Inspection of Little Owls
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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date: 13 July 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children thrive in this nurturing and inclusive nursery. There are extremely effective
settling-in arrangements, so children get to know staff and the nursery routines.
Children quickly form very strong attachments to their key person. Nursery leaders
know that children have potentially been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. They
have embedded new ways to support children's emotional well-being, which have
proved to be successful.

Children demonstrate much respect for the nursery environment and take care of
resources. They learn about the importance of caring for the natural world and
living things. Staff teach them about the harmful effects of plastic in rivers and
seas. Children observe, at first hand, the life cycles of animals. They look closely at
tadpoles as they begin to turn into tiny frogs. Staff take children to a local pond to
release the frogs into their natural habitat.

Staff place a high priority on supporting children's understanding of healthy foods.
They encourage children to use their senses as they explore a selection of fruits.
Children talk about the different colours and textures. They express much surprise
when they discover a blueberry is green inside. Staff sensitively encourage children
to taste fruits that they have not tried before.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff promote friendly relationships across the nursery. During group times,
children learn each other's names. Children are encouraged to share popular
resources and take turns. They show, by their good behaviour, that they feel
happy and safe in the nursery.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported.
The skilled special educational needs coordinator works closely with parents and
other professionals. She ensures children rapidly get any additional help
required, so they can continue to learn.

B Partnerships with parents are a strength of the nursery. Parents value the
excellent ways that the nursery communicate with them. They are given useful
information to promote learning at home, including how to support children's
language development. They praise the committed and caring staff team.

®m Nursery leaders plan regular supervision meetings for staff. They have invested
in online training for staff's individual professional development needs. However,
they are not currently focused on supporting staff to develop their skills and
knowledge, to raise the good levels of teaching to consistently outstanding.

m Children demonstrate what they have learned as they play. They draw pictures
of caterpillars and butterflies after having reared some in nursery. They
remember new words, such as 'cocoon’, as they recall the life cycle of a
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butterfly. Staff reinforce this by reading appropriate books to children. Children
develop a good understanding of the world around them and have the
vocabulary to talk about their experiences confidently.

W Staff observe children's interests and know what they need to learn next. Less
confident children are sensitively helped by their key person to engage in new
activities. Staff make sure the resources and activities are interesting, so that
children are excited to learn.

B When it is an appropriate time for the younger children to move to the next
room, staff make sure that this important change is carefully organised. This
supports children's confidence in managing new situations effectively.

B Nursery leaders oversee a well-sequenced curriculum focused on giving children
a broad range of experiences. Staff identify children's starting points with
parents and ensure the curriculum is matched to individual needs. Children make
good progress over time and are prepared for the next stage in their learning as
they move on to school.

W Staff teach the children about different cultural backgrounds. Children discover
that some cultures have different ways of writing words. Staff show them books
that have words written in a range of languages and scripts. They invite visitors
into the nursery, who show children how different letters are written. Children
are delighted to see their names written in a Chinese script. They begin to
understand aspects of the world beyond their own communities.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The safeguarding lead for the nursery ensures all staff are suitably trained. She
keeps staff updated on any changes, including regular reviews of relevant policies.
Staff know the signs that would cause them to be concerned about a child. They
describe the procedures they would follow to report these concerns or the
behaviour of a colleague. All staff have rigorous checks to ensure they are suitable
to work with children. Staff teach children how to keep themselves safe, for
example, on hot days, they ensure children have suitable sun protection. Children
are always well supervised by staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m focus professional development opportunities for staff to raise the quality of
teaching to the highest levels.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll

Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number
Telephone number

Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY467571

North Lincolnshire

10117736

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
2to 4

52
61

Sharon-Anne Holtby & Kaye Clapson
Partnership

RP519411

01724271186
21 October 2013

Information about this early years setting

Little Owils registered in 2013. The nursery employs 11 members of childcare staff.
Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and two at
level 5. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are
from 8am until 4pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three-

and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rose Tanser
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the nursery.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and discussed how
the curriculum and nursery resources are planned.

W Parents, children and staff spoke to the inspector at convenient times during the
inspection, and their views were taken into account.

B The manager completed a joint observation with the inspector to evaluate the
quality of teaching and the impact on children's learning.

B The inspector reviewed a sample of relevant documents, including suitability
checks, policies, procedures and other records regarding health and safety.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

XK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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