
Inspection of Crescent Corner
104c Halifax Road, Sheffield S6 1LH

Inspection date: 22 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Inadequate

Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Since the last inspection, the provider has improved the nursery premises, which 
are now safe and suitable for children. However, they have not addressed the 
learning and development actions raised. As a result, the quality of education is 
poor. Children enjoy some activities which are planned around their interests, for 
example vehicle- and dinosaur-related play. Although children are happy here and 
do not demonstrate poor behaviour, they often become restless and disengaged 
from learning. This is because staff do not accurately assess their development or 
plan activities which meet their learning needs. 

The provider and manager have failed to identify weaknesses in the quality of 
education or take steps to address them. Therefore, children do not make good 
progress across all areas of their learning. Support for children with delayed 
communication and language development is weak. Staff do not adapt their own 
communication to meet children's individual needs. They ask children questions 
which they are not yet able to understand. Consequently, children become 
frustrated. This does not help them to make good progress in their communication 
and language skills or support their well-being. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager knows what she wants children to learn and to be able to do. She 
understands how learning should be put in the right order to enable children to 
progress. However, this is not put in place. Staff's assessment of children's 
development is not effective. They do not have a secure understanding of child 
development or how to plan children's learning. Therefore, they do not plan 
activities with an appropriate level of challenge. This means that children 
become disengaged from their learning. When this happens, staff ask children, 
'What shall we do next?' They do not stimulate children's curiosity, interest or 
excitement to re-engage them in learning. This does not support them to make 
good progress in all areas of their development.

n The weaknesses in assessment mean that staff do not identify children who are 
at risk of falling behind. Additionally, the special educational needs and 
disabilities coordinator does not have the skills, experience and knowledge she 
needs to effectively fulfil her role. The provider has failed to put in place 
support, while she undertakes training, to ensure children's needs are met. As a 
result, effective provision for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) is delayed. This is likely to have a negative impact on 
children's long-term educational outcomes.

n Partnership with parents is weak. Staff share information with parents about 
their child's care. However, information about their learning is not always 
detailed or accurate. For children with SEND, the setting does not work together 
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with parents to establish what support they need or to review their progress. As 
a result, children with SEND do not make the good progress of which they are 
capable.

n Children's communication and language skills are not consistently supported. 
Staff sometimes model new words. For example, they point to pictures of insects 
in the garden and name them. Some children copy the new words, such as 
'snail'. However, at other times, staff sit quietly while children play. This does 
not help children to develop their vocabulary. 

n Procedures for checking the performance of staff are poor. Although staff 
supervision sessions have been put in place, weaknesses in practice have not 
been identified. Staff are not provided with relevant feedback, support or 
training that will raise the standards of education provided. 

n Staff introduce mathematical concepts through nursery rhymes. For example, 
they sing 'Five Little Ducks'. When singing about three little ducks, they show 
children three fingers. This helps children to develop their understanding of 
number.

n Children have daily access to outdoor play. They develop their physical skills, 
climbing, running, throwing and kicking a ball. Children enjoy rolling large hoops 
and chasing after them. This helps to develop their coordination skills. They 
exclaim 'yay!' when they catch the hoops, showing pride in their own 
achievements.

n The manager understands that there are many cases of childhood tooth decay in 
the local area. She has developed healthy eating and dental-health displays to 
provide information to parents. The setting also talks to children about keeping 
their teeth clean and healthy.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Since the last inspection, the provider and manager have put in place procedures 
for checking that all adults working with children are suitable to do so. They have 
improved hygiene practices so that the risk of the spread of infections is reduced 
and children's good health is promoted, for example cleaning surfaces and washing 
hands before serving food. Risks in the environment are regularly identified and 
addressed. Staff have a good understanding of the possible signs and symptoms 
that a child may be at risk of harm. They know the correct actions to take if they 
are concerned about a child. Staff understand the role of the local authority 
designated officer. They know what to do if an allegation was made against an 
adult working with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:
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Due date
ensure staff use assessment effectively 
to understand children's development 
and plan for their next steps in learning

29/07/2022

improve staff's understanding of how to 
offer challenge to children and to 
stimulate children's learning so that they 
do not become bored and distracted 
from their play

29/07/2022

improve support given to children with 
SEND by having appropriate regard to 
the SEND code of practice, having a 
clear approach to identifying emerging 
SEND, and making effective provision to 
support children without delay

29/07/2022

improve staff's understanding of how to 
support children's communication and 
language development and ensure this is 
consistently implemented

29/07/2022

ensure arrangements for staff 
supervision and coaching are effective in 
identifying weaknesses in practice and 
raising the quality of education provided

29/07/2022

ensure children are consistently 
supported to develop their independence 
skills.

29/07/2022
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2595441

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10221378

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 4 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 1

Name of registered person Cornerstone Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP555141

Telephone number 01142311222

Date of previous inspection 12 January 2022

Information about this early years setting

Crescent Corner registered in 2020 and is one of five early years settings owned by 
the same provider. It is situated in the Hillsborough area of Sheffield. The provision 
operates all year round, from 7.30am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, except for 
bank holidays. There are currently three members of childcare staff employed, 
including the manager; all hold early years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Miall
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 

the setting.
n The special educational needs and disabilities coordinator spoke to the inspector 

about how they support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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