
Inspection of Mini-Springers Nursery
Springfield Centre, Springfield Road, Moseley, Birmingham B13 9NY

Inspection date: 12 July 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and engaged at this wonderful and vibrant nursery. The nursery 
is set out with an abundance of activities for the children to direct their own play 
and learning. This allows children to be independent and fully engrossed in 
whatever they choose to do. Staff carefully resource the environment using 
knowledge of the children's prior interests. Children benefit from being able to 
choose from indoor or outdoor activities, catering for all children's individual 
learning preferences.  

The manager is extremely dedicated and passionate about delivering the best 
possible start for every child who attends. She provides a very inclusive 
environment which meets the needs of this diverse nursery. The nursery prides 
itself on every member of staff being multilingual. The manager herself has learned 
keywords in two languages to fully support the children's needs while at nursery. 
Multilingual parents are welcomed to the nursery. They teach the staff keywords 
that the children use at home.

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are extremely 
well supported. A dedicated SEND teacher visits the nursery twice a week to help 
and support staff with targeted plans for children. The nursery also has two staff 
members that specialise in supporting children with SEND. A teacher of deaf 
children visits to provide help and advice for children who have a hearing 
impairment. This ensures that children are making the best possible progress.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have lots of fun in the well-resourced outdoor environment. Children 
take manageable risks and delight in their accomplishments. For example, they 
independently ride tricycles down the garden path which has a small gradient. 
Children laugh and giggle as they zoom past their peers. Children experiment 
and lift their legs up off the pedals. Their faces light up with joy and excitement 
as the pedals turn by themselves. The staff use an egg timer so that children 
have a visible tool to help them recognise when their time is up and it is time to 
share with other children. 

n Children are eager to play on the newly fitted rope swing. They absolutely love 
this new addition to the garden. They use the steps to mount the swing and use 
their legs to push themselves from one side to another, laughing and giggling 
with pleasure. Children generally behave well and are able to take turns. 
However, on occasion, some children do not understand that they must wait to 
take their turn on the swing, and they begin to push other children.

n Staff support children well with their early writing skills. Children independently 
write numbers and draw flowers using chalk. The staff skilfully engage the 
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children in meaningful conversations about planting. Staff ask: 'I wonder what 
the seed will need to grow?' Children eagerly and confidently reply that the seed 
will need 'rain and sun from the sky'. Children recall knowledge of past 
experiences and talk about when they planted sunflowers in the nursery's 
garden.    

n Children engage in imaginative play while in the mud kitchen. They use food 
such as cabbages and root vegetables donated by the local shops. They use the 
small muscles in their fingers to carefully peel away each layer of the cabbage. 
They pick up small stones and scatter them on a bed of mud, commenting that 
they are cooking pasta with sauce on top. These activities help to strengthen 
fingers in preparation for early writing. 

n Leadership and management are exceptional. The manager is very passionate 
about upskilling her staff members at every opportunity. Staff feel well 
supported. They comment that the manager is aware of what the staff's 
interests are and their strengths and weaknesses. Therefore, staff receive 
tailored training. The manager is also keen to expose children to experiences 
that they would not usually have. These include baby opera, bhangra tots and 
yoga. This helps to expand children's knowledge of the wider world they live in.

n Parents are thoroughly satisfied with the nursery. They comment that they feel 
that their children are well prepared for school and are ready for their next stage 
in education. Parents speak highly of a nursery trip that was recently organised. 
They felt it was a wonderful opportunity for the parents and children.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff are knowledgeable on how to keep children safe from harm. They know 
the different signs and symptoms of abuse. They are competent in their knowledge 
of how to report these concerns. Staff know what to do if they are worried about a 
staff member's conduct, and who they need to report these concerns to. The 
premises are highly safe and secure; access is only gained through a key fob. The 
nursery operates within a children's centre. However, the only shared access is the 
reception area. Therefore, areas of the premises used by children are safe and 
secure.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to implement behaviour management effectively, allowing children 
to know what behaviour is expected of them. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 257176

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10069984

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 51

Number of children on roll 85

Name of registered person The Springfield Project

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906044

Telephone number 0121 777 2722

Date of previous inspection 27 April 2015

Information about this early years setting

Mini-Springers Nursery registered in 2001. The nursery employs 14 members of 
childcare staff. All staff have appropriate early years qualifications ranging from 
level 3 to level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. 
Sessions are from 8.45am until 11.45am, and 12.45pm until 3.45pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Salma Yates
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 

the setting.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector and the manager carried out joint observations of group activities.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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