatten the play dough. They delight in finding out what will happen when 
they mix water with soil. Children learn to play imaginatively when they pretend to 
make 'mud pies'. Staff happily join in and extend conversations. They explain how 
the pretend pies feel and 'taste', and they comment on how the service at the café 
is amazing.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the nursery closed for a short period. Managers 
carried out 'wellness' checks to maintain contact with families, children and staff. 
When children returned, flexible settling-in sessions were offered to meet children's 
individual needs. This supported children's emotional well-being and they settled 
back into nursery well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers have a clear vision and a good understanding of the quality of care 
and education that they want to deliver to children. They continually reflect on 
what they are doing well and identify further developments. For example, staff 
have recently developed a separate outdoor area for babies. Younger children 
now have continuous access to the outdoors, with greater opportunities to 
explore and extend their learning. 

n Generally, staff provide an ambitious curriculum and children are making good 
progress. Staff know what children can do and what they need to learn next. 
Yet, occasionally, staff do not fully consider how they may adapt opportunities to 
meet all children's abilities and development needs, particularly in group 
activities. Therefore, some children do not benefit as much as others.

n Children learn about the diverse experiences of their friends at the nursery and 
learn about the world beyond their own community. They view maps of different 
countries where their friends once lived. Staff learn keywords to further 
communicate with children who speak English as an additional language. This 
helps children to feel included and supports their understanding of the 
differences and similarities that they share with others.

n Partnership with parents is good. Staff carry out regular reviews of children's 
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progress and development and share this with parents. Parents feel grateful for 
the level of care and the experiences that are on offer for their children. 

n Children's behaviour is good. Staff remind them to wait their turn, put their hand 
up and respectfully listen to what others have to say. Clear rules and boundaries 
are in place that children happily adhere to. Children are very aware of the 
'golden rules' and demonstrate 'good listening' and 'being kind'. They huddle 
together and say, 'you are my best friend,' as they provide reassuring hugs to 
each other. Children are gaining great social skills and thrive from friendly 
interactions. This helps to support children with their transition on to school. 

n Overall, staff support children to be independent and lead a healthy lifestyle. 
Children follow good hygiene routines, such as handwashing. Children talk about 
keeping themselves safe in the sun and the effects the heat has on their body. 
For instance, they need to drink more water to keep themselves 'hydrated'. 
Children demonstrate their exercise positions and are physically active. However, 
occasionally, staff do not support children's ideas when challenging themselves 
to take appropriate risks independently during play.

n Children's literacy skills are promoted well. They try to identify letters in their 
name. Staff instantly support them to recognise other letters and the sounds 
that they make in words. Children have an eagerness to learn more and make 
marks to resemble the letters. This helps to develop children's emerging literacy 
skills, particularly in learning that print carries meaning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a good understanding of their roles and responsibilities 
regarding safeguarding children. There are policies and procedures in place to 
follow if they have any concerns regarding a child in their care. Staff have a sound 
knowledge of the signs and symptoms of abuse. Regular risk assessments of the 
premises are carried out to ensure that it is safe and secure. Rigorous recruitment 
procedures are in place to ensure that all people working with children are suitable 
to do so. Staff carry out mandatory training, such as first-aid training. This 
supports them to respond appropriately in the event of a medical emergency. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the curriculum further so that children's level of development and 
their abilities, particularly in group activities, are consistently considered so all 
children benefit from the learning opportunities 

n review ways that staff can support children to challenge themselves and 
independently take appropriate risks during play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY454220

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10132822

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 76

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Bright Beginnings Neighbourhood Nursery 
Initiative Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526679

Telephone number 01695722550

Date of previous inspection 25 November 2015

Information about this early years setting

Bright Beginnings Nursery registered in 2012 and is located in Skelmersdale, 
Lancashire. The nursery employs 12 members of childcare staff, all of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and above. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kellie Lever
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
managers and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The managers and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of a group 

activity.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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