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Inspection of Lees Hall Playgroup

Lees Hall Community Centre, 555 Lees Hall Road, Dewsbury WF12 9EN

Inspection date: 12 July 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Lees Hall Playgroup is a welcoming setting. Children are happy and confident to
explore. Children feel at home and demonstrate pride in their achievements as
their creations are displayed on the playgroup walls. Staff are supportive and
respond to children's needs. Children show that they feel safe and secure. For
instance, they lie down in the indoor garden when they feel tired and staff join
them for a story.

Staff provide activities inspired by children's interests. For example, a voting station
is set up to decide where the role-play plane flies to next. Staff understand the
learning expectations of children. They know what children can do and build on this
to strive for children to be ready for school.

Children interact well with staff and enjoy playing indoors and outdoors. Outdoor
physical games are role modelled by staff. Children practise their physical skills as
they use hula hoops and kick footballs. Staff are consistent in their behavioural
expectations. They encourage children to take turns.

Children's early mathematical and literacy skills are developing well. For instance,
children count pebbles on painted numbers and write their names on a whiteboard.
Children learn about and compare how people live. They create models of different
houses and find them in the local community. They compare these houses with
those around the world, such as mud huts.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders are passionate about providing quality care for all children. There is a
well-planned curriculum for each child. Staff ensure children have the skills for
their next stage in learning. For example, children begin by learning cutting skills
with dough. This progresses to cutting squares to make pictures. This
sequenced learning ensures that all children make good progress in all areas of
learning. Additional support and targeted learning is provided for children with
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

B Leaders create an environment for learning that engages children. Children
excitedly find fish and dolphins in the water tray, and wash the car's wheels.
Staff think carefully about the resources they provide to ensure they are
inclusive for all children. For example, numbers are represented around the
room with adaptations for various abilities and ages.

W Links with parents are strong. Staff share activities to extend learning at home.
Parents speak about how they feel supported with their child's needs and
learning. Families feel involved in their child's learning. The playgroup has
become like an extended family for children.
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m Staff provide plentiful opportunities to support the speech and language
development of children. However, at times, staff do not adapt their discussions
to ensure that younger children get the best chance to use and practise their
language skills.

B Engaged children listen well and show positive attitudes to learning. All children
enjoy airport role play and pretend to put on their seatbelts. Staff explain the
reasons for wearing a seatbelt, helping children to understand safety and build
upon their knowledge and understanding of the world.

B Leaders have a well-embedded key-person system. Children understand their
own feelings and sign in showing how they are feeling. This can change
throughout the day. Staff are responsive to children's needs. For example, staff
use children's interest, such as playing in the sand to support their transition into
playgroup.

B Healthy snacks are available along with a range of physical activities. There is a
variety of snacks and children choose between fruits and toast. Children learn
independence skills as they take themselves to the toilet and wash their hands
for snack time.

B Leaders have good relationships with staff, offering support with workloads and
well-being. This caring and supportive nature flows throughout the setting.
Children are confident and care for each other.

W Leaders work with staff, meeting on a regular basis. Leaders support the
learning and knowledge of staff. They are passionate about improving and
developing staff's skills. However, at times leaders do not consider the impact of
training on improving staff knowledge and providing them with the skills to do
their role.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure all staff receive safeguarding training as part of the induction
process. Safeguarding training is regularly refreshed with specific courses on topics
such as female genital mutilation and county lines. Staff are aware of the signs and
symptoms of any forms of abuse.

Staff know who to report any concerns to and know how to take things further.
Leaders have provided safeguarding procedure flow charts for the staff to refer to,

if required. Staff know where to find the flow charts, this helps to ensure children
are safe at all times.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B consider how training is embedded in practice to improve staff knowledge and
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B develop staff knowledge of how to support all children with their early
communication skills, particularly younger children and those with limited
speech.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY556548

Local authority Kirklees
Inspection humber 10174988

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register
Day care type Sessional day care
Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Lhpg Committee
Telephone number 07884444870

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Lees Hall Playgroup registered in 2018. The playgroup currently employs 10
members of staff and two hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 6.
Five staff have a level 3 appropriate early years qualification and there are three
apprentices training towards their level 3. The playgroup is open Monday to Friday,
from 8.30am to 3pm, term time only.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laurafay Muranka
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B Leaders and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of the
playgroup and discussed the early years curriculum.

m Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

W The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how
they support children with SEND.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the
manager.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the playgroup.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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