
Inspection of Little Leigh Out Of 
Schoolclub
Little Leigh Primary School, Shutley Lane, Northwich CW8 4RN

Inspection date: 14 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

From the moment they arrive at the club, children's care and learning is tailored to 
their individual needs. Pre-school children are sensitively supported to part from 
parents and carers. They demonstrate an unmistakeable sense of security. 

Children show that they are ready to make thoughtful decisions about what to do 
first. Pre-school children work together to negotiate and act out rich storylines. For 
example, a closed door is cleverly incorporated into extended, active role play. 
Children say, 'Look at that big sign. It says road closed.' This demonstrates 
children's well-developed knowledge of the world. They know that symbols and 
written words carry meaning. Two-year-old children are busy and confident. They 
excitedly roll little cars through a long, sloping tube. Then they race as fast they 
can to meet the cars at the bottom. This promotes children's stamina and 
coordination. All children, including children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, make excellent progress. They benefit, at all times, from staff's deep, 
expertly applied knowledge of how children learn.

Parents praise the partnership between the club and the school. This helped 
everyone to work together effectively to keep children safe during the COVID-19 
pandemic. School-age children make seamless daily transitions between home, the 
club and their classrooms. This helps to promote their physical and emotional well-
being. The joined-up approach also helps pre-school children to feel ready and 
eager to make the move to school. School staff visit the club to read stories. Club 
staff take children to visit their new classroom and teacher.      

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Well-planned support for staff's professional development lies at the heart of the 
club's success. When staff undertake accredited training, managers dovetail the 
leadership modules into staff's individual performance targets. This helps staff to 
practise and hone their leadership skills. It helps the provider to grow capable 
new leaders.

n The manager's inspiring, ongoing dialogue with staff ensures that his curriculum 
intentions are implemented to the highest standard. Children make swift and 
visible progress. For example, staff teach two-year-old children how to pour with 
a jug. Children initially falter and staff adjust their teaching. They convey their 
own confidence that children can complete the task. Children respond to the 
challenge and proudly succeed. 

n The experienced, well-qualified staff seek knowledge and ideas that help them 
to keep improving their practice. Currently, the team is focusing on further 
developing harmony and homeliness in the club. Staff support each other to 
interpret and apply the philosophy that underpins the approach. Children, 

Inspection report: Little Leigh Out Of Schoolclub
14 July 2022 2



therefore, learn from successful learners and everyone benefits from the focus 
on promoting well-being and autonomy.

n The curriculum is sequenced extremely effectively. For example, staff encourage 
and enable children of all ages to make drawings and marks. They talk with 
children to help them to develop their own ideas. The outcome is, that by the 
time children are ready for school, they make unique and complex 
representations of their knowledge and thinking.

n The manager and staff create interesting challenges that intrigue and motivate 
children. For example, children climb a small set of steps to draw on paper 
attached high up on the wall. The climbing promotes children's muscle 
development and sense of adventure. They experience and talk about different 
heights. This deepens children's understanding of associated words, such as 
'high, higher' and 'highest'.

n Every interaction is skilfully executed to extend children's knowledge and make 
them think. This is demonstrated when children want to mend the small-world 
cars. Staff help them to set up a garage and a rich conversation develops. For 
example, staff ask, 'How can we get home if our car is broken?' Children think 
hard about what they might do. They find out that there are different ways to 
solve the problem. 

n A golden thread of inclusion runs through the curriculum. The manager drives 
learning and discussion about the individual differences that make communities 
rich and diverse. Children learn to balance their own desires with those of other 
people. They learn to be positive and rational when difficulties arise. As a result, 
children's behaviour is lively and considerate.      

n Staff accurately assess and build on children's existing knowledge. When 
children say that honey comes from flowers, staff help them to gain more 
accurate knowledge about the work of the bees. Children acquire a rich 
vocabulary. They learn that they can use different words for 'happiness', such as 
'cheerful' and 'delighted'. This helps them to think and talk about emotions. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider makes sure that staff update and refresh their safeguarding 
knowledge. Managers and staff demonstrate excellent understanding of their 
responsibility to protect children. Managers rigorously follow a safe recruitment 
process when they employ new staff. This helps to ensure that staff are suitable to 
work with children. Staff expertly involve children in managing risks to their health 
and safety. Children carry scissors correctly and safely. They know why they need 
hats in the hot weather. Children know that they must be seated to eat their fruit 
at snack time. This helps to minimise the risk of choking.        
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY492587

Local authority Cheshire West and Chester  

Inspection number 10233992

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 98

Name of registered person Building Blocks Day Nursery (Little Leigh) 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP534821

Telephone number 07803862055

Date of previous inspection 14 September 2016

Information about this early years setting

Little Leigh Out Of Schoolclub registered in 2015. The club employs five members 
of childcare staff. Of these, two hold qualifications at level 3. One member of staff 
holds early years teacher status. The before- and after-school clubs and the pre-
school open from Monday to Friday, during school terms. The holiday club operates 
during school holidays. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The club provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan King

Inspection report: Little Leigh Out Of Schoolclub
14 July 2022 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of the pre-school. 
They conducted a joint observation of practice.

n The inspector held meetings as appropriate with the club manager, the 
provider's area manager and the school headteacher. She spoke with staff and 
children during the inspection.  

n Three parents spoke with the inspector. The inspector read written feedback 
from parents and took account of parents' views.

n Examples of relevant documentation were sampled and reviewed by the 
inspector. She checked evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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