
Inspection of Hallow CE Primary 
School Nursery
Hallow C Of E Primary School, Main Road, Hallow, Worcester WR2 6LD

Inspection date: 12 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and confident when they attend this setting. They giggle with 
delight as they play games outdoors, such as hide and seek with their friends. 
Children lead their own learning, and skilful staff extend their knowledge from what 
children show them. For example, when children make a butterfly out of clay and 
leaves, staff talk to the children about what they have made. They lead this into a 
discussion about the life cycle of the butterfly.

Staff support children to be independent thinkers and learners. They encourage 
children to choose the toys they want to play with and what fruit they want for 
snack. Staff encourage children to think what ingredient comes next when making 
play dough. Children use mathematical language, such as 'more' or 'less'. They 
carefully use the tools and scoop out the correct ingredients.

Children behave well. They work together to overcome conflict when sharing their 
toys. They learn about their own behaviours and how these can make others feel. 
This helps them to build empathy. Children are confident and follow the rules to 
keep themselves safe as they enjoy more adventurous play, such as climbing over 
logs and using the tree swing in the wooden area. Children develop language
skills when they sit and enjoy stories together. They repeat familiar phrases from 
the books they know.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The early years lead has a good understanding of the intent for the curriculum. 
Staff provide children with a range of interesting experiences, indoors and 
outdoors, that cover the seven areas of learning well. They support children's 
learning well and give them experiences that help to provide secure foundations 
for their future learning.

n Staff make good use of assessments. They ensure all children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make rapid progress in 
their development. The special educational needs coordinator works closely with 
other professionals to ensure children with SEND plans are successful in their 
learning and development.

n Leaders have reflected effectively on their self-evaluation and have identified 
areas for improvement. They have a clear plan to drive the pre-school forward. 
Leaders work in partnership with the local authority to develop a wider view of 
how they can continue to raise the quality of the provision.

n Children are well supported with the transition to school, to ensure they are 
ready for the next stage in their development. They have many opportunities to 
visit the school to help them to settle. Staff and teachers work in partnership to 
ensure children are well supported as they continue to make progress in their 
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development before they move on to school.
n Parents speak positively of the relationships the children have with the staff. 

Staff share regular updates with parents about their children's progress. They 
encourage parents to discuss their children's achievements at home. Staff 
welcome parents' involvement in the pre-school. During a recent external trip, 
parents volunteered to support the children and join in with the experience.

n Staff attend regular meetings to discuss improvements in the pre-school. They 
have some opportunities to attend training to build on their knowledge. Staff say 
they feel supported with their well-being. Leaders are approachable when they 
have concerns they wish to share. However, leaders do not use staff 
supervisions as well as possible, to coach, mentor and support staff fully with 
their practice and professional development.

n Staff provide children with good opportunities to develop an awareness of 
diversity and their wider community. Children explore a range of activities that 
help them learn about other cultures and festivals other than their own. They 
enjoyed a recent visit to the farm, where they learned about life cycles and how 
to care for animals. This helps children to learn about the world around them.

n Children are generally settled. Most of the time they transition well to the next 
part of the day. At times, staff do not successfully prepare all children to move 
on to the next activity or routine of the day. There are occasions when some 
children become slightly upset because they are not ready to move on.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding leads and staff have a strong understanding of how 
to keep children safe from harm. They recognise the possible signs of abuse that 
may put children at risk, including the 'Prevent' duty and county lines. Staff remind 
children how to keep themselves safe when they visit forest school and use the 
different equipment on offer. For example, when children use the binoculars, staff 
remind them how to wear them safely around their neck to ensure they do not hurt 
themselves. The setting has a robust safer recruitment process in place to ensure 
all staff are suitably vetted.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen further the system for staff supervisions to recognise the already 
good practice and continue to coach and build on their professional development

n review and refine how transitions are managed throughout the day to ensure all 
children are fully supported to manage a change in activity.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2664415

Local authority Worcestershire

Inspection number 10248920

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 3 to 4

Total number of places 10

Number of children on roll 18

Name of registered person Hallow CE Primary School Governing Body

Registered person unique 
reference number 2534560

Telephone number 01905640354

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Hallow CE Primary School Nursery re-registered in 2021. It now operates from a 
designated room in Hallow C of E Primary School, in Worcester. The setting 
employs four members of childcare staff. Of these, one has qualified teacher status 
and three hold appropriate early years qualifications level 3. The setting opens 
from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am until 3pm. The 
setting provides funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katherine Wilson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The early years lead and the inspector carried out a learning walk together.
n The inspector and the early years lead conducted a joint observation and 

discussed the impact of learning for children.
n Staff spoke to the inspector at appropriate times during the inspection.
n Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector reviewed relevant paperwork upon request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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