
Inspection of Little Angels'
Guardian Angels Rc Primary School, Leigh Lane, Bury, Lancashire BL8 2RH

Inspection date: 14 July 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

There is a real sense of family in this warm and welcoming club. Children say that 
they really enjoy spending time with their friends here. They are well mannered 
and treat each other with care and respect. Expectations of behaviour are high. 
After small disagreements, staff take time to discuss the resolution with children. 
They talk about how children are feeling and what can be done to make their 
friends feel better.

Children are able to access a stimulating range of resources that match their 
interests and stages of development. They enjoy a relaxed and calm atmosphere in 
the familiar spaces of the school hall and playground. Staff ensure that the children 
are safe. The youngest children feel secure as they are supported in their play by 
the older children. Staff play alongside the children, supporting them to extend 
their play ideas.

In response to COVID-19 restrictions, there have been some changes to practice. 
Parents no longer come into the club to collect their children. Children have 
adapted well to this and confidently gather up their things at the end of the 
session. Staff take time to chat with parents at the door. As restrictions are 
relaxed, staff plan to return to their previous practice of encouraging children to 
help to prepare their own snack. In this way developing their independence.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnership working with the host school is excellent. The majority of the staff 
work in the school during the day and so know the children extremely well. 
These relationships are reinforced by beautifully supportive interactions. Staff 
notice if a child looks sad and respond quickly. Children are listened to and 
valued. They proudly report their achievements in school to staff and these are 
celebrated.

n Children enjoy a healthy snack together. During this time their self-help skills 
and independence are promoted. They get their own drinks and select their 
preferred snack. Older children take responsibility for ensuring that their 
younger friends have sanitised their hands before selecting their snack. This 
helps children to be aware of the needs of others.

n Outdoors, children practise their physical skills using the school climbing and 
balancing equipment. This offers some physical challenges, which the children 
enjoy. The risks involved are managed well. Staff talk with children about why 
they may be too small to access some areas and support them to find 
alternative play ideas. This supports children being aware of their own personal 
safety.
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n Leaders and staff effectively support the most vulnerable children, including 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. When children require 
something additional or different this is provided sensitively, so that all children 
can be included in the play. Activities are planned to meet the needs of the 
youngest children. They particularly enjoy making mud pies in the outdoor 
playhouse.

n Parents are extremely happy with the standards of care offered by the staff. 
They value the commitment of the staff and the flexibility shown to meet the 
needs of families. Parents report that their children come out of the club smiling 
and laughing. Sometimes children are disappointed when it is time to leave 
because they are having 'lots of fun'. Parents feel that they are listened to by 
the leaders and staff. Staff ensure that information from school is passed on to 
parents. This provides a consistency of care.

n Leaders have a clear vision for the club and work hard to offer a high-quality 
service. They seek the views of staff and children and use this information when 
planning activities. The close links to the host school mean that many activities 
build on the interests that children have in school. Leaders take a very hands-on 
role in the provision. This can sometimes mean they are not taking sufficient 
time to reflect and evaluate practice.

n Staff are well supported by leaders and managers. They receive a detailed 
induction, which enables them to carry out their roles and responsibilities well. 
Leaders are proactive in providing for staff well-being and professional 
development. Leaders match the skills and interests of staff to areas of 
responsibility for planning. This helps them to plan vibrant and stimulating 
activities that children love. For example, painting a sunflower or having a dolls' 
tea party in the shade of a tree. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of how to keep children safe from harm. They are 
aware of the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm and know what 
processes to follow in order to protect them. They access child protection training 
and take part in weekly quizzes, to keep their knowledge up to date. Staff follow 
robust processes to ensure that children are safe in the provision. They cross check 
registers to ensure all children expected have been brought over from school. 
Access to the premises is monitored well. A visual intercom system enables staff to 
check a person's identity before letting them in. This supports children being cared 
for in a safe and secure environment. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2544023

Local authority Bury 

Inspection number 10215464

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Ollies (Our Lady of Lourdes) Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520855

Telephone number 0161 764 4014

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Angels' was registered in 2019. It operates from the school building of 
Guardian Angels RC Primary School. The after-school club employs six members of 
childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate qualification at level 6, one at 
level 4 and three at level 2. The club opens from Monday to Friday, term time. 
Sessions are from 7.30 am to 8.30 am and 3pm until 5.45pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dawn France
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector completed a learning walk of the areas used by the setting to find 
out how they are organised, and the range of activities provided both indoors 
and outdoors.

n The children and parents had discussions with the inspector, who sought their 
views on the setting.

n The inspector checked a sample of documentation, including evidence of staff 
suitability and training.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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